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SCHOOL OF THE BATTALION. 

Fonnaiion of the Battalion. 

1. EriBr colonel will labor to habituate hia 
battalion to fonn line of battle, by night as well 
as bj daj» with the greatest possible promptitude. 

2. The color-company will generally be design 
nated as the directing company. That, as soon a0 
formed, will be placed on the direction the colonel 
may have determined for the line of battle. The 
other companies will form on it, to the right and 
left, on the principles of successive formations 
which will be herein prescribed. 

3. The color-bearer may have received the color 
from the hands of the colonel ; but if there be 
^jHght, and time, the color will be produced with 
iae solemnily. 

Campoaition and march of the eohr-escori» 

4. When the battalion turns out under arms 
sod the color is wanted, a company, other thao 

(5) 
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that >f the color, will be put in march to receive 
and %scort it. 

5. The march will be in the following order, in 
quiek time, and without music ; the field music, 
rollowed by the band; the escort in column by 
platoon, right in front, with arms on the rieht 
shoulder, and the color-bearer between the pla- 
toons. 

6. Arrived in front of the tent or quarters of the 
colonel, the escort will form line, the field music 
and band on the right, and arms will be brought 
to a shoulder. 

7. The moment the escort is in line, the color- 
bearer, preceded by the first Hentenant, and fol- 
lowed by a sergeant of the escort, will go to 
receive the color. 

8. When the color-bearer shall come out, fol- 
lowed by the lieutenant and sergeant, he will halt 
before the entrance ; the escort will present arms, 
and the field music will sound to the cohr. 

9. After some twenty seconds, the captain will 
cause the sound to cease, arms to be shouldered, 
and then break by platoon into column; the color- 
Dearer will place himself between the platoons, 
and the lieutenant and sergeant will resume thei 
posts. 

10. The escort will march back to the battalion 
to the sound of music in (juick time, and in the 
same order as above, the guide on the right. The 
march will be so conducted that when the escort 
arrives at one hundred and fifty paces in front of 
the right of the battalion, the airection of the 
march will be parallel to its firont, and when the 
oolor arrives nearly opposite its place in line, the 
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ooliimn will change direotion to the left, and the 
right ^ide will direct bimeelf on the centre of the 
battalion. 

Honor 9 paid to the eotor, 

11. Arriyed at the distance of twenty paces from 
the l)attalion, the escort wUl halt, and the music 
oeaae; the colonel will place himself six paces 
before the centre of the battalion, the color-bearer 
will approach the colonel, by the front, in quick 
time ; when at the distance of ten paces, he will 
halt: the colonel will cause arms to be presented, 
and to the coZor to be sounded, which being exe- 
cuted, the color-bearer will take his place in the 
front rank of the color-guard, and the battalion, 
by command, shoulder arms. 

12 The escort, field music, and band, will return 
in quick time to their several places in line of 
batde, marching by the rear of the battalion. 

13. The color will be escorted back to the 
ooloneFs tent or quarters in the aboye order. 

General Bules and IHvmon of the School ofihe 

Battalion. 

14. This school has for its object the instruction 
of battalions singly, and thus to prepare them for 
manoeuTres in line. The harmony so indispensa- 
ble in the moyements of many battalions, can 
only be attained by the use of the same commands, 
the same principles, and the same means of exe- 
ention. Hence, all colonels and actual com- 
nandera of battalions will conform themselves, 
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without addition or ourtailment, to what will 
herein be prescribed. 

15. When a battalion instructed in this dnll 
flhall mancBuvre in line, the colonel will regulate 
its movements, as prescribed in the third Tolume 
of the Tactics for heavy infantry. 

16. The school of the battalion will be divided 
Into five parts. 

17. The first will comprehend opening aiKi 
dosing ranks, and the execution of tne dileront 
fires. 

18. The second, the diiFerent modes of passing 
bom the order in battle, to the order in column. 

19. The third, the march in column, and the 
other movements Incident thereto. 

20. The fourth, the different modes of passing 
from the order in column to the order in battle. 

21. The fifth will comprehend the march in line 
of battle, in advance and in retreat ; the passage 
of defiles in retreat ; the march by tiie flank ; the 
formation by file into line of battle ; the change 
of front ; the column doubled on the centre ; dis* 
positions against cavalry ; the rally, and rules for 
muioeuvring by the rear rank. 
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PABT FIBST. 

Opening and dosing ranks^ and the exeeuHcn qfiki 

different Jiree. 

Abticu Fibst. 
^ open and to dose ranks. 

22. The oolond, wishing the ranks to be opened, 
willeommand: 

1. I\'epare to open ranks. 

23. At this command, the lieutenant colonel 
and major will place themselyes on the risht of 
the battalion, tne first on the flank of we file 
closers, and the second fonr paces from the firont 
rank of the battalion. 

24. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command : 

2. IPaihe rear, open order. 3. Mabch. 

25. At the second command, the covering ser- 
geants, and the sergeant on the left of the battalion, 
will place themseiTes four paces in rear of the 
front rank, and opposite their places in line of 
battle, in order to mark the new alignment of the 
rear rank ; they will be aliened by the major on 
the left sergeant of the battfdion, who will be care- 



10 SCfiOOli or THE BATTALION-^FABir I. 

fal to place himself ezftctlj four paces in rear ol 
the front rank, and to hold his piece between the 
eyes, erect and inverted, the better to indicate to 
the major the direction to be given to the covering 
sorgeants. 

26. At the command fM/rch^ the rear rank and 
the file closers will step to the rear without count- 
ing steps ; the men will pass a little in rear of the 
line traced for this rank, halt, and dress forward 
on the covering sergeants, who will align correctly 
the men of their respective companies. 

27. The file closers will fall back and preserve 
the distance of two paces from the rear rank, 
glancing eyes to the right ; the lieutenant colonel 
will, from the right, align them oh the file closer 
of the left, who, having placed himself accurately 
ti^O paces from the rear rank, will invert his piece, 
ahd hold it up erect between his eyes, the better 
t6 be seen by the lieutenant colonel. 

28. The colonel, seeing the ranks aligned, wiU 
command : 

4. Front. 

At this command, the lieutenant colonel, major, 
and the left sergeant, will retake their places in 
line of battle. 

29. The colonel will cause the ranks to be closed 
by the commands prescribed for the instructor in 
tiie mhool of the company. No. 28. 
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Aeticlb Secoks. 

ManucLl of arms. 

80. The tankis being cloised, the colonel wiU 
eause the following times and paoses to be ex^' 
rated: 

Present arms. Shoulder arms. 

Order arms. Shoulder arms. 

Support arms. Shoulder arms. 

Fix bayonet. Shoulder arms. 

Charge bayonet. Shoulder arms. 

Ut^fix bayonet. Shoulder arms. 



Abticlk Third. 

Loading at wUl, and the Firings, 

81. The colonel will next cause to be executed 
loading at will, by the commands prescribed in 
the school of the company No. 45 ; the officers 
and sergeants in the ranks will half face to the 
right with the men at the eighth time of loading, 
and will face to the front when the men next to 
them come to a shoulder. 

32. The colonel will cause to be executed the 
fire by company, the fire by wing, the fire by bat- 
talion, the fire, by file, ana the fire by rank, by 
the commands to be herein indicated. 

33. The fire by company and the fire by file wiU 
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always be direct ; the fire by battalion, the fire by 
wing, and the fire by rank, may be either direefc 
or oblique. 

34. When the fire ought to be obli^ae. the 
colonel will giye, at every round, the caution rigM 
(or left) oblique, between the commands ready and 
mm. 

35. The fire by company, will be executed al- 
ternately by the right and left companies of eaoh 
division, as if the division were alone. The right 
oompany will fire first ; the captain of the left will 
not give his first command till he shall see one or 
two pieces at a ready in the right company ; the 
oaptain of the latter, after the first discharge, wiU 
observe the same rule in respect to the left oom- 
pany ; and the fire will thus be continued idter- 
aately. 

36. The colonel will observe the same rule in 
tbe firing by wing. 

37. The fire by file will commence in all the 
companies at once, and will be executed as has 
been prescribed in the school of the company Ko. 
55 and following. The fire by rank will be exe- 
cuted by each rank alternately, as has been pre- 
scribed in the school of the company No. 58 and 
following. 

38. The color-guard will not fire, but resery* 
iftself for the defence of the color. 

Thejhre by company, 

89. The colonel, wishing the fire by oompanj 
lO be executed, will command : 

L Fire by company. 2. Commence Jlring. 
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40. At the first command, the captains and 
eoTering sergeants will take the positions indi- 
eated in the school of the company No. 49. 

41. The color and its guard will step back at 
ihe same time, so as to bring the front rank of the 

?iaid in a line with the rear rank of the battalion. 
his rule is general for dU the different firings* 

42. At the second command, the odd numbered 
companies will commence to fire ; their captains 
will each eive the commands prescribed m the 
school of the company No. 50, obserring to pre- 
cede the command company by that ofjirsi, thirds 
fyihy or seventh, according to the number of each. 

43. The captains of the even numbered compa- 
nies will give, in their turn, the same commands, 
observing to precede them by the number of their 
respectiye companies. 

44. In order that the odd numbered companies 
may not all fire at once, their captains will ob- 
serve, but only for the first discharge^ to give the 
oommand^e one after another ; thus, the captain 
of the third company will not give the command 
fire until he has heard the fire of the first com- 
pany; the captain of the fifth will observe the 
same rule with respect to the third, and the cap- 
tain of the seventh the same rule with respect to 
the fifth. 

45. The colonel will cause the fire to cease by 
the sound to cease firing; at this sound, the men 
will execute what is prescribed in the school of 
ihs company No. 63 ; at the sound, for officers to 
take their places after firing, the captains, cover> 
ing sergeants, and color-guard, will promptly r»> 

TOL. II 
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game their places inJine of battle :i&t»nflfli if 
general for w thefirings. 

The fire Ify wing. • , 

46. When the oelonel shall wish this fire to bi 
Mreented, he will command^: 

L Fire bv wing. % BigMwing,. 3. BaASfr. 
4. Aim, 5# Fiu. 6« Load. 

47. The colonel will oanse the wings to fire al- 
ternately, and he will recommence the fire by the 
eommands, 1, Bight wing; 2. Aiic; 3. Firs; 4. 
Load. 1. Left wing; 2'. Aim ; S.^iFiRi ; 4. Loab; 
in conforming to what is. prescribed .No. 35. . 

Thejhelyhatdiion. 

48. The colonel will eanse this fire tp be eze- 
eated by the commands last prescribed, snbstl- 
tating tor the first two, 1. Fir^ by, hatUdvon; 2. 
Battalion. 

ThefirebyJUe. 

49. To canse this to be executed^ the colond 
wiU command : 

1. Fire by fie. 2, Battalion. 3. Bsadt. . 
4. Commence fring. 

50. At the fourth command, the fire will ooUf 



menee on the ri^ of eaeb company, Mprevovibed 
in the school otthe company No. 57. The oolonel 
may, if he thinks proper, caase the fire to eone 
menee on the right of eaoh platoon. 

» 
The fire hy rank, 

51. To canse this fire to be ezeonted, the oolond 
mlloommaad: 

1. Firt by rmik. 2. Batialum, 3. Rsabt. 

4. Bear rank. 5. Aim. 6. Firs. 

7. LoAP. 

52. Tliis ^re will be executed as has been ex* 
plained in the school of the company No. 59, in 
following the progression prescribed for the, two 
nunks whidi should fire alteim^lj. 

Ihjirt by the reair rank* 

53. When the colonel shall wish the battalioa 
lo fire to the reaft he will command : 

1. Faee by ihe rear rank. % BattcHum^ 
3. Ahoui-^ACt^ 

54 At the first command, the captains, oovei^ 
ing sergeants, and file olosers will execute what 
has been prescribed in the si^ool <^f tb^iCompany 
No. 69 ; the colpr-bearer will pa^s into.the rear z;a^ 
and for this purpose, the corporal of his ^\» wlU 
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^p l^efore the corporal next on his right to let the 
color-bearer pass, and will then take nis place in 
the front rans ; the lieutenant colonel, adjutant^ 
BDf^or; sergeant major, and the music will place 
themselyes before Uie front rank, and face to the 
rear, each opposite his place in the line of batUe 
— the first two passing around the right* and the 
others around the left of the battalion. 

55. At the third command, the battalion will 
fS^e about; the captains and coverinff sergeants 
observing what is prescribed in the sdiool of the 
eompanj No. 70. 

56. The battalion facing thus by the rear rank, 
the colonel will cause it to execute the different 
fires by the same commands as if it were ftced bj 
the front rank. 

57. The right and left wings will retain the 
same designations, although faced about; the 
companies also will preserve their former designs 
tions, BA firsts 9econa^ tMrd, &c. 

58. The fire by file will commence on the left 
of each company, now become the right. 

59. The fire by rank will commence by the 
front rank, now become the rear rank. This rank 
will preserve its denomination. 

60. The captains, covering sergeants, and oolo^ 
guard will, at the first command given hj the 
aolonel, take the places prescribed for them in the 
fires, with the front rank leading. 

61. The colonel, after firing to the rear, wishing 
to fiboe the battalion to its proper front, will oom- 
maud: 
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1. Face by tke front ranJe. 2. BaUalum, 
3. AbotU — Facs. 

62. At these commands, the battalion inll 
inrn to its proper front bj the means presoribed 
Nos. 54 and 55. 

63. The tire by file being that most used in war, 
the colonel will give it the preferenoe in the pre- 

Saratory exercises, in order that the battalion may 
6 brought to execute it with the greatest possible 
regularity. 

o4. When the colonel may wish to gire some 
relaxation to the battalion, without breaking the 
ranks, he will execute what has been prescribed 
in the school of the company Nos. 37 and 38 or 
Nos. 39 and 40. 

65. When the colonel shall wish to cause arms 
to be stacked, he will bring the battalion to 
ordered arms, and then command : 

L Stack — ^Arms. 2. Break ranks. 
3. March. 

66. The colonel wishing the men to return to 
tiie ranks, will cause aUention to be sounded, at 
which the battalion will re-form behind the stacks 
of arms. The sound being finished, the colonel 
after causing the stacks to be broken, will com* 
mand: 

Baitalian. 

2 * 



67. At this command, the men will fix their 
attention, and remain immovable. 



PART SKOONB. 

Differed modes of pctsnng from the order in battk 
to the order in column, 

Articls First. 

9b break to (he right or the left into column. 

68. Lines of battle will babitaally break into 
eolumn by company; thej may also break by 
division or by platoon. 

69. It is here supposed that the colonel wishes 
to break by company to the right ; he will com- 
mand; 

1. By company, right wheel. 2. March (or doubU 

quick — March). 

70. At the first command, each captain will 
place himself rapidlv before the centre of his com- 
pany, and cautioa it that it has to wheel to the 
right; each covering sergeant will replace hia 
captain in the front rank. 

71. At the command march, each company will 
break to the right, according to the principles pre- 
scribed in the school of the company No. 173 ; each 
captain will conform himself to what is prescribed 
for the chiefs of platoon ; the left gnide, as soon as 
he can pass, will place himself on the left of the 
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front rank to conduct the marching flank, and 
when he shall have approached near to the jper- 
pendilsalar, the captain will command: 1. Such 
company. 2. Halt. 

72. At the second command, which will be 
given at the instant the left guide shall be at the 
distance of three paces from the perpendicular, 
the company will halt ; the guide will advance and 
place his leu arm lightly against the breast of the 
captain, who will establish him on the alignment 
of the man who has faced to the right ; the cover- 
ing sergeant will place himself correctlv on the 
alignment on the ri^ht of that man ; which being 
ezeouted, the captain will align his company by 
the left, command Front, ana place himseu two 
paces before its centre. 

73. The captains having commanded Front, the 

guides, although some of them may not be in the 
irection of the preceding guides, will stand fast, 
in order that the error of a company that has 
wheeled too much or too little may not be propa- 
gated ; the guides not in the direction will readily 
come into it when the column is put in march. 

74. A battalion in line of battle will break into 
column by company to the left, according to the 
same principles, and by inverse means ; the cover- 
ing sergeant of each company will conduct the 
marching flank, and the lert guide will place him- 
self on the left of the front rank at the moment 
the company halts. 

75. When the battalion breaks by division, the 
indication division will be substituted in the com- 
mands for that of company; the chief of each divi- 
sion (the senbr captain) will conform himself to 
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wliai 18 prescribed for the chief of company, and 
will place himself two paces before the centre of 
his aiyision ; the junior captain, if not i&read;^ 
there, will place himself in the interval between 
the two companies in the front rank, and be 
covered by the covering sergeant of the left com- 
pany in the rear rank. The right guide of the 
riglit company will be the right guide, and the left 

§uide of Uie left company, the left guide of the 
ivision. 

76. When the battalion shall break by platoon 
to the right or to the left, each first lieutenant will 
pass around the left of his eompany to place him- 
self in front of the second platoon, and for this 
purpose, each covering sergeant, except the one 
of tne Tight company, will step, for the moment* 
in rear of the right file of bis eompany. 

77. When the battalion breaks by division to 
the right, and there is an odd company, the cap- 
tain of this company, (the left), after wheeling 
into column, will cause it to oblique to the left, 
halt it at company distance from the preceding 
division, place his left guide on the direction of the 
column, and then align his company by the left. 
When the line breaks by division to the left, the 
odd company will be in front; its captain, having 
wheeled it into column, will cause it to oblique to 
the right, halt it at division distance from the divi- 
sion next in the rear, place his right guide on the 
direction of the other guides, and align the com- 
pany by the right. 

7§. The battalion being in column, the lieute* 
nant colonel and major will place themselves on 
the directing flank, the first abreast with the leftd* 
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inf; sabdiviBion, and the other abreast with the 
last, and both six paces from the flank. The adju- 
tant will be near the lieutenant colonel, and the 
sergeant major near the major. 

79. The colonel will have no fixed place as the 
instrftct(*r of his battalion ; but in ootumns com» 
posed of many battalions, he will place himself 
habitually on the directing flank fifteen or twenty 
paces from the guides, and abreast with the centre 
of his battalion. 

80. When the colonel shall wish to move the 
oolumn forward without halting it, he will caution 
the battaUoB to that effect, and command : 

Ir Bp company f rigid toheel, 2. March (or doubU 

quick — Makch). 

81. At the first command, the captains of com- 
panies will execute what is prescribed for breaking 
into column from a halt. 

82. At the second command, they will remain 
in front of their companies to superintend the 
movement ; the companies will wheel to the right 
on fixed pivots as indicated in the school of the 
company No. 185 ; the left guides will conform to 
what is prescribed above ; when they shall arrive 
near the perpendicular, the colonel will com^ 
maud : 

3. Fortoard, 4. March. 5. Guide l^fL 

83. At the third command, each covering ser- 
geant will plact himf elf by the right side of the 
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man on the right of the front rank of bis compdny. 
At the fourth command, which will be given at the 
instant the wheel in completed, the companies will 
cease to wheel and march straight forward. At 
the fifth, the men will take the touch of elbows to 
the left. The leading guide will march in the di- 
rection indicated to him by the lieutenant coloneL 
The guides will immediately conform themselves 
to the principles of the march in column, school 
of the company, No. 200 and following. 

84. If the battalion be marching in line of 
battle, the colonel will cause it to wheel to the 
right or left, by the same commands and the same 
means ; but he should previously caution the b&t- 
talion that it is to continue the march. 

85. A battalion in line of battle will break into 
column by company to the lefl, according to the 
same principles and by inverse means ; the cover- 
ing sergeant of each company will condu4>t the 
marching flank, and the left guides will place 
themselves on the left of their respective compa- 
nies at the Gomma,nd forward. 

86. When a battanon has to prolong itself in 
oolumn towards the right or left, or has to direct 
Its march in column perpendicularly or diagonally 
in front, or in rear of either flank, the colonel will 
eause it to break by companv to the right or left, 
as has jnst been prescribed ; but when the line 
breaks to the right, in order to march towards the 
left, or the reverse, the colonel will command: 
Break io the right to march to the leftt or break io 
the left to march to the right, before giving the 
command, hy company, right (or left) wheel. As 
toon as the battalion is broken, the lieutenant 
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eolonel will place a marker abreast with tlie right 
guide of the leading companj. The instant the 
column is put in motion, this company will wheel 
to the left (or right) march ten paces to the front 
without changing the gaide, and wheel again to 
the left (or right.j The second wheel being coni>- 
pleted, the captain will immediately command 
guide left (or right.) The guide of this company 
will march in a direction parallel to the guides oi 
the column. The lieutenant colonel will be care- 
ful to place a Be\.9nd marker at the point where 
the first company is to change direction the second 
time. 

Article Second. 

3h break to the rear, by the right or Uftt int^ 
column, and to advance or retire by the right or 
left of companies^ ) 

87. When th« colonel shall wish to oanse the 
battalion to break to the rear, by the right, into 
column by company, he will command : 

\. By the right of companies to the rear int9 
column, 2. Battalion right — ^Face. 3. Mahch 
(or double quick — March). 

88. At the first command, each captain will 
place himself before the centre of his company, and 
nantlon it to face to the right ; the eoyering ser* 
ceants will step into the front rank. 
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89. At the seoond command, the battalion wiDi 
face to the right ; each captain \rill hasten to the 
right of bis company^ and break two files to the 
rear ; the first file will break the whole depth of 
the two ranks ; the second file less ; which being 
executed, the captain will place himself so that 
his breast may touch lightly the left arm of the 
front rank man of the last file in the company next 
on the right of his own. The captain ot the right 
company will place himself as if there were a 
company on his right, and will align himself on 
the other captains. The covering sergeant of 
each company will break to the rear with the 
right files, and place himself before the front rank 
of the* first file, to conduct him. 

90. At the command marchj the first file of 
each company will wheel to the right ; the cover- 
ing sergeant, placed before this file, will condact 
it perpendicularly to the rear. The other files will 
come successively to wheel on the same spot. The 
captains will stand fast, see their companies file 
past, and at the instant the last file ehall have 

^wheeled, each captain will command : 

1. Such company, 2. Halt. 3. Front. 
4. Xe/3l*-DR£ss. 

91. At the instant the company faces to the 
front, its left guide will place himself so that his 
left arm may touch lightly the breast of his cap- 
tain. 

92. At the fourth command, the company will 
align itself on its left guide, the captain no direct- 
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mg ifc, tliat tlie new alignment maybe perpendicu 
lar to that which the company had occupied in 
line of battle, and, the better to judge this, he will 
step back two paces from the flank. 

93. The company being aligned, the captain 
will command : Front, and take his place beforo 
its centre. 

94. The battalion marching in line of battle* 
when the colonel shall wish to break into colamQ 
by company, to the rear, by the right, he wiU 
command : 

1. By the right of companies to the rear into 
column. 2. BcUtaHon^ by the right fianJc, 3. 
March (or double quick — March). 

95. At the first command, each captain will step 
briskly in front of the centre of his company, and 
caution it to face by the right flank, 

96. At the command march, the battalion will 
face to the right ; each captain will move rapidly 
to the right of his company and cause it to break 
to the right ; the first file of each company will 
wheel to the right, and the covering sergeant 
placed in front of this file will conduct it perpen- 
dicularly to the rear ; the other files will wheel 
■uccessively at the same place as the first. The 
captains will see their companies file past them ; 
when the last files have wheeled, the colonel will 
command : 

S. Battdlicn, by the left flank — Marcb* 
4. Guide left. 
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97. At the oommand mareft, the oompaoiet wiQ 

face to the left, and inarch in column in the new 
direction. The captains will place themselTea in 
front of the centres of their respective companies. 
At the fourth command, the guides will conform 
lo the principles of the march in column; the 
leading one will move in the direction indicated 
to him by the lieutenant colonel. The men will 
take the touch of elbows to the left. 

98. To break to the rear by the left, the colonel 
will give the same commands as in the case of 
breaking to the rear by the right, substituting the 
indication left, for that of right. 

99. The movement will be executed according 
to the same principles. Each captain will hasten 
to the left of his company, cause the first two files 
to break to the rear, and then place his breast 
against the right file of the company next on the 
left of his own, in the manner prescribed above. 

100. As soon as the two files break to the rear, 
the left guide of each company will place himself 
before the front rank man of the headmost file, to 
oonduct him. 

101. The instant the companies face to the fronts 
the right guide of each will place himself so that 
bis right arm may lightly touch the breast of his 
eaptain. 

102. The battalion may be broken by division 
to the rear, by the right or left, in like manner ; 
in this case, the indication divisions will be substi- 
tuted, in the first command, for that of companies; 
the chiefs of division will conform themselves to 
what is prescribed for the chiefs of company. The 
junior captain in each division will place himselff 
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wliea the diTuion faces to a flank, by the side of 
tbe eoyeriog sergeant of the left oompanj, who 
steps into the front rank. 

103. If there be an odd number of companies, 
and the battalion breaks by division to the rear, 
whether by the right or left, tbe captain of tha 
left company will conform to what is prescribed 
No. 77. 

104. This manner of breaking into column 
being at once the most prompt and regular^ will 
be preferred on actual service, unless there be 
some particular reason for breaking to the front. 

105. If the battalion be in line and at a halt, 
and the colonel should wish to advance or retire 
by the right of companies, he will command : 

1. By the right of companies to the front (or rear\, 
2. Battalion, right — Face. 3. March ^or double 
quick — March). 4. Guide right, (left) or (cen- 
ire). 

106. At the first command, each captain will 
move rapidly two paces in front of the centre of 
.his company, and caution it to face to the right; 
the covering sergeants will replace the captains in 
the front rank. 

107. At the second command, the battalion will 
fhce to the right, and each captain moving quickly 
to the right of his company will cause files to 
break to uie front, according to the principles in- 
dicated No. 89. 

108. At the command march, each captain' 
placing himself on the left of his leading guide 
will conduct his company perpendicularly to the 
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original line. At the foarth command, the KBAd% 
of each company will dress to the right, len, or 
centre, according to the indication given, taking 
oare to preserve accarately his distance. 

109. If the colonel should wish to move to tlM 
front, or rear, hj the left of companies, the movi^ 

^ ment will he executed hy the same means and the 
same commands, substituting left for right, 

110. If the battalion be in march, and tlM 
colonel should wish to advance or retire by the 
right of companies, he will command : 

1. Bi/ the right of companies to the front {or rear), 
2. Battaliony oy the right ilarik. 3. March (or 
double quick — March). 4. Guide right {left) or 
{ce/Ure). 

111. Which will be executed according to the 
principles and means prescribed Nos. 95 and fol- 
lowing, and 106 and following. At the first com- 
mand, the color and general guides will take their 
places as in column. 

112. If the colonel should wish to advance or 
retire by the lefl of companies, the movement will 
be executed by the same means and the same oom- 
mands, substituting left for right. 

113. If the battalion be advancing by the rijj^hl 
or left of companies, and the colonel should wuh 
to form line to the front, he will command : 

1. By companies itiio line, 2. March (or doM$ 
quick — March). 3. Guide cenlrs. 
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114. At the command marc'ht briskly repeated 
by the captains, each company will be formed into 
line, as prescribed in the school of the company, 
No. 154. 

115. At the third command, the color and gene- 
ral guides will move rapidly to their places in line, 
as will be hereinafter prescribed No. 405. 

116.. If the battalion be retiring by the right or 
left of companies, and the colonel should wish to 
fbrm line facing the enemy, he will first cause th9 
companies to face about while marching, and im« 
mediately form in line by the commands and means 
prescribed Nos. 113 and following. 



Abticli Thisd. 
To ploy the battalion into close column, 

117. This movement may be executed by com- 
pany or by division, on the right or left subdivi- 
sioQ, or on any other subdivision, right or left in 
front. 

118. The examples in this school will suppose 
the presence of four divisions, with directions for 
an odd company ; but what will be prescribed for 
four, will serve equally for two, three or five divi- 
sions. 

119. To ploy the battalion into close column by 
division in rear of the first, the colonel will com* 
mand: 

3 
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1. Close column, by division, 2. On iTie first did' 
sion, right in front. 3. JiaUaliony right — Faci. 
4. March (or double quick — March). 

120. At the second commaTid, all the chiefs of 
diTision will place themselves before the centres 
of their divisions ; the chief of the first will can- 
tion it to stand fast; the chiefis of the three others 
will remind them that they will have to face to 
the right, and the covering sergeant of the right 
eompany of each division will replace his captain 
in the front rank, as soon as the latter steps ont. 

121. At the third command, the last three divi- 
sions will face to the right ; the chief of each divi- 
sion will hasten to its right, and cause files to be 
broken to the rear, as indicated No. 89 ; the right 
guide will break at the same time, and place him- 
self before the front rank man of the nrst file, to 
conduct him, and each chief of division will place 
himself bv the side of this guide. 

122. The moment these divisions face to the 
right, the junior captain in each will place him- 
self on the left of the covering sergeant of the left 
company, who will place himself in the front rank. 
This rule is general for aU the pioyments by div^ 
tion, 

123. At the command marcJt, the chief of the 
first division will add, guide left; at this, its left 
guide will place himself on its left, as soon as the 
movement of the set^ond division may permit, and 
the file closers will advance one pace upon the 
rear rank. 



T. 



t:t. 



^^^E^ 



x 



■--i 



n 

by 

;ce8 
ine 
ich 
the 
iter 
the 

the 
ter 
fche 
idll 
the 
ad. 



3! 



S 



-$r 



r:s: 




iU 
he 
en 
it 
to* 
It 

ill 



ti 



1. 



of 

til 

th 
cc 
in 

si 
bi 

g' 
Be 

c( 

h: 

r1 
ei 

c< 
1 
ft 

fi 

g 
n 

tl 



124. All tbe other dirisionfl, each oondocied by 
its chief, will step off together, to take their plaoes 
in the column ; the second will gain, in wheeling 
by file to the rear, the space of six paces, which 
ought to separate its guide from the guide of tbe 
first division, and so. direct its march as to enter 
the column on a line parallel to this division ; the 
third and fourth divisions will direct themselves 
diagonally towards, but a little in rear of, the 
points at which they ought, respectively, to enter 
the column ; at six paces from the left flank of the 
column, the head of each of these divisions will 
incline a little to the left, in order to enter the 
column as has just been prescribed for the second, 
taking care also to leave the distance of six paces 
between its guide and tbe guide of the preceding 
division. At the moment tbe divisions put them- 
selves in march to enter the column, the nle closers 
of each will incline to tbe left, so as to bring 
themselves to the distance of a pace from the rear 
rank. 

125. Each chief of these three divisions will 
conduct his division till he shall be up with ths 

fuide of the directing one ; the chief will then 
imself halt, see his division £de past, and halt it 
the instant the last file shall have passed, com- 
manding: 1. Siich dimsion; 2. Halt; 3. FaoKf t 
4. i^/U— Dress. 

12^. At the second command, the division will 
bait ; the left guide will place himself promptly 
on the direction, six paces from tbe euide which 

g recedes him, in order tiiat, the ccHumn being 
irmed, the divisions may bs separated the du- 
ftonce of four paces. 
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127. At the third command, the division will 
face to the front ; at the fourth, it will be aligned 
by its chief, who will place himself two paces oat- 
tide of his guide, and direct the alignment so that 
his division may be parallel to that which pre- 
cedoa — which being done, he will command. 
Front and place himself before the centre of hii 
division. 

128. If any division, after the command fronts 
be not at its proper distance, and this can only 
happen through the negligence of its chief, ench 
division will remain in its plac6, in order that the 
fault may not be propagated. 

129. The colonel will superintend the execution 
of the movement, and cause the prescribed prin- 
ciples to be observed. 

ISO. The lieutenant colonel, placing himself in 
succession in rear of the lefb guides, will assure 
them on the direction as they arrive, and then 
move to his place outside of the left flank of the 
column six paces from, and abreast with, the first 
division. In assuring the guides on the direction, 
he will be a mere observer, unless one or more 
should fail to cover exactly the guide or guides 
ftlready established. This rule is general, 

131. The major will follow the movement abreast 
with the left of the fourth division, and afterwards 
take his position outside of the left flank of the 
solumn, six paces from, and abreast with, this di* 
vision. 

132. To ploy the battalion in firent of the first 
division, the colonel will' give the same commands, 
substituting the indication lefi for that of right in 
front. 
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133. At the seeotid and third oommands, the 
ehiefs of division and the junior captains will con- 
form themselves to what is prescribed, Nos. 120, 
121, 122 ; bat the chiefs of the last three divisions, 
instead of caasing the first two files to break to 
the rear, will cause them to break to the front. 

134. At the fourth command, the chief of tbt 
first division will add : Guide riglU, 

135. The three other divisions will step oiF to- 
gether to take their places in the column in front 
of the directing division ; each will direct itself M 
prescribed. No. 124, and will enter in such man- 
ner that, when halted, its guide may find himself 
six paces from the guide of the division next pre- 
Tiouslj established in the column. 

136. Each chief of these divisions will conduct 
bis division, till his right guide shall be nearly up 
with the ^uide of the directing one ; he will then 
halt his division, and cause it to face to the front ; 
at the instant it halts, its right guide will face to 
the rear, place himself six paces from the preced- 
ing guide, and cover him exactly — which being 
done, the chief will align his division by the 
right 

137. The lieutenant colonel, placed in front of 
the right guide of the first division, will assure 
the guides on the direction as they successively 
arrive, and then move outside of the right fianic 
of the column, to a point six paces from, and 
abreast with, the fourtn division, now in front. 

138. The major will conform himself to what 
is prescribed. No. 131, and then move outside of 
the right flank of the column, six paces from, and 
abreast with, the first division, now in the rear. 

o 
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139. The movement being ended, the oolonel 
will command : 

Ouides, ctbout—VACM. 

140. At this, the ^ides, who are faced to the 
Mar, will face to the front. 

141. To ploT the battalion in rear, or in front 
of the fourtn diTision, the colonel will command : 

L Close eohtmn hy division, 2. On ihe fourth di^ 
visum, left (or riaht) in front, 8. BcOUUion^ 
left — Faci. 4. March (or double quick -^ 
Mabch). 

142. These movements will be execnted accord- 
ing to the principles of those which precede, but 
by inverse means : the fourth division on which 
the battalion ploys will stand fast; the instant 
the movement commences, its chief will command, 
ffuide right (or left), 

143. The foregoing examples embrace all the 
Iffinciples : thus, when the colonel shall wish to 
ploy tne battalion on an interior division, he will 
oommand: 

i. Close column by division, 2. On such division^ 
right (or left) in front, 3. Battalion invmrds-^ 
Faci. 4. March {or double quick — March). 

144. The instant the movement commences, the 
ehief of the directing division will command, 
gmde \eji (cr right), 

145. The divisions which, in the order in battk^ 
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ue to the right of the directing dmeion, vill fac 
to the left ; those which are to the left, will fa^ 
to the right. 

146. If the right is to he in front, the rif^ht 
divieions will ploy in front of the directing divi* 
aion, and the left in its rear; the reverse, if the 
left is to he in front. And in all the foregoing 
suppositions, the division or divisions oontiguoas 
to the directing one, in wheeling hj file to the 
front or rear, will gain the space of six paces, 
which oiight to separate their guides from the 
guide of the directing division. 

147. In all the ployments on an interior division, 
the lieutenant colonel will assure the positions of 
the guides in front, and the xnigor those in rear 
of the directing division. 

148. If the battalion be in march, instead of at 
a halt, the movement will be executed by com* 
biniDg the two gaite of quick and double quick 
time, and always in rear of one of the flank divi« 
•ions. 

149. The battalion being in march, to ploy it in 
of the first division, the colonel will command ; 



L C2oM column by dwision, 2. On the firti divit 
mon. 3. BaUdHon-^by the rigU jUaik. i. 
Doubie quick — ^Masch. 

150. At the second command, each chief of di« 
vision will move rapidly before the centre of hia 
division and caution it to face to the right. 

151. The chief of the first division will caution 
it to continue to march to the front, and he will 
eoBunand: Quick march* 
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152. At the command march, the chief of ^« 
first division will command : Guide hft. At this, 
the lefb guide will move to the left flank of the 
division and direct himself on the point indicated. 

153. The three other divisions will face to the 
right and move off in double quick time, breaking 
to the right to take their places in column ; each 
chief of division will move rapidly to the right of 
his division in order to conduct it. The files will 
be careful to preserve their distances, and to 
march with a uniform and decided step. The 
color-bearer and general guides will retake their 
places in the ranks. 

154. The second division will immediately enter 
the column, marching parallel to the first division ; 
its chief will allow it to file past him, and when 
the last file is abreast of him, will command : 1. 
Second division, hy the left flank — March. 2. 
Guide left, and place himself in front of the cen- 
tre of his division. 

155. At the command march, the division will 
face to the left ; at the second command, the left 
guide will march in the trace of the left guide of 
the first division ; the men will take the touch of 
elbows to the left. When the second division has 
eloscd to its proper distance, its chief will oom« 
mand: Q^ick time — March. This division will 
then change its step to quick time. 

156. The chiefs of the third and fourth divisions 
will execute their movements according to the 
same principles, taking care to gain as much 
ground as possible towards the head of the column. 

157. If the battalion had been previously march* 
ing in line at double quick time, when the fourth 
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division shall bave gained its distance, the colonel 
will command : D<mble ^ieib— March. 

158. In this moyement, the lieutenant colonel 
will move rapidly to the side of the leading guide, 
giTO him a point of direction, and then follow the 
movements of the first division. The major will 
follow the movement abreast with the left of the 
fourth division. 

Remarks on ploying the hattcUion inh column. 

159. The battalion maj be ployed into column 
at fall, or half distance, on the same principles, 
and by the same commands, substituting for the 
first command: Column at JuU (or half) dietanee 
by divisum* 

160. In the plojments and movements in column, 
when the suboivisionB execute the movements sue- 
cessively, such as — to take or close distances ; to 
change direction by the fiank of subdivisions, each 
chief of subdivision will cause his men to support 
arms after having aligned it and oommanded, 
Fbokt. 

PABT THIRD. 
ASTICLI FlHST. 

^ march in coUimn aiJiiU distance, 

161. When the colonel shall wish to put the 
column in march, he will indicate to the leading 
guide two distinct objects in front, on the line 
vhich the guide ought to follow. This guide wili 

TOL. IZ. 



fmmediatiilT pat hii sboolden in a square 
that line, take tba more distant object as the point 
of direction, and the nearer one as the interme- 
diate point. 

162. If onW a single prominent object present 
itself in the direction the guide has to follow, he 
will face to it as before, and immediately endeavor 
to catch on the ground some intermediate point, by 
which to give steadiness to his march on the point 
of direction. 

163. There being no prominent object to serre 
M the point of direction, the colonel will despat^sh 
the lieutenant colonel or adjutant to place himself 
forty paces in advance, fiicing the column, and by 
a sign of the sword <»stabli8h him on the direction 
he may wish to give to the leading guide ; that 
officer being thus placed, this guide wul take him 
AS the point of direction, conforming himself to 
what is prescribed in the school of the company^ 
No. 87. 

164. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command: 

1. CkikLmnforwcard. 2. Guide Ufl {or right,) 
3. Maech (or dmtbU qfdck — March). 

165. At the command mareh, briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of subdivision, the column will put 
itself in march, conforming to what is prescribed 
in the school of the company No. 200 and fol- 
lowing. 

166. The leading guide may always maintain 
himself correctly on the direction by keeping 
fteadily in view the two points indicated to bin^ 
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or chosen bj himself; if these points hare a cer 
tain elevation, he may be assured he is on the true 
direction, when the nearer masks the more distant 
point. 

167. The following guides will preserve with 
exactness both step and distance ; each will march 
in the trace of thd guide who immediately precedes 
him, without occupying himself with the general 
direction. 

168. The lieutenant colonel will hold himself, 
habitually, abreast with the leading guide, to see 
that he does not deviate from the direction, and 
will observe, also, that the next guide marches 
exactly in the trace of the first. 

169. The major will generally be abreast with 
the last subdivision ; he will see that each guide 
marches exactly in the trace of the one immediately 
preceding; if either deviate from the direction, the 
major will promptly rectify the error, and prevent 
its being propagated ; but he need not interfere, in 
this way, unless the deviation has become sensible, 
or materiaL 

170. The column being in march, the colonel 
will frequently cause the about to be executed 
while marching ; to this effect, he will command : 

1. Battalion, right about, 2. March. 
3. Guidt right, 

171. At the second command, the companies 
will fiiceto the right about, and the column will 
then march forward in an opposite direction ; the 
eldeft of subdivision will remain behind the firont 
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rank, the file closers in front of tbe rear rank, and 
Ihe guides will place theroseWea in tbe same rank. 
The lieutenant colonel will remain abreast of the 
first division, now in rear ; the major will give a 
pK>int of direction to the leading guide, and march 
abreast of him. 

172. The colonel will hold himself habitnally on 
Ihe directing flank ; he will lock to the step and to 
the distances, and see that all the principles pr^ 
scribed for the march in column, school of the 
companv, are observed, 

173. These means, which the praotioe in that 
school ought to have rendered familiar, will give 
sufficient exactness to the direction of the column, 
and also enable it to form fontard or faced the 
rear, an ihe right, or on the left, into line of battle, 
and to close in mass, 

174. But when a column, arriving in front, or 
in rear of the line of battle, or, rather, on one of 
the extremities of that line, has to prolong itself 
on it, in order to form to the ^ft or to ihe right into 
line of battle, then, as it is essential, to prevent 
the column from cutting the line, or sensibly 
deviating from it, other meansy as follows, will be 
employ^ 

The column arriving in fr&td of tTie line of battUt 
to prolong tt on this line. 

175. If the column right in front arrive in front 
of the line of battle, as it should cross it and find 
Itself four paces beyond it after having changed 
direction, the colonel will oause to be placed, in 
advance, a marker on the line to indicate tbi> poiaft 
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»t which the column ought to cross it, and another 
marker to indicate the point wliere the first snbdi- 
Tision should commence to wheel ; he will be flo 
placed that when the wheel is executed, the left 
guide will find himself four paces within the line 
of battle. The chief of the leading subdivision, 
when the head of the column shall haye arrived 
near the line, will take the guide to the right, and 
this guide will immediately direct himself on the 
second marker. On arriving abreast of him, this 
subdivision will be wheeled to the left, and when 
the wheel is completed, the guide will be changed 
again to the left ; this guide will then march pa- 
rallel to the line of battle by the means to be here* 
inafter indicated. 

176. The instant the first subdivision wheels, the 
right general guide, who, by a caution from the 
.lieutenant colonel, will before have placed himself 
on the line of battle at the point where the column 
crosses it, and who will have faced to the two 
points of direction in his front, indicated by the 
eolonel, will march forward correctly on the pro- 
longation of those points. 

177. The color-bearer will place himself in like 
nanner on the line of battle ; and, at the instant 
the color subdivision wheels, he will prolong his 
march on that line, abreast with this subdivision, 
taking care to carry the color^lance before the 
eentre of his person, and to maintain himself 
exactly in the direction of the general guide who 
preceaos him, and the point of direction in front 
which will have been indicated to him. 

178. Finally, the left general guide will place 
himsdlf in the same manner on the line of battle | 
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•ltd, at the instant the last subdiTision of the hat* 
talion wheels, he will march correctly in the direc- 
tion of the colour-bearer, and the other general 
guide. 

179. The guide of the first subdivision -will 
march steadily abrefist with the right generid 

f;uide, and about four paces to his ri^ht ; each of 
be guides of the following subdivisions wiU 
march in the trace of the guide who immediately 
precedes him, as prescribed. No. 167. 

180. The colonel, placed outside of the general 
guides, will see that the column marches nearly 
parallel to, and about four paces within these 
guides. 

181. The lieutenant colonel and major will look 
to the direction of the general guides, and to this 
end, place themselves sometimes in rear of the 
color-bearer, or the left general guide. 

182. If the column be composed of several bat- 
talions, the general guides of each will succes- 
sively place themselves on the line of battle to 
prolong their march on this line, as the leading 
subdivision, that of the color, and the one in the 
rear of their battalion, shall wheel into the new 
direction; these guides will conform themselves 
respectively, as will also the colonel, lieutenant 
colonel, and muor, to what is prescribed above 
for those of the leading battalion. 

183. In the case of several battalions, the lieu- 
tenant colonel of each will maintain steadily the 
guide of his leading subdivision about four paces 
within the line of general guides, even should the 
last subdivisions of the battalion immediately pre- 
ceding deviate from the parallelism, in order thai 
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« 

Jik% folse direction of ODe battalion may not jnflv- 
enee that of the battalions which follow. 

n<s column arriving behind the line of baOU, U 
^prolong it on this line, 

194. If the oolamn, right fn front, arriye behind 
the line of battle, as it ought to find itself four 
pacetB within this line, afl^er having changed 
direction, the colonel will cause a marker to be 
placed at the point where, according to that con- 
dition, the first subdiyision ought to commence 
wheeling. Another marker will be established on 
the line of battle, to indicate the point at which the 
general guides ought, in succession, to begin to 
prolong themselves on that line; he will oe so 
placed that each subdivision, having finished its 
wheel, may find itself nearly in a line with this 
marker. 

185. At the instant the first subdivision, afler 
having wheeled to the right, begins to prolong 
itself, parallelly to the line of battle, the leading 
general guide, placed in advance on that line, wiu 
direct himself on the two points taken in his front; 
the color-bearer and the other general guide will 
successively place themselves on the same line the 
instant that their respective subdivisions shall have 
finished their wheel. 

186. If the column be composed of several bat- 
talions, the general guides of the following batta- 
lions will successively execute what has been jusi 
prescribed for those of the leading battalion, and 
the whole will conform themselves, as well as the 
guides of subdivisions, and the field officers of the 
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several battalions, to what is indicated, aboye, for 
a column arriying in front of the line of battle. 

187. In a column, left in front, arriving in front 
or in rear of the line of battle, these movements 
will be executed on the same principles, and by 
inverse means. « 

The column arriving on fhe rigid or the left of th^ 
line of baiUe, to prolong it on this Itne, 

188. If the column, instead of arriving in front 
or in rear of the line of battle, arrive on its right 
or left, and if it have to prolong itself on that line, 
in order afterwards to form to the left or right into 
line of battle, the colonel will bring the color and 
general guides on the flank of the column bj the 
command color and general guides on the line: 
and these guides will prolong themselves on the 
line of battle, conforming to what is prescribed 
above. 

Manner of prolonging a line of hatUe hy fnarhers, 

189. When a column prolongs itself on the line 
of battle, it being all-important that the general 
guides march correctly on that line, it becomes 
necessary that colonels, lieutenant colonels, and 
majors, whose duty it is to maintain the true direc- 
tion, should be able to see, as far as practicable, 
the two objects, on which the march of the general 
guides ought to be directed ; consequently, when 
no prominent objects present themselves in the 
desired direction, the chief of the column will 
supply the want of them in advance by aids-do* 
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camp, or other mounted officers, and in sacb 
number as may be necessary. 

190. Three such officers may prolong a line as 
far as may be desired in the following manner : 
they will place themselves in advance on the line 
of battle, the first at the point where the head of 
the column ought to enter ; the second, three of 
four hundred paces behind the first, and the third, 
a like distance behind the second. The first of 
these officers will remain in position till the lead- 
ing general guide shall have entered on the line 
of battle, and then, at a gallop, place himself at 
a convenient distance behind the third. The 
second will do the like in respect to the first, when 
the head of the column shall be near him, and so 
on in continuation. These officers, without dis- 
mounting, will face to the column, and cover each 
other accurately in file. It vnll be on them that 
the general guides will steadily direct their march, 
and it vnll be so much the more easy for the latter 
to maintain themselves on the direction, as they 
will always be able to see the mounted officers over 
the heads of the preceding guides ; thus the de- 
viation from the direction, by one or more general 
guides, need not mislead those who follow. 

191. A single mounted officer may suffice to 
assure the directioir of a column, when the point 
of direction towards which it marches is very dis- 
tinct. In this case, that officer will place himself 
on the line of battle within that point, and beyond 
the one at which the head of the oolumn will halt, 
and remain in position till the column halts ; serv- 
ing thus as tne intermediate point for giving 
Bteadine.S8 to the march of the general guides. 
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192. For a column of one or two battalioni, 
markers on foot will suffice to indicate the line to 
be followed by the general guides. 

Remarks on the march in column, 

193. Although the uncadenced step be that of 
columns in route marches, and also that which 
ought to be habitually employed in the Evolutions 
of the Line, because it leaves the men more at 
ease, and, consequently, is better adapted to move- 
ments on a large scale and to difficult grounds, 
nevertheless, as it is of paramount importance 
to confirm soldiers in the measure and the move- 
ment of the cadenced pace, the route step will be 
but little practised in the exercises by battalion, 
except in going to, and returning from, the ground 
of instruction, and for teaching the mechanism 
and movements of columns in route. 

194. It is highly essential to the regularity of 
the march in column that each guide follow ex- 
actly in the trace of the one immediately pre- 
ceding, without occupying his attention with the 

feneral direction of the guides. If this principle 
e steadily observed, the guides will find them- 
selves aligned, provided that the leading one 
march exactly in the direction indicated to him ; 
and even should obstacles in his way force him 
into a momentary deviation, the direction of the 
column would not necessarily be changed; whereas, 
if the following guides endeavor to conform them- 
selves at once to all the movements of the leading 
one, in order to cover him in file, such endeavors 
would Tiecessarily cause corresponding fluctuation 
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in the column, from right to left, and from left to 
right, And render the preservadon of distances ex* 
tremelj difficult. 

195. As a consequence of the principle, that 
each guide shaU exacUy foUow in Vie trace of ih4 
one wTio immediately precedes, if^ pending the 
march of the column, the colonel shall give a new 
point of direction, too near to the first to require 
a formal change of direction, the leading ^uide, 
adyancing the one or other shoulder, will imme- 
diately direct himself on this point; the other 
guides will onlj conform themselves to this move* 
ment as each arrives at the point at which the 
first had executed it. ^ach subdivision will eon* 
form itself to the movement of its guide, the men 
insensibly lengthening or shortening the step, and 
advancing or refusing (throwing back) the shoul- 
der opposite to the guide, but without losing the 
touch of the elbow towards his side. 

196. The column, by company, being in march, 
the colonel will cause it to diminish front by ph^ 
toon, from front to rear, at once, and to increase 
front by platoon in like manner, which move- 
mente will be commanded and ezeeuted as pre- 
scribed in the school of the company, Nos. 28i 
and 273 and following, changing the eomnuuMl 
form company to form companies. So may he in<* 
orease and diminish, or diminish and increase 
front, acoordine to the same principles and at 
onoerbjr oomp^7. ehangpg tl!e oommand/«rM 
wmpanies to form divisions^ and the command 
kreak into pkUoans, to break into compames. la 
^bis oase, the companies and divisions will execute 
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wbat is prescribed for platoons and companies ro 
spectiYofy. 

197. The colnmn being at a halt, if the colonel 
should wish to march it to the rear, and the distance 
to be gained be so inconsiderable as to render a 
coantermarch a disproportionate loss of time, he 
will cause the column to face about, and then nut 
H in march by the commands prescribed No. lo4 ; 
the chiefs of the subdivisions will remain behind 
the front rank, the file closers before the rear 
rank, and the euides will step into the rear rank, 
now in front. In a column, by division, the junior 
captains, in the intervals between companies, will 
replace their covering sergeants in the t'ear rank, 
and these sergeants will step into the line of file 
dosers in front of their intervals. 



Articui Sicond, 
Column in route, 

108. A eolomn in route, like a column in mtf 
BOBuvre, ought never to have a depth greater than 
about the front it had oocupied'in the line of bat* 
Ue, less the front of a subdivision. 

199. The observance of this principle reqairei 
AO particular rule for a column in manoeuvre ; but, 
as a column in route may have hourly to pass nar- 
row ways, bridges, or other defiles, rendering it 
Beoessarjr to diminish the front of subdivisions, it 
becomes important to give rules and means by 
which the column may, for any length of march. 
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pTetserve the ease of the route step without elonga* 
tioD from front to rear. 

200. A column in route will be habitually 
formed by company. 

201. When a column in route shall arrive at a 
pass too narrow to receive the front of a company, 
the column will diminish front by platoon before 
entering. This movement will be executed suo- 
cessively, or by all the companies at once. 

202. If, however, the defile be very short, and it 
may be passed by the diminution of a few files, it 
will be preferable to break to the rear the limited 
number of files. 

203. The column being by platoon, and the 
want of space rendering a further diminution of 
front necessary, it will be diminished by seotioxit 
if the platoons be of twelve or more files. 

204. The column being by section, will continue 
to march by that front as long as the defile may 
permit. 

205. If the platoons have less than twelve files, 
one or two files will be broken to the rear, accord- 
ing to the narrowing of the defile, and the route 
stop continued as long as six files can march 
abreast. 

206. "What has just been explained for breaking 
files to the rear in a column by platoon, is equally 
applicable to a column by section. 

z07. If the defile be too narrow to permit six 
men to march abreast, the subdivisions will be 
marched successively by the fiank, conforming to 
what is prescribed Nob. 314 and 315, school of 
the company. 

208. The battalion marching by the flank, will 

TOL II. B 
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ba formed into oolumn, by flection, by platoon, or 
by company, as toon as the breadtn of the way 
may permit ; the several movements which these 
formations include will be executed by the com- 
mands of the captains, as their companies succes- 
^vely clear the defile, observing the following 
rules. 

209. As soon as the way is sufficiently broad 
to contain six men abreast, the captain will com- 
mand: 

1. By section (or hy platoon) into line, 2. March. 

210. At the oommand marcht tbe subdivisions 
indicated will form themselves into line ; the files 
which have not been able to enter, will follow f by 
the flank) the last four files of their subdivision 
which have entered into line. 

211. The column marching in this order, the 
files in rear will be caused to enter into line as the 
increased breadth of the way may permit. 

212. The column marching by section or by 
platoon, platoons or companies will be formed as 
Boon as the breadth of the wajr may permit. 

213. The leading subdivision will follow the 
windings of the pass or defile ; the following snh- 
divisions will not occupy themselves with the di» 
reotion, but all, in succession, pass over the trace 
of thft subdivisions which precede them respec- 
tively. The men will not seek to avoid the bad 
parts of the way, but pass, as far as practicable, 
each in the direction oi his file. 

214. Changes of direction will always be made 
without command ; if the change be important, a 
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caution merel^r from thereBpectiTe chiefs to theif 
■ubdmsions will suffice, and the rear rank, as well 
as the files broken to the rear, will execute sncces* 
alTely the movement where the front rank had 
executed it. 

215. The colonel will hold himself at the hea*d 
of the battalion ; he will regulate the step of the 
leading subdivision, and indicate to its cnicf the 
instant for executing the various movements 
which the nature of the route may render neces- 
sary. 

216.. If the column be composed of several bat- 
talions, each will conform itself, in its turn, to 
what shall have been commanded for the leading 
1;iattalioD, observing to execute each movement at 
the same place, and in the same manner. 

217. Finally, to render the mechanism, of all 
those movements familiar to the troops, and to ha- 
bituate them to march in the route step without 
elongating the column, commanders vnll generally 
cause their battalions to march in this step, going 
to, and returning from, fields of exercise. Each 
will occasionally conduct his battalion through 
narrow passes, m order to make it perceive the 
utility or the principles prescribed above ; and he 
will several times, in every course of instruction, 
march it in the route step, and cause to be exe- 
cuted, sometimes at once, and sometimes succcs- 
aively, the divers movements which have just been 
indicated. 
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Oenerdl remarks on (he column in route. 

218. The lesson relative to the colamn in ronta 
is, by its frequent application, one of the most im- 
portant that can be given to troops. If it be not 
well taught and established on right principles, it 
will happen that the rear of the colamn in route 
will be obliged to run, to regain distances, or that 
the front will be forced to halt till the rear shall 
have accomplished that object; thus rendering 
the march greatly slower, or ereatly more fa- 
tiguing, generally both, than if it were executed 
according to rule. 

219. The ordinary progress of a column in route 
ought to be, on good roads or good grounds, at the 
rate of one hundred and ten paces in a minute. 
This rate may be easily maintained by columns 
of almost any depth ; but over bad roads, {>loughed 
fields, loose sands, or mountainous districts, the 
progress cannot be so great, and must therefore be 
regulated according to circumstances. 

220. The most certain means of marching well 
in route, is to preserve always a regular and equal 
movement, ana, if obstacles oblige one or more 
■ubdivisions to slacken or to shorten the step, to 
cause the primitive rate of march to be resumed 
the moment the difficulties are passed. 

221. A subdivision ought never to take more 
than the prescribed distance from the subdivision 
immediately preceding ; but it is sometimes neces« 
sary to lessen that distance. 

222. Thus : the head of the column encounten 
an obstacle which obliges it to relax its march; i^ 
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tbe foUowine subdivisions will preseire the babi^ 
nal step, and close up in mass, if necessary, on the 
aubdivision nearest to the obstacle. Distances will 
afterwards naturally be recovered as each subdiTi 
sion shall snccesBively have passed the obstacle* 
Novertheless, if the difficulty be too great to be 
overcome by one subdivision, whilst the next is 
elosing up, so that distances cannot afterwards bo 
recovered without running, the chief of the column 
will halt the leading subdivision beyond the obsta- 
cle, at a distance sufficient to contain the whole 
column in mass. He will then put the column in 
inarch, the subdivisions taking distances by the 
head, observing to commence the movement in 
time, so that the last subdivision may not be 
obliged to halt, after having cleared the obstacle. 

223. When the chief of a column shall wish to 
change the rate of march, he will cause the lead- 
ing battalion to quicken or to relax the step insen- 
sibly, and send orders to the other battalions each 
to regulate itself by that which precedes it. 

224. The column being composed of several 
battalions, the generai-in-chief will always leave 
an aid-de-camp with its rear to bring him prompt 
information if it find a difficulty in following. 

225. Subdivisions ought always to step out well 
in obliquing, both in breaking^ and forming com- 
panies or platoons. When either is done m suo- 
cession, it is highly important that no subdivision 
slacken or shorten the step whilst that which pre- 
cedes it is engaged in the movement. The obper- 
▼ance of this principle can alone prevent an elon- 
gation of the column. 

226. If the battalion, marching by the flank, 
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encounter a pass so narrow as to oblige it to defile 
■with a front of two men, the colonel will ordef 
support arms, take the cadenced step, and undouble 
the files, which will be executed as prescribed m 
the school of the company, No. 326 ; the files will 
double again as soon as the breadth of the way will 
permit. 

227. If the defile be only sufficient to receive a 
front of one man, the colonel will cause the men 
to pass one at a time. The men of the same file 
should follow each other in their order as closely 
as possible, and without loss of time. As soon as 
the defile permits a front of two or four men, the 
battalion will be re-furmed into two or four ranks, 
and will march in this order until there be space 
to form nlatoons or sections, as itidicated No. 209. 

228. In both cases, just supposed, the head of 
the battalion, after having passed the defile, will 
march till sufficient space be left to contain the 
whole of the subdivisions in mass ; afterwards it 
will be put in march by the means indicated No. 
222. 

229. When a command has to move rapidly 
over a given distance, the movements prescribed 
in this article will be executed in double quick 
time; if the distance be long, the chief of the 
column will not allow the march at this gait to be 
continued for more than fifteen minutes; at the 
end of this time, he will order the ordinary route 
step to be marched for five minutes, and then 
again resume the double quick. If the ground be 
uneven, having considerable ascents and descents, 
he will reserve the double quick for those parts d 
HiQ ground most favorable to this march. 
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230. A eolamn xnarchini^ alteniatoly in doubk 
quick time and the ordinary route step, in th4 
manner stated, ean easily acoomplish very long 
distances in a very short space of time ; but when 
the distance to be passed over be not greater than 
two miles, it ought to be accomplished, when ths 
ground b favorable, without changing the rate of 
march. 

Article Thikd* 

To cJtanffe direction in cfihtmnai fidl disianee. 

231. The column being in march in the cadenced 
step, when the colonel shall wish to cause it to 
change direction, he will go to the point at which 
the change ought to be commenced, and establish 
a marker there, presenting the breast to the flank 
of the column ; this marker, no matter to which 
side the change of direction is to be made, will ber 
posted on the opposite side, and he will remain in- 
position till the last subdivision of the battalion 
■hall have passed. The leading subdivision beinr 
within a few paces of the marker, the colonel wiu 
opmmand: 

Mead <(f cohimn io ike Ufl (or riglU), 

232. At this, the chief of the- leading subdivi- 
sion will immediately take the guide on the side 
opposite the change of directioD if not already 
toerob This guide will direct himself so as to* 
graze the breast of the marker ; arrived at thir 
pointy the chief will cause his subdivision to 
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fthfen^ direieia0s by tbe commaDds utid according 
10 tbe principles prescribed in the school of the 
oompanj. When the wheel is ooinpleted, the chief 
pf this subdiTision will retake the guide, if changed, 
DQ the ^ide of the primitive direction. 

233 The chief of each succeeding subdiTision, 
IM well as the guides, wiH conforui to what has 
just been explained for the leading subdivision. 

235. Tbe colonel will carefully see that the guide 
«of each eubdivisioo, in wheeling, does not throw 
liimself without or within, but passes over all the 
'points of the aro of the circle, which he onght to 
•describe. 

233. As often as no distinct object presents 
itself in the new direction, the lieutenant colonel 
will place himself upon it in advance, at the dis- 
tance of thirty or forty paces from the marker, and 
^ assured in this direction by tbe colonel ; the 
•leading guide will take, the moment he shall have 
ehang^ direction, two points on the ground in the 
atraigbt line which, drawn from himself, would 
pass between the heels of the lieutenant colonel, 
taking, afterwards, new points as he advances. 

236. The major will see that the guides direct 
themselves on the marker posted at the point of 
change, so as to graze his breast. 

237. If the column be composed of several ba^ 
talions, the lieutenant colonel of the second, will 
cause the marker of the first battalion, to be 
replaced as soon as the last subdivision of this 
battalion shall have passed; this disposition will 
Ve observed by battalion after battalion, to the 
<cear of the o)lttmn« 
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BcTitarks, 

238. It has been demonstrated, school of the 
•ompany, how ioiportant it \B,flrsty that each snb* 
division execnte its change of direction preciselj 
at the point where the leading one had changea, 
and that it arrive in a square with the direction ; 
second, that the wheeling point oaght, alwajs, to 
be cleared in time, in order that the subdivision 
engaged in the wheel may not arrest the movement 
of the following one. The deeper the column, the 
more rigorously ought these principles to be ob- 
served ; because, a fault that would be but slight 
in a column of a single battalion, would causa 
maoh embarrassment in one of great depth. 



Articlb Fourth. 
To halt the column, 

239. The column being in march, when the 
colonel shall wish to halt it» he will command : 

1. Column, 2. HaIiT. 

240. At the second command, briskly repeated 
hj the^ captains, the column will halt ; no guide 
will stir, though he may have lost his distance, or , 
be out of the direction of the preceding suides. 

241. The column being in march, in double quick 
time, will be halted by the same commands. At 
the ootomand haU, the men will halt in their 
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places, and will themselves rectify their positiona 
m the ranks. 

242. The column being halted, when the colonel 
shall wish to form it into line of battle, he will 
move a little in front of the leading guide, and face 
to him ; this guide and the following one will fix 
their eyes on the colonel, in order promptly to 
conform themselves to his directions. 

243. If the colonel judge it not necessarf to ^ve 
a general direction to uie guides, he will limit 
himself to rectifying the position of such as may 
be without, or within the direction, by the com- 
mand guide of (such) company , or guides of (such) 
companies, to the right, (or to the lefi;) at this 
command, the guides designated will place them- 
selves on the direction ; the others will stand fast* 

244. If, on the contrary, the colonel judge it ne- 
cessary to give a general direction to the guides 
of the column, he will place the first two on the 
direction he shall have chosen, and command : 

Guides, cover. 

245. At this, the following guides will promptly 
place themselves on the direction covering the first 
two in file, and each precisely at a distance equal 
to the front of his company, irom the guide imme- 
diately preceding; the lieutenant colonel will 
assure them in the direction, and the colonel will 
command : 

X^, (or rt^*/)— Dribs. 
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246. At tbis commaDd, eacb company will in* 
dine to the right or left, and dress forward or 
backward, so as to bring the designated flank to 
rest on its guide ; each captain will plaoe himself 
two paces outside of his guide, promptly align his 
company parallelly with that which precedes, then 
command Front, and return to his place in column. 

247. Finally, if the general guides march on the 
flank of the column, the colonel, having halted it, 
will place himself in rear of the color-bearer, to 
ascertain whether the leading, general ^uide and 
the color-bearer be exactly on the direction of thd 
two points in advance, and establish them on that 
direction if they be not already on it ; the major 
will do the like, in respect to the general guide in 
the rear ; which being executed, the colonel will 
command : 

1. Guides — On ths line. 

248. At this command, the guide of each com- 
pany of the directing flank will step promptly into 
the direction of the general guides, and face to 
the front. The lieutenant colonel, placed in front 
of, and facing to, the leading general guide, and 
the major, placed in rear of the rearmost one, 
will promptly align the company guides. 

249. The colonel, having verified the direction 
of the guides, will command : 

Left (or right) — ^Drsss. 

250. This will be executed as pre8crA>ed, Non 
246. 
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Bemarki. 

251. The means indicated, No. 244, and follow- 
big, for giving a general direction to the guides 
of a column, at full distance, will apf)ly onlj to a 
column composed of two, or, at most, three 
battalions. If the number be more numerous, its 
chief will cause the colors and general guides of 
all the battalions to step out and place themselves 
on the direction which he may wish to give to the 
column, as is explained in the evolutions of the line. 



Article Fifth. 
2b eZoM the column to half distance, or in mas9. 

252. A column by company being ki full distance 
right in front, and at a halt, when the ocdonel 
•hall wish to cause it to close to half distance, on 
the leading company, he will command : 

1. To half dUiance, close column, 2. March (or 
double quich^-MASLOU,) 

253. At the first command, the captain of the 
leading company will caution it to stand fast. 

254. At the command march, which will be re- 
peated by all the captains, except the captain of 
the leading company, this company will stand fast, 
and its ohtef wilt align it bT the left ; the ^ idosert 
will close one pace upon the rear rank. 
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iiS, AH tbe otber oottipatiieB will continue i« 
march, and as each in suceession armes'at platoon 
dietance from the one which precedes, its captain 
will halt it. i 

256. At the instant that each company halts, its 
guide will plaee himself on the direction of the 
guides who precede, and the captain will align the 
company by the left ; the file closers will close one 
pace upon the rear rank. ^ 

257. No particular attention need be given to 
the general direction of the guides before they 
respectively halt ; it will suffice if each follow in 
the trace of the one who precedes him. 

258. The colonel, on the side of the guides, will 
snperintend the execution of the movement, ob* 
serving that the captains halt their companies ex- 
actly at platoon distance the one from the other. 

259. The lieutenant colonel, a few paces in front, 
will face to the leading guide and assure the posi- 
tions of the following guides as they successively 
place themselves on the direction. 

260. The major will follow the movement abreast 
with iho last goide^ 

261. If the column be in march, the colonel will 
•ause it to close by the same commands. 

262. If the oolamn be manch^g in double auick 
time, at the first command, the captain of the lead* 
ing company will command quick time; the chieft 
of the other companies will caution them to con- 
linae their march. ^ 

268. At the command march, the leading com- 
pany will march in quick, and the other compa- 
nies in double quick time ; and as each arrhei at 

TOL. U 
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platoon distanoe from the preeoding one^ its ohlof 
will cauBe it to march in quick time. 

264. When the rearmost oompanj shall have 
gained its distanoe, the colonel will command : 

Double quick — ^Makch. 

265. When the colonel shall wish to halt the 
oolumn and to cau8« it to close to half distance at 
the same time, he will notify the captain of the 
leading company of his intention, who at the com- 
mand march will halt his company and align it by 
the left. 

266. If the column be marching in quick time, 
and the colonel should not give the command 
double quick, the captain of the leading company 
will halt his company at the command marcA, and 
align it by the Iok. In the case, where the colonel 
adds the command double quick, the captains of 
companies will conform to what is prescHbed 
Ko. 262, and the movement will be executed as inr 
dicated No. 263. 

To close the column on the eiffhih, or rearmost 

company* 

267. The column being at a halt, if instead of 
eansing it to close to half distance on the first 
company, the colonel should wish to cause it to 
close on the eighth, he will command ; 

1. On the eighth company, to half distanoe eUm 
column. 2. Battalion a^iout — ^Facs. 3. Oohtmn 
forward, 4. Guide right, 5. March (or doubU 
fuich — March). 
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268. At the second command, all the companies 
except the eighth, will' face aboat, and their guides 
will remain in the front rank, now the rear. 

269. At the fourth command, all the captains 
will place themselves two paces outside of their 
companies on the directing flank. 

270. At the command march, the eighth com* 
pany will stand fast, and its captain will align it 
Dy the left) the othsr companies will put themselves 
in march, and, as each arrives at platoon distance 
fi jm the one established before it, its captain will 
h^lt it and face it to the front. At the moment 
that each company halts, the left guide, remaining 
faoed to the rear, will place himself promptly on 
the direction of the guides already established. 
Immediately after, the captain will align his com- 
pany by the left, and the file closers will close one 
pace on the rear rank. If this movement be exe- 
cuted in double quick time, each captain, in turn, 
will halt, and command: Such company, right aboni 
— Halt. At this command, the company desig- 
nated will face to the right about and nalt. 

271. All the companies being aliened, the colo* 
nel will cause the guides, who stand faced to the 
rear, to face about. 

272. The lieutenant colonel, nlacing himself 
behind the rearmost guide, will assure succes- 
sively the positions of the other guides, as pre- 
scribed No. 259 ; the major will remain abreast 
with the rearmost company. 

273. The column being in march, when the 
colonel shall wish to close it on the eighth com- 
pftDjy he \Eill command: 
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1. On <^ e^A^A eomjMifiy» to half disianee, eloM 
column, i. Battaiion right about. 3. March 
(or double quick — Mabch.) 4. Guide right, 

274. At tbe first command, the oaptsin of the 
eighth company will caution his company that it 
will remain faced to the front ; the captains of the 
other companies will caution their companies that 
they will have to face about. 

275. At the command marchf the captain of the 
eighth company will halt his company and align 
it by the left ; the file closers will close one pace 
upon the rear rank. 

276. The captains of the other companies, at 
the same command, will place themselves on the 
flank of the column; the subdivisions will face 
about, and as each arrives at platoon distance from 
the company immediately preceding it, its chief 
will face it to the front ana halt it as prescribed No. 
270. The instant each company halts, the guide 
on the directing flank, remaining faced to the rear« 
will quickly place himself on the direction of the 
guides alreaoy established. After which, the cap- 
tain will align the company by the left, and the 
file closers will close one pace upon the rear 
lank. 

277. The lieutenant colonel will follow the 
movement abreast of the first company. The 
major will place himself a few paces in rear of 
the guide or the eighth company, and will assure 
eaccessively the position of the other guides* 



Bemarks, 

278. A column by division at full distance will 
close to half distance by the same means and the 
tame commands. 

279. A column, by company, or by division, 
being at full or half distance, the colonel will 
cause it to close in mass by the same means and 
commands, substituting the indication, column^ 
dose in mass, for that of to half distcmce, clos€ 
column. Each chief of subdivision will conform 
himself to all that has just been prescribed, except 
that he will not halt bis subdivision till its guide 
shall be at a distance of six paces from the guide 
of the subdivision next preceding. 

280. In a column, left in front, these Tarioue 
movements will be executed on the same princi- 
ples. 

Article Sixth. 

T9 mareh in column ai haif distance^ or closed in 

mass, 

281. A column at half distance or in niaB8i» 
being at a halt, the colonel will put it in march 
by the commands prescribed for a column at full 
distance. 

282. The means of direction will also be the 
■ftme for a column at half distance or in mass, as 
for a column at full distance, except that the 
general guides will not step out. 

283. A column at halt distance or in nuuus 
being in march, when th^ eoloael ehftU wish ta. 

6* 1 



halt it, be -will give tbe commands prescribed for 
halting a column at full distance, and if, aftei> 
wards, be judge it necessary to give a genenL 
direction to the guides of the column, he will 
employ, to this end, the commands and means 
indicated, No. 244 and following. 

284. In columns at half distance or closed in 
mass, chiefs of subdivision will repeat the rom- 
mands march and haU, as in columns at full di^ 
tance. 

285. The colonel will often march the column 
to the rear, by the means and the commands pre- 
scribed Nos. 170 and 171.^ 

286. A column by division or company, whether 
at full or half distance or closed in mass, at a halt 
or marching, can be faced to the right or left, and 
marched on in the new direction. 



ASTICLB SbTXNTO. 

5fb change c^redicn in column ai half ^U$kmM. 

287. A column at half distance, being in march, 
will change direction by the same commands and 
according to the same principles as a column at 
fbll distance; bat as the distance between the 
subdivisions is less, the pivot man in each snbdivi- 
Bion will take steps 6f fourteen inches instead of 
%ine, and of seventeen inches instead of eleven, 
according to the gait, in order to clear, in time, 
the wheeling point, and the marching flank will 
describe the arc of a larger circle, llie better U 
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. 2b change diredUm in cokmn dosed in mau, 

l«f . To change direeHon in WMrehing, 

288. A colamn bj diTision, closed in ma8% 
being in march, will ohange direotioa bjr the,^tml 
of sabdivisions. 

289. Whether the change be made to the re- 
Terse* or to the pivot flank, it will always be exe<- 
cnted on. the principle of wheeling in marching; 
to this end, the colonel will first eaose the battalion 
to take the guide on the flank opposite to the in- 
tended change of direction, if it be not already on 
that flank. 

290. A colamn by division, closed in mass, right 
in front, having to change direction to the right, 
the colonel, after having caused a marker to be 
placed at the point where the change ought to 
commence, will command: 

1. Bttttalion^ right wheel, 2. March. 

291. At the command march^ the leading divi* 
rion will wheel as if it were part of a column %% 
half distance. 

292. The instant that this division commence? 
the wheel, all the others will, at once, conform 
tiiennelves to its movement; to this end thelefl 
gidde of each, advancing slightly the left shoulder 
ind kogtbening a little the step, will inottne It 
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the left, and will observe, at the same time, to gain 
uo much ground to the front that there may ooih 
stantly be an interval of fear paces between his 
division and that which precedes it ; and as soon 
as he shall eover the preceding guide, he will 
€ease to incline and then march exactly in his 
trace. 

293. Each division will conform itself to the 
movement of its guide ; the men will feel lightly 
the elbow towards him and advance a little the 
left shoulder the instant the movement com- 
mences ; each file, in inclining, will gain so much 
the less ground to the front, as the file shall be 
nearer to the pivot, and the right guide will gaia 
only so much as may be necessarv to maintain be- 
tween his own and the precedmg division the 
same distance which separates their marching 
flanks. 

294. Bach chief of division, turning to it, will 
regulate its march, and see that it remains con- 
stantly included between its guides, that its align- 
ment continues nearly parallel to that of the pre* 
eeding division, and that the centre bends only a 
little to the rear. 

295. The colonel will superintend the move* 
ment, and cause the pivot of the leading division 
to lengthen or to shorten the step, conforming to 
the principle established, school of the company, 
No. 227 — if either be necessary to facilitate the 
movement of the other divisions. 

296. The lieutenant colonel, placed near t-he 
left guide of the leading division, will regulate his 
narehy and take care, above all, that he doM Aot 
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Ibrow himself wUkin the arc he ought to d^ 
jcribe. 

297. The major, plaeed in the resr of the gnidee^ 
will see that the last three conform themselves, 
each by slight degrees, to the movement of thft 
guide immediately preceding, and that neither in« 
clines too. much in the endeavor to cover too 
promptly the guide in his front ; he will rectify . 
any serious fault that may be committed in either 
of those particulars. 

298. The colonel, seeing the wheel nearly ended* 
will command: 

1. Fonpard. 2. Masch« 

299. At the second command, which will be 
piven at the instant the leading division completes 
Its wheel, it will resume the direct march; the 
other divisions will conform themselves to this 
movement; and if any guide find himself not 
covering his immediate leader, he will, by slisht 
degrees, bring himself on the trace of that gaide» 
by advancing the right shoulder. 

300. If the column, right in front,- has tc 
change direction to the left, the colonel will first 
cause it to take the guide to the right, and then 
command : 

1. Battalion^ left whed, 2. March. 

301. At the command march, the battalion will 
ehange direction to the left, according to the prin- 
mples juet prescribed, and by inverse means. 

302. When the battalion shall haVe resamed 
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to the left, on seeing the last three guides nearly 
ID the directioB of the one ta frcmt. 

303. The fore^^oiiig ofaanges of direction will be 
•xecuted aeeordmg to th« mtmt prineiples in a 
colamn, left in front. 

804. A column bj company, closed in mass, will 
•hange direction in marching, by the comnaiids 
and means indicated for a column by division. 

305. The guide who is the pivot of the partica- 
lar wheel, ought to maintain himself at his nsual 
distance of six paces from the guide who precedes 
him ; if this distance be not exactly preserved, the 
divisions woald necessarily become confoundedf 
which must be carefully avoided. 

306. A oolamn by company, or by divimon, 
olosed in mass, being at a halt, when the oolong 
shall wish to ^tve it a new direction, and in which 
it is to remain, he will cause it to execilte thia 
movement by the. flanks of subdivisions, in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

307. The battalion hairing the right in fronts 
when the colonel shall wish to cause it to change 
direction by the right flank, he will indicate to 
the lieutenant colonel the point of direction to the 
right ; this officer will immediately establish, on 
the new direction, two markers, distant from each 
Other a little less than the front of the flrst subdi- 
vision, the first marker in front of the righi file of 
this subdivision; which being executed, he will 
oommand: 
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1. CkoMge direeHan by the right ^emh. 2. Baikt- 
Hon, right — Yacm. 3. March (or double quick — 
Mabch). 

308. At the second command, the column wilY 
face to the right, and each chief of subdivision will 
place himself by the side of his right guide. 

309. At the command march, all the subdivi- 
Bions will step off together : the right guide of the 
leading one will direct himself from the first step, 
parallelly to the markers placed in advance on the 
new direction; the chiei of the subdivision will 
not follow the movement, but see it file past, and 
as soon as the left guide shall have passed, he will 
oommand : 

1. First company {or first division), 2. Halt. 
3. 1'bont. 4. Left — Drbss. 

310. At the fourth command, the subdivision 
will place itself against the two markers, and be 
promptW aligned by itb chief. 

311. The right guide of each of the following 
subdivisions will conform himself to the direction 
of the right guide of the subdivision preceding his 
own in the column, so as to enter on the new di- 
rection parall^lly to that subdivision, and at the 
distance of four paces from its rear rank. 

312. Each chief of subdivision will halt in his 
own person, on arriving opposite to the left guides 
already placed on the new direction, see his sub- 
division file past, and conform himself, in halting 
and aligning it, to what is prescribed No. 309. 



70" mm>^h 9^va :3AtTMJja» <wb»^ii8b 

313. If the change of direction be hy the left 
flank,' the coIobaI ^filloftase nMrkera to be «Ata- 
blished aa before, the first in front of the ieft file 
of the leading subdivision, and then give the same 
commands, substituting the indication left fo; 
right, 

314. At toe seoond command, all the sabdivi- 
fiions will £aoe to the left, and each chief irill place 
himself by the aide of his left guide. 

315. At the command march, all the sitbdivi* 
Bions will step off together, eaeh conduoted by its 
chief. 

316. The guide of the leading subdiTisioii will 
direct himseS', from the first step, parailellT to the 
markers ; the subdivisioti will be eondacted l^f its 
chief; and as soon as its lef% euide shall have 
passed the second marker, it will be halted and 
aligned' as preecribed ashoTe ; and so of each of the 
following subdivisions. 

317. The colonel will hold himself on the desig- 
nated flank, to see that eaoh subdivisioti enters 
the new direction parallelly to the leading one, 
and at the prescribed distance from that whiob 
precedes. 

318. The lieutenant colonel will place himself 
in front of, and facing to, the guide of the leading 
subdivision, and will assure the positions oi th^ 
foUowiDg guides, as they suocessively arrive .n 
the new direction. 

319. The major will follow the movement abreast 
with the last subdivision. 

320. In order that this movement may be exe- 
cuted with facility and precision, it is necessary 
that tbc leading subdivision should entirely uo* 



maalc.'tbe coIojbb; iov extei|>ld, the motwaw* 
being made by the right flank, it is neoieBtary, b^ 
fore faaltiDg the leading Bubdivision, that its left 
guide sbim, at'le^at, have nrrlved at tli« place pre- 
viously occupied by its right guide, in order that 
each following snbdiTiBion vrhioh has to pas* over 
a space at least equal to ita front to put itself id 
the new direction, and whose left ought to pass 
the point at which the right had rested, may, at 
the eommaDd huU, fiod itself, in its wbol^ ffon^ 
parallel to the leading subdiyieioQ. 

321. By this method there is no direction that 
may not be g^ven to a coluiaa in masft. 



Being in column at half distance, or closed in mau^ 

io take distances. 

322. A column at half distance will take full 
distances hj/ the head of the column when it baa 
to prolong itself on the line of battle. If, on th^ 
contrary, it has to form itself in line of battle oa 
the ground it occupies, it will take distances on 
the leading or on the rearmost subdivision, accord- 
ing as the one or other may find itself at the point 
where the right or left of the battalion ought to 
rest in line of battle. 

l«t To take distaneet hy ike "heckd of the eolumm 

323. The column being by company at half di^ 
tance and at a halt, when the colonel shall wish to 

TOL. 
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MUM It to take ftiU dbtanees by tiie head, he will 
oommand : 

By ike head ofeoUimn, take ¥>Keding distanee. 

824. At tbiB command, the captain of the lead- 
ing company will pat it in maron ; to this end, h« 
will commuid: 

1. First company i forward, 2. Guide left 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

325. When the second ehall have nearly its 
wheeling distance, its captain will command : 

1. Second company, forward, 2. Guide left, 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

326. At the command m/trch, which will be pro- 
nounced at the instant that this company shall 
have its wheeling distance, it will step off smartly, 
taking the step from the preceding company. 
Each of the oUier compf^iies will saccessiyeiy 
ezecnte what has just been prescribed for the 
•econd. 

327. The colonel will see that each company 
puts itself in march at the instant it has its dis* 
tance. 

328. The lieutenant colonel will hold himself at 
tlie head of the column, and direct the march of 
the leading guide. 

329. The major will hold himself abreast with 
the rearmost guide. 

330. If the column, instead of being at a halt^ 
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be in march, the cdonel will give ihe same oom- 
mands, and add : 

March (or double quick — March). 

331. If the column be marching in quick time, 
at the command marehf the captain of the leading 
cempany will cause double quick time to be taken ; 
which will also be done by the other captains as 
the companies successiYeiy attain their proper 
wheeling distance. 

332. if the column be marching in double quick 
Hme, the leading company will continue to march 
at the same gait. The captains of the other com- 
panies will cause quick time to be taken, and as 
each company gains its proper distance, its cap- 
tain win cause it to retake the double quick step, 

2d, To take dittancet on thi rear of <Ae eolwMi, 

333. If the colonel wish to take distances on 
the rearmost company, he will establish two 
markers on the direction he shall wish to gtye to 
the line of battle, the first opposite to the rear- 
znost company, the second marker towards the 
heai of the column, at company distance from the 
first, and both facing to the rear; at the same 
time, the right general guide, on an intimation 
from the lieutenant colonel, will move rstpidly a 
little beyond the point to which the head of the 
^olumn will extend, and place himself correctly on 
the prolongation of the two markers. These dis* 
poaitioDS l^ing made, the colonel will command : 
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\. On the eighth company, fake wheeling distance. 
2. Column /ortoard, 3. Guide l^. 4* March 
(or double quick — March). 

334. At the third commftad, the oapfalna will 

place tbemselveg two paces outside of the direct- 
ing flank ; the captain of the eighth companj will 
<^aution it to stand fast 

335. At the command marcT^ repeated bj all 
the captaina, except the captain of the eighth com- 
pany, this latter company will stand fast; its chief 
will align it by the left on the first marker, who is 
opposite to this company, and place himself before 
its centre, after commanding: Front. At this 
command, the marker will retire, and the left 
gnide will take his place. 

336. All the other companies will put tl^mselTes 
in march, the guide of the leading one directing 
himself a little within the right general guide; 
when the seventh company has arrived opposite 
the second marker, its captain will halt, and align 
it on this marker, in the manner prescribed for 
the eighth company. 

. 337. When the captain of the sixth company 
shall see that there is, between his company and 
the seventh, the necessary space for wheeling into 
line, he will halt his company ; the guide facing 
to the rear will place himself promptly on the di- 
rection, and the moment he shall be assured in his 
position, the captain will align the company by 
the left, and then place himself two paces before 
Its centre ; the other companies will successively 
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aoufinrm fhemseNet to what h«0 Jtt^t lieeB pre* 
Bcribed for the sixth company. ' 
' 338. The oolonel will fellow the tnovement^ tmA 
see that each company halts at the prescnbed dii^ 
tance ; be will promptly .remedy any fiiuU that 
may be committed, and, as soon as all the eompv 
nies shall be aligned, he will eanse the gtildes, who 
Are faced to the rear, to face about. 

339. The lieutenant edonel will racceseiTely 
assure the left guides on the direction, placing 
himself in their rear, as they arrive. 

340. The major will bold himself at the head of 
the oolnmn, and will direct the march of the leaii* 
ing guide. 

M. To tak* ditiancti an f fte htad of ike eoiwmn, 

341. The colonel, wishing to take dislanoiss on 
the leading company, will establish two marker* 
in the manner just preMribed, one abreast With 
this company, and llie other at company distenoe 
in rear of the irst, but both facing to the front: 
the left general guide, on an intimation from the 
lieutenant eolonel, will moTO rapidly to the rear 
and place himself correctly on the prolongation of 
the two markers, a little beyond the pointto whicl^ 
the rear of the ooimin will extends these disposi* 
tiona baiog made, the eolonel will oomraMid: 

I, On the fint eompainy, lake vihedino distanee. 
2. BmUalim, o&ewf— Faps. 3. OMumn, for 
ward. 4. Guide right. 5. M^BCtt (or dcluJbk 
etttdb'«-MAScR). 
7 



342. At ib0 Moond oommand, all the compa* 
nieSy except the one designated, will face abool^ 
the guides remaining in the front rank, now be- 
oome the rear. 

343. At the fourth command, the captains will 
place themselves outside of their guides. 

344. At the command march, the captain of 
the designated companj will align it, as pr» 
scribed* No. 335, on the marker placed by its 
side. 

345. The remaining companies will put them* 
selves in march, the guide oi the rearmost one will 
direct himself a little within the left general guide; 
when the second company shall have arrived opp^ 
site the second marker, its captain will face it 
about, conforming ifi what is prescribed. No. 270, 
and align it, as has just been prescribed for the 
first compaii;^. 

346. The instant that the third companj* shall 
l^ave its wheeling distance, its captain will halt 
it facing it about» as prescribed. No. 270, and 
align it by the lefl ; the captains of the remaining 
companies will each, in succession, conform him- 
self to what has just been prescribed for the cap* 
tain of the third. 

347. The colonel will follow the movement, tm 
Indicated No. 338 ; the lieutenant colonel and ma> 
ior will conform themselves to what is prescribed^ 
Nos. 339 and 340. 

348. These various movements will be executed 
according to the same principles in a column with 
the left in front. 

349. They will be executed in like manner b^ a 
eolumn closed in mass ; but, if it be the wish of 
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Ule eolonel to Of>en out the column to half, instead 
of full distaaee, be will substitute, in the oom* 
mands, the indkatijn Aa(/^ for that of toJuding 
distance. 

360. In a column bj diyision, distanoet will \m 
taken aeoording to the same principles. 



AmncLs Txhth. 
Ccuniermardk of a column aiJvU or kdlfdiHamtk 

351. Ib a column at full or half distance, the 
eonntermarch will be executed by the means indi- 
cated, school of the company ; to this end, the colo« 
oel will command t 

I. Countermarch. 2. Battalion right (or Zic/?)— 
Fags. 3. By Me left (or right). 4. March (of 
dotU)le ^u;A^--^arch). 

lb eouniermarch a column dosed in mauk 

352. If the column be closed in mass, the couih 
lermareh will, be executed by the commands and 
oieans subjoined. 

353. The column being supposed formed by d»* 
fibion, right in front, the colonel will command ; 

L Cotmtermarek. 2» BattaUon^ right and kft-^ 
7acx. 3. By file left and right. 4. Masch {o$ 
doMe g«icft— MASCtt). 
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354. At the first command, the chiefs of the odd 
numbered divipions will caution them to face to 
the right, and the chiefs of the others to face to the 
left. 

355. At the second command, the odd diyisions 
^ill face to the right, and the even to the left ; the 
right and left guides of all the divisions will face 
about ; the chiefs of odd divisions will hasten tu 
their right and cause two files to break to the rear, 
and each chief place himself on the left of the 
leading front rank man of his division ; the chiefs 
of even divisions will hasten to their left, and 
cause two files to break to the rear, and each 
chief place himself on the right of his leading 
front rank man. 

356. At the command march, all the divisions, 
each conducted b^ its chief, will step off smartly, 
the guides standmg fast ; each odd division will 
wheel by file to the left around its right guide ; 
each even division will wheel by file to the right 
around its left guide, each division so directing its 
march as to arrive behind its opposite guide, an^ 
when its head shall foe up with this guide, th< 
chief will halt the division, and cause it to face tc 
the front. 

357. Each division, on facing to the front, will 
be aliened by its chief by the right ; to this end, 
the chiefs of the even divisions will move rapidly 
to the right of their respective divisions. 

358. The divisions being aligned, each chief 
will command. Front; at this, the guides will 
•faift to their proper flanks. 

359. In a column with the left in front, the 
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adontennanh will bd ezeonted by the sAme com- 
Boands and means ; bnt all the diyisioiiB will b^ 
aligned by the left: to this end, the chiefs of the 
odd divisions will hasten to the left of their re- 
spective divisions a^ soon as the latter shall hava 
been faced to the front. 

360. The colonel, placed on the directing flank| 
will eaperintend the general movement. 

361. The countermarch being ended, the lieute* 
nant colonel will always place himself abreast 
with the leading, and the major abreast with the 
rearmost division. 

362. In a colnmn by company, closed in mass* 
the eonntermaroh will be executed by the same 
means and commands, applying to companies what 
M prescribed for divisions. 

o63. The countermarch will always take place 
from a halt, whether the column be closed in mass* 
or at full, or half distance. 



Aftticii Elkvintb. 

Being in column hy company, dosed in mcus^ i$ 

form divisions, 

364. The column being closed in mass, riffht in 
front, and ait a halt, when the colonel shall wish 
to form divisions, he will command : 

1. Form divisums, 2. Left companies^ Uft — ^Fikcs* 
3. Mabch (or double gutcA^^MABCH.) 
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365. At the first eoramand, the cafytuns of tba 
left companies will caution them to face to the 
left. 

366. At the seoond command, the left companies 
will face to the left, and theif captains will place 
themselves bj the side of their respective left 
guides. 

367. The right companies, and their captains, 
will stand fast ; but the risht and left guides of 
each of these companiei will place themselves re- 
spectively before the right and left files of the com- 
parv, both guides facing to the right, and each 
resting his right arm gently against the breast of 
the front rank man of the file, in order to mark 
the direction. 

368. At the command marchf the left companies 
only will put themselves in march, their captainp 
standing fast ; as each shall see that his company, 
filing past, has nearly cleared the column, he wm 
command: 

1. Such company. 2. Halt. 3. Front. 

, 369. The first command will be given when 
tlie company shall yet have four paces to march ; 
the second at the instant it shall have cleared its 
ri^ht company ; and the third immediately after 
the second. 

370. The company having faced to the front, 
the files, if there be intervals between them, will 
promptly incline to the right; the captain will 
place himself on the left of tho right company 
of the division, and align himself correctly on ths 
front rank of thai company. 
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STl. The left guide will plfiee himself at the 
same time before one of the three left files of his 
oompany, face to the right, and cover correctly 
the guides of the right company; the moment 
his captain sees him established on the direction, 
he will command : 

872. At this, the left company will drees forward 
on the alignment of the right company ; the front 
rank man, who may find himself opposite to the 
left guide, will, without preceding his rank, rest 
lightly bis breast against the right arm of this 
guide ; the captain of the left company will direct 
Its alignment on this man, and the alignment being 
assur^, he wUl command, Front; but not quit 
hie position. 

373. The colonel seeing the divisions formed, 
will command ; 

374. At this, the guides who have marked the 
fronts of divisions will return to their places in 
column, the left guide of each right company pass- 
ing through the interval in the centre of the divi- 
sion, and the captains will place themselves aj 
prescribed No. 75. 

375. The colonel, from the directing flank of the 
column, will superintend the general execution of 
the movement. 

376. If the column be in march, instead of al • 



halt, when the oolonel tliall wish to form dBvy 
0ionf , he will oommand : 

1. Form ditisians, 2. Lejt companies, hy the left 
fiank, 3. Maroh (or double quick — March). 

377. At tbe first command, tbe captains of the 
right companies will command, Mark time, the 
captains of the left companies will oaution their 
oonipanies to face by the left flank, 

378. At the third command, the right companies 
will mark time, the left oompanies will face to the 
left ; the captains of the left companies will each 
see his company file past him, and when it has 
cleared the column, will command : 

Such company by the right flaiik^lAARCu. 

As soon as the divisions are formed, the colonel 
will oommand : 

4. Forward, 5. Maech. 

879. At the fifth command, the column will 
Tesume the gait at which it was marching previous 
to the eommenoement of the movement. The guides 
of eadb division will remain on the right and left 
of their respective oompanies ; the left guide of the 
right company will pass into the line of file closers, 
before the two oompaniee are united; the right 
guide of tbe left company will step into tbe real 
rank. The captains will place themselves as pr^ 

"*^ ' No. 75, 
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Being in edkMm at fuU &r half dkianee to firm 

dwmons, 

380. If tbe column be at a halt, and, instead of 
being closed in mass, is at fall or half distance, di* 
TisioDS will be formed in tbe same manner; bnt the 
eaptains of the left companies, if tbe movement be 
made in quick time, after commanding Front, will 
each place himself before the centre of his com 
paiiy, and command, 1. 8u^h company, firward, 
2. Guide right. 3. March. If tbe moyement be 
made in double quick time, each will command as 
soon as his company has cleared the column : 

1. Such company by the right Jlahk, 2. March. 

381. The right guide of en'h lefb company will 
flo direct his march as to arrive by the side of the 
man on the left of the right company. The left 
company being nearly up with the rear rank of the 
right company, its captain will halt it, and the 
movement will be finished as prescribed No. 371 
and following. 

382. If the left be in front, tbe movement will 
be executed by inverse means : the right oompa* 
niee will conform themselves to what is prescribed 
above for the left companies ; and the two guides, 
placed respectively, before -the right and left filea 
of each len eompany, will face to the left. At the 
command, Guide$ posts, given b^ the colonel, the 
gaidee, who have mark^ the mnt of divisions, 
and the captains, will quickly retake their places 
in the column. 

' 383. If the column be marching at full distance, 
the divisions will be formed as prescribed No. 196 
If it be masdiing a* half distance, tbe formation 
TOL. u. 



will take place by the commanda and aooording td 
the principles indicated No. S76 ; if the column be 
marohing in double quick time, the compaaies 
which should mark time will march in quick timo 
by the command of their oaptaint. 

Memarks on the/ormoHon 0/ divisions from a halL 

384. As this movement may be considered as 
the element of deployments, it ought to bo eze- 
Quted with the utmost accuracy. 

385. If companies marching by the flank do not 
preserve exactly their distances, thero will be 
openings between the files at the instant of facing 
to the nont 

386. If captains halt their companies too early, 
they will want space, and the files which have not 
oleared the flanks of the standing companies will 
not be able to dress into line without pushing their 
ranks laterally. 

387. If on the contrary the companies be halted 
too late, it will be necessary for them to incline to 
the right or left in dressing; and in deployments, 
either of these faults would lead to error in the 

-foUowins companies. 

388. As often as a guide shall have in step oak 
to place himself before his subdivision in order to 
mark the direction, he will be particularly oaFefid 
to place himself so as to be opposite to one of the 
three outer files of the sabdivision when they shall 
be aligned : if he take too much distance, and nei- 
iiier of those files finds itself against him, the 
chiefs of the subdivision will have no assured 
point on which to direct the alignment 
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PAKE FOURTH. 

Different modes of passing from the order in eclitmn 

io the order in battle* 

Articli Fib8T. 

Manner of determining the line of baiUe. 

389. The line of battle may bo marked or deten 
mined in three different manners : Ist, by placing 
two markers eighty or a hundred paces apart, on 
the direction it is wished to ^ive to the line; 2<2, 
by placing a marker at the point at which it may 
be intended to rest a flank, and then choosing a 
second point towards, or beyond the opposite flank, 
and there posting a second marker distant from 
each other a little less than the leading subdiyi* 
sion ; Zd, by choosing at first the points of direo* 
tion for the flanks, and then determining, by in- 
termediate points, the straight line between those 
selected points, both of which may sometimes b«i 
beyond reach, 

Articir Sboono. 

Different modes of passing from edumn at fkQ 
distance into line of batUe, 

L To the left (or right) ^ 
4. Faced to tbexear, J 
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ItC Cbliiiiiii at /uU diHnn^e, right in froiU, to iJU t^ 

into lino of battlo, 

390. A oolumn, right in front, being at a halt, 
when the colonel shall wish to form it to the left 
into line, he will aware the poeitions of the guides 
by the means previously indicated, and then com- 
mand i 

1* L0 tti^ Hney whed, 2. Mabob (or daubU 
. : quick-^MjMOR), 

891. At the first command, thet-?ght guide of 
tite leading Company will hasten to ^Tace himself 
on the direction of the left guides of the column, 
face to them, and place himself so as to be oppo- 
site to one of the tnree right files of his company, 
when they shall be in line : he will be assured m 
this poSTtion by the lieutenant colonel. 
- 392. At the command triarchy briskly repeated 
by the captains; the left front rank man of each 
eompany will face to the left;, and rest his breast 
lightly against the right arm of his guide ; the 
oompanies will wheel to the left on the princi- 
ple of wheeling from a halt, conforming them- 
selves to what is prescribed, school of the com- ! 
pKtjf No. 239 1 each captain will turn to bis com- 
pany, to observe the execution of the movement^ 
and, when the right of the company shall arrive 
at three paces from the line or battle, he will 
oommand : j 

1. Such company. 2. Hau. 



393. The company being halted, the ewtain will 
>laoe himfielf oa the line by the tide of the left 
firoot rank man of the eompany nexti on the ri^hiti 
align himself correctly, and oommand : 

3. Right^J>taBM. 

394. At this oommand, the oompany will drees 
up between the captain and the front rank man; on 
its left, the captain directing the alignmen^en that 
man ; the front rank man on the rieht of the ri^t 
oompcmy, who finds himself opposite to its rieht 
gaide, will lightly, rest hie Inreaet against the left 
arm of this guide. 

395. Each captain, having aligned bis corapaaj, 
will command, Front, and the colonel will add:- 

(TKuJet— Posts. 

396. At this command, the guides will Mtam to 
their places in line of battle, each passing tbroi^ 
the nearest captain's interval; to permit him to 
pass, the captain will momentarily step before the 
nrst file of his company, and the covering sergeant 
behind the same file. This ru!6 ia gmermi for aU 
(he formations into lins of batUe. 

8v7. When companies form line of battle, file 
closers will always place themselves ezaetlr two 
paces from the rear rank, which will sufficiently 
aware their alignment. 

398. The battalion being correctly aligned, the 
eolonel, lieutenant colonel, and major, as well as 
the adjutant and sergeant major, will return to 
their respective places in line of battle. Theii ndt 
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is gmmAfot aO iKt formatioM inUo line ofhcOtU; 
tMveithdless, the batttiHon being in the school of 
elementary instruction, the colonel will go to any 
point he may deem necessary. 

399. A column, with the left in front, will form 
itself to ike righi into line of battle, according 
to the same principles ; the left guide of the left 
eompany will place himself, at the first command, 
on tne direction of the right guides, in a manner 
corresponding to what is prescribed. No. 391, for 
the right gotde of the right company. 

400. At the command guides postSt the captains 
will take their places tn line of battle as well as 
the guides. This rule is general for aU formaiums 

,Mo Une afhatUe in which the companies are aligned 
bg the left. 

401. A column by division may form itself into 
line of battle by the same commands, and means, 
but observing what follows: if the right be in 
ihrofBt, St the command haU, given by the chiefs of 
tdiviaion, the left guide of each right company will 
place himself on the alignment opposite to one of 
the three files on the left of his company ; the left 
snide of the first company will be assured on the 
direction by the lieutenant colonel ; the left guides 
of the other right companies will align themselves 
correctly on the division guides ; to this end, the 
division ^ides (on the alignment) will invert, and 
hold their pieces up perpendicularly before the 
centre of their bodies, at the command l^ into 
linet UfheeL If the column by division be with the 
left in front, the right guides of left companies will 
conform themselves to what has just been pre< 
iCTibed for the left guides of right companies, and 
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place tbemselTes on tbe line opiKMite to one of the 
three right files of their respective companies. 

40K2. A column in march will be formed into 
line, withoat halting, by the same commands and 
means. At the command march, the guides will 
Imlt in their places, and the lieutenant colonel will 
fHromptly rectify their positions. 

403. If, in forming the column into line, the 
colonel should wish to moTe forward, without halt- 
ing, he will command : 

L Bpcoff^anks left wheel, 2. Maxgh (or douHU 

quick — March). 

404. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by the captains, each company will wheel to the 
left on a fixed pivet, as presoribed in the school 
of the oompany,. No. 261 ; the left guides will step 
back into the rank of file closers before the wheel 
is oompleted, and when the right of the companies 
•hall arriYe near the line, the colonel will com- 
mand: 

3. Forward, 4. Mahch. 5. Gruide centre, 

405. At the fourth command, giyen at the in- 
stant the wheel is completed, the companies will 
inarch directly to the front. At the fifth command, 
the color and the general guides will move rapidly 
six paces to the front. The colonel will assure the 
direction of the color ; the captains of companies 
hnd the men will, at once, conform themselves to 
jthe principles of the march in line of battle, to 
Jm» hereinafter indicated. No. 587, and following^ 



406. The Bftme pHnoiples «re applicable to a 
eolumn left in front. 

By inversi4m to ikt risfkt (or left) info Une of batik, 

407. When a oolomn, right in front, shall be 
under the neoeseity of forming itself into line 
faced to the rererse flank, and the colonel shall 
wish to execute this formation by the ahortesl 
movementy he will command : 

L By inverHont right into line, vheeL 2. Bm^ 

taUon, gtdde right, 

i 408. At the first command, i&e lieutenant- 
colonel will place himself in front, and facing to 
the right guide of the leading subdivision ; at the 
second command, he will rectify, as promptly as 
possible, the direction of the right guides or the 
column ; the captain of the odd company, if there 
be one, and the column be by division, will 
promptly bring the right of his company on the 
direction, and at company distance from the divi- 
sion next in front ; the left guide of the leading 
subdivieion will place himself on the direction of 
the right guides, and will be assured in his posi- 
tion by the lieutenant colonel ; which being ez^ 
outed, the colonel will command : 

3. Makch (or double quick — March). 

409. At this, the right front rank man of each 
subdivision will face to the right, rest his breast 
lightly against the left arm of his guide» and tin 
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baMaUoQ will form itself to the risht into line of 
battle, according to the principles prescribed ; 
which being executed, the colonel will command: 

Guidei — ^PosTS. 

410. If the column be with the left in fronti I* 
will form itself^ by inversion, to the left into line, 
«u;cordinK to the same principles. 

41).. If the colonel should wish the battalion, 
when formed into line of battle^ to be moved for- 
ward, the movement will be executed by the com- 
mands, and according to the priaciplee indicated 
in No, 403 ; always preceding the eonimand, Im 
eompames right (or Isft) wh^d, by the oo»mana» 
by tnversion* 

9 

Successive Formations, 

f 

412. Under the denomination of luccessiTa 
formations are included all those formations 
where the several subdivisions of a column arrive 
one after another on the line of battle ; such are 
formations on the right, or left, forward and fac^ 
to the rear into line of battle, as well as deploy- 
ments of columns in mass. 

413. The successive formations which may be 
ordered when the column is marching, and is to 
continue marching, will be executed by a combi- 
nation of the two gaits, quick and doutle quick time* 
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Iff. Column ai fuU dittanee, on the right (or on tft« left), 

into lino of bottle, 

414. A colamn b^ company, at full distance and 
right in front, having to form itself on the right 
into line of battle, the colonel will indicate to the 
lieutenant colonel a little in advance, the point of 
appuit or rest, for the rieht, as well as the point 
of direction to the lefb; the lieutenant colonel will 
hasten with two markers, and establish them in 
the followinfs manner on the direction indicated. 

415. The first marker will be placed at the point 
of appui for the right front rans man of the lead- 
ing company ; the second will indicate the point 
where one or the three left files of the same com- 
pany will rest when in line ; they will be* placed 
80 as to present the right shoulder to the battalion 
when formed. 

416. These dispositio&s being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. On the right, into line, 2. Battalion, guide HghL 

417. At the second command, the right will be- 
come the directing flank, and the touch of the 
elbow will be to that side ; the right guide of the 
leading company will march straight forward until 
up with the turning point, and each following 

§uide will march in the trace of the one imme- 
iately preceding. 

418. The leading company being nearly up with 
Cne first marker, its captain will command: 
1. Right turn, and when the company is precisely 
op with this marker, he will add : 2. March. 
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419. At tiie omnwand march, tbe oompftfiT will 
lam to the right ; the right gaid« will so direct 
himself 9^ to bring the man next to him opposite 
to the right marker, and when at three paces from 
him, the captain will command: 

1. First company; 2. Halt. 

420. At the second command, the company will 
halt ; the files, not jet in line, will form promptly; 
the left guide will retire as a file closer ; and the 
captain will then command : 

3. Bighi^J>Basa, 

421. At this command, the company will ali^n 
itself; the two men who find tliemselves opposite 
to the two markers, will each lightly rest his breast 
against the right atm of his marker ; the captain, 
passing to the right of the front rank, will direct 
the alignment on these two men. These rules ofre 
genertdfor all successive formations. 

422. The second company will continue to 
majTch straight forward ; when arrived opposite to 
the left flank of the preceding company, it will 
torn to the right, and be formed on the line of 
battle, as has just been prescribed ; the right guide 
will direct himself so as to come upon that line 
by the side of the man on the left of the first 
company. 

423. At the distance of three paces from the 
line of battle, the company will be halted by its 
MptttBy who will place himself briskly by the side 



of the man on tbe \tf^ of the preeeding oompanj, 
and ali^ himself correctly on its front rank. 

<424. The left guide will, at the same time, plaoo 
himself before one of the three left files of bis com* 
pany, and, facing to the ri^ht» he will place him* 
self accurately on the direction of the two marker! 
of the preceding company. 

425. The captain will then command : 

J?t^A/— Dress. 

426. At this command, the second company 
will dress forward on the line ; the captain will 
direct its alignment on the front rank man who 
hns rested his breast against the left guide of the 
company. 

427. The following companies will thas eome 
successively to form themselves en the line of 
battle, each conforming itself to what has just beea 
prescribed for the one next to the ri^t; and 
when they shall all be established, the colonel will 
oommand : 

Guides— Vosvs. 

428. At this command, the guides will take their 
places in line of battle, and the markers placed 
before the right company will retire. 

429. If the column be marching in quick time, 
and the colonel should wish to cause the move* 
ment to be executed in double quick time, he 
will add the oommand: Double quick — March. 
At the command maroht all the companies will 
take the double quick step, and the moTeaenl 



will be executed as prescribed, No. 417, and fol 
k>wing. 

430. The colonel will follow up the formation, 
passing along the front,-and being always opposite 
to the company about to turn : it is thus that ho 
will be the better able to see and to correct the 
error that would result from a command given too 
soon or too late to the preceding company. 

431. The lieutenant colonel will, with the great* 
est care, assure the direction of the guides ; to this 
end, the instant that the markers are established 
for the leading company, he will more a little 
beyond the point at which the left of the next 
eompany will rest, establish himself correctly on 
the prolongation of the two markers, and assure 
the guide of the second company on this direction } 
this guide being assured, the lieutenant colonel 
will place himself farther to the rear, in order to 
assure, in like manner, the guide of the third 
eompany, and so on, successively, to the left of the 
battalion. In assuring the guides in their positions 
on the line of battle, he will take care to let them 
first place themselves, and confine himself to rec* 
tifying their positions if they do not cover aocu* 
rately, and at the proper distance, the preceding 
guides or markers. This rule is generalf for aU 
successive formations, 

432. A column, left in* front, will form itself on 
the left into line of battl^ according to the Shme 
principles : the captains will go to the left of their 
respective companies to align them, and shift 
afterwards to their proper &nk8, as prescribed 
No. 400. 

. TOii. U O 
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Bemarka on the/onnaiwn on the righi^ or Z^ mlp 

lineo/baiUe, 

433. In order that this movement may be eze- 
ented with regularity, ii is necessary to establish 
the line of battle so that the guide of each eom* 
pany» after turniog, may have at least ten steps to 
take, in order to come upon that line. 

434. In the first exercises, the line of battle will 
be established on a direction |>arallel to that of the 
eolumn : but, when the captains and guides shall 
eomprehend the mechanism of the movementy the 
oolonel will j^nerallv choose oblique directions, in 
order to habituate the battalion to form itself in 
any direction. 

435. When the direction of the line of battle 
forms a sensible anele with that of the march of the 
eolumn, the colonel, before beginning the move- 
ment, will give the head of the column a new di- 
rection parallel to that line : to this end, he will 
indicate to the guide of the leading company a 

Soint in advance, on which this guide will imme* 
iately direct himself, and the company will con* 
form itself to the direction of its guide, at the 
command, or on a mere caution, of the captain, 
according as the change of direction may require; 
each following company will make the same move- 
ment, on the same ground, as it shall successively 
arrive. By this means the guides of all the com* 
paniea in the column will have, after turning, 
nearly the same number of paces to. take in ordei 
to come upon the line of battle. 

436. Every captain will always observs^ ia 
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placing bimself on that line, not to give the com 
raand dresSy antil after the guide of his company 
shall have been assured on the direction by the 
lieutenant colonel. This rtde is general for ctU 
ntecesswe fontiaiions. 

437. Each captain will cause his company to 
support arms, the instant that the captain, \vho 
follows him, shall have commanded front, Thi% 
rule is general for aU successive formations. 

488. When, in the execution of this movement, 
the colonel shall wish to commence firing, he will 
give the order to that effect to the captain whose 
company is the first in line of battle ; this captain 
will immediately place himself behind the centre 
of his company, and as soon as the next captain 
shall have commanded front, he will commence 
the fire by file, by the commands prescribed, 
school of the company. At the command Jire by 
fiCf the marker at the outer file of this first com- 
pany will retire, and the other will place himself 
against the nearest man of the next company. 
The captain of the latter will commence firing as 
soon as the captain of the third company, in line, 
«hall have commanded yron^; the marker before 
Ibe nearest file of the second company, in line, will 
•ow retire, and the gaide before the opposite flank 
will place himself before the nearest file of the 
third company, in line, and so on, in continuation, 
to the last company on the left; or right of the bat- 
talion, according as the formation may have com- 
menced with the right or lefb in front. 

439. In all the successive formations, the same 
principles will be observed for the execution of the 
Bfe by file. This fire will always be executed by 
the command of each captain of company, 
9 
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td» Column at full distance, forioard itUo line of ioMlfc 

440. A oolaznn being by companj, at full di» 
tance, right in front, and at a halt, when thf 
eolonel sball wish to form it forward into line^ h« 
will conform to what is prescribed Nos. 414 ao^ 
415, and then command : 

1. Forward inio line, 2. By company t left half 
wheel, 3. March (or double quick — March). 

441. At the first command, the captain of the 
leading company will sAd-^ guide rights pnt the 
company in march, halt it three paces from the 
markers, and align it against the latter by the 
right. 

442. At the command march, all the other com* 
panics will wheel to the left on fixed pivots ; and, 
at the instant the colonel shall judge, according to 
the direction of the line of battle, that the oompa- 
niea haye sufficiently wheeled, be will oommana: 

4. Forward, 5. MARCtt. 6. Guide right, 

443. At the fifth command, the companies, 
eeafling to wheel, will march straight forward; 
and at the sixth, the men will touch elbows to- 
wards the right. The right guide of the second 
company, who is nearest to the line of battle, will 
march straight forward ; each succeeding right 
guide will follow the file immediately before. him 
at the cessation of the wheel. 

444. The second company having arrived opp(^ 
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iSte to the left file of the first, its captain will cause 
it to turn to the right, in order to approach the 
line of battle ; and when its right guide shall be 
at three paces from that line, the captain will 
eommand : 

1. Second company, 2. Halt. 

445. At the second command, the company will 
halt ; the files not yet in line with the guide will 
eome into it promptly, the left guide will place 
himself on the line of battle, so as to be opposite 
to one of thiB three files on the left of the company; 
and, as soon as he is assured on the direction by 
the lieutenant colonel, the captain, haying placed 
himself accurately on the line of battle, will 
command : 

3. Bight — ^Dsess. 

446. At the instant that the guide of the second 
company begins to turn to the right, the guide of 
the third, ceasing to follow the file immediatelv 
before him, will march straight forward; ana, 
when he shall arrive opposite to the left of the 
leconu^ his captain will cause the company te 
turn to the right, in order to approach the line of 
battle, halt it at three paces from that line, and 
align it by the right, as prescribed for the second 
company. 

447. Each following company will execute what 
has just been prescribed for the third, as the pre- 
ceding company shall turn to the right, in order 
to approach the lice of battle. 
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448. The formation ended, the colonel will oonh 
mand: 

Quidu — ^PosTS. 

449. The colonel and lieutenant colonel will ob- 
Berve in this formation, what is prescribed fof 
them on the right into line. 

450. A column left in front, will form itself 
forward into line of battle according to the same 
principles and by inverse means. 

451. When a column by company at fall difr 
tance, right in front, and in march, shall arrive 
behind the right of the line on which it is to form 
into battle, the colonel and lieutenant colonel will 
coDform themselves to what is prescribed Nos. 414 
and 415. 

452. The head of the column having arrived at 
company distance from the two markers estab- 
lished on the line, the colonel will command : 

1. Forward into line, 2. Bp company, left TuAJ 
whed» 3. March (or double ^icA>— March). 

453. At the first command, the captain of the 
first company will command, Guide right, and 
caution it to march directly to the front, the cap* 
tains of the other companies will caution them to 
wheel to the left. 

454. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by the captains, the first company will continue to 
march to the fronts taking the touch of elbows to 
the rieht. Its chief will halt it at three paces 
from tne markers, and align it by the right. The 
other companies will, wheel to the left c#n fixed 
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|«ivotfl, and at tbe instant the colonel sfaftll jiidge 
that they have wheeled sufficiently, he will com- 
mand: 

4. Forward, 5. March. 6. Chiide right 

455. At tbe fifth command, the companies will 
eease to wheel and move forward. At the siztht 
they will take tbe touch of elbows to the right. 
The movement will be executed as previously 
explained. 

456. If the colonel should wish to form tbe 
column forward into line, and to continue to 
march in this order, be will not cause markers to 
be established ; the movement will be executed in 
double quick time, by tbe same commands and 
means, but with the following modifications. 

457. At the first command, tbe captain of the 
first company will add quick time after the com* 
mand guide right. At the second command, the 
first company will continue to march in quick time, 
and will take the touch of elbows to tbe right ; its 
chief will immediately place himself on its right, 
and to assure the march, will take points of direction 
to the front. The captain of tb^ second company 
will cause his company to take tbe same gait as 
Boon as it shall arrive on a line with the first, and 
wilt also move to tbe right of bis company ; the 
captains of the third and fourth companies will 
execute successively what has just been prescribed 
for the second. Toe companies will preserve the 
touch of elbows to tbe right, until the command, 
guide centre. 

458. When the color company shall bare 
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ontered the line, the oolonel will eomnaiid, guide 
centre. At this command, the oolor-bearer and 
the right general guide will moye rapidlj six 
paces in advance of the line. The colonel will 
assure Uie direction of the oolor-bearer. The 
lieutenant colonel and the right companies will 
immediately conform themselves to the principles 
of the march in line of battle. The len oompfr> 
nies and the left general guide, as thej arrive on 
the line, will also conform to the same principles. 
If the column be marching in double ^uick time, 
when the last company shall have arrived on the 
Une, the colonel will cause the doable quick to be 
resumed. 

459. It is not necessary that the movement be 
entirely completed, before halting the battalion. 
As soon as the part of the battalion already formed 
shall have arrived on the line of battle, the colo- 
nel will halt the battalion ; the companies not in 
line will each complete the movement. 

Eemarks en the formation foncardt into line of 

battle. 

460. The precision of this movement depends 
on the direction the companies have at the moment 
the colonel commands, Forward — Makch. The 
colonel will judge nicely the point of time for 
gjiving this command, observing that, if the direo- 
tion of the line of battle form with that of the 
column a right, or nearly a right angle, the com- 
panies ought to wheel about the eighth of the cir- 
cle, and that the more acute the angle formed by 
the two directionsi so much the more the compa- 
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nies ought to wheel before marching Btraigbt f<>»> 
ward. 

461. It is important that each company in 
marching towards the line of battle should turn 
exactly opposite the point where its captaia 
ought to place himself on that line ; if a company 
tarn too soon, it will find itself masked, in part, hj 
that which preceded it on the line of battle, and 
be obliged to unmask itself by the oblique step ; 
if it turn too late, it will leave an interval between 
itaelf and the preceding company to be regained 
in like manner. In either case, the next company 
will be led into error, and the fault propagated to 
the opposite flank of the battalion. 

4&i. The guide of each company ought so to 
regulate himself in turning, as to Jbring his con»- 
pany to the halting point parallelly with the line 
of battle. 

463. If the angle formed bv the line of battle 
and the primitive direction of the column be so 
acute, that the companies, on arriving opposite to 
their respective places on the line of battle, find 
themselves nearly parallel to it, the captains will 
not give the command, right (or left) turn, but 
each halt his company, place himself on the line^ 
and command : 

Biffht (or kft) — ^Drxss. 

464. If, on the contrary, the angle formed by 
tlie line of battle and the primitive direction of the 
eolumn be much greater than a right angle, the 
formation should be executed, not by the movement 
finpard kUo line cf bxttle, but by that of on iM 
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right (or left) into Kne of'batile, and according to 
the principles prescribed for this formation.. 

465. If a company encounter an obstacle snffi- 
ment to prevent it from marching by the front, it 
will right (or left) face in marching, by the com- 
mands and means indicated in the school of the 
company, Nos. 314 and 315. The goide will con> 
iinne to follow the same file behind which he was 
inarching, and will maintain exactly the same 
distance from the company immediately preceding 
his own. The obstacle bemg passed, the company 
will be formed into line by the command of its 
oaptain. 

4#A. Column at fvJtX dutanee, faced to the rear, into luH 

of battle, 

466. A column being by company, at fuQ di»> 
tance, right in front, and at a halt, when the colo* 
nel shall wish to form it into line faced to the rear, 
he and the lieatenant colonel will conform them- 
•eWes towhat is prescribed Nos. 414 and 415, and 
the colonel will then command : 

1. Info line, faced to the rear, 2. Battalion^ right 
— Face. 3. March (or double ^icA;— ^Mabch). 

-.467. At the first command, the captain of the 
leading company will cause it to face to the rights 
and put it in march, causing it to wheel Ky file to 
the left, and direct its march towards the line of 
battle which it will pass in rear of the left 
marker; the first file having passed three paces 
beyond the line, the company will wheel again by 
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file to ibe left, in order to place itself in rear of 
the two markers ; being in this position, its cap« 
tain will halt it, face it to the front, and align it by 
the right against the markers. 

468. At the second command, all the other com- 
panies will face to the right, each captain placing 
bimself by the side of his right guide. 

469. At the command march, the companiet 
vill put themselves in movement ; the left guide 
of the second, who is nearest to the line of battle, 
will hasten in advance to mark that line ; he will 
place himself on it as prescribed above for succes* 
give formations, and thus indicate to his captain 
the point at which he ought to pass the line of ba^ 
tie, by three paces, in order to wheel by file to the 
left, and then to direct his company parallelly to 
that line. 

470. As soon as the first file of this company 
shall have arrived near the left file of the pre<* 
ceding one already on the line of battle, its cap- 
tain will command : 

1. Second company. 2. Halt. 3. Feoxt. 
4. Bight — Dress. 

471. The first command will be given when the 
company shall yet have four paces to take to reach 
the halting point. 

472. At the second command, the company will 
halt. 

473. At the third, the company will face to the 
front, and if there be openings between the files, 
the latter will promptly close to the right; the 
eaptain will immediately place himself by the side 
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of the man on the left of the preceding coTopBLBjf 
and align himself on its front rank. 

474. The fourth command will be executed M 
prescribed, No. 426. 

475. The following companies will be condaded 
tnd established on the line of battle as jast pre* 
scribed for the seo^nd, each regulating itself by 
the one that precedes it ; the left guides will de> 
tach themselves in time to precede their respective 
companies on the line by twelve or fifteen paces, 
ftnd each place himself so as to be opposite to one 
of the three left files of his company, when in line. 
If the movement be executed in doable quick 
time, the moment it is commenced, all the left 
ffuides will detach themselves at the same time 
from the column, and will move at a run, to esta- 
blish themselves on the line of battle. 

476. The formation ended, the colonel will com* 
mand: 

Guides — Posts. 

477. The colonel and lieutenant colonel, in this 
formation, will each observe what is prescribed 
for him in that of on tJte rights into line ofbatUe, 

478. A column, left in front, will form itself 
faced to the rear into line of battle according to 
the same principles and by inverse means. 

479. If the column be in march, \ rj should 
arrive in front of the right of the line ou which it 
is to form into battle, the colonel and lieutenant 
colonel will conform to what is prescribed, Nos. 
414 and 415. 

480. When the head of the column shall ht 
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neftrly at company distaoce from the two markeri 
established on the line, the colonel will command : 

1. Into line, faced to the rear, 2. Battcilion, by 
the right jlank, 3. March (or double quick'^ 
March). 

4S1. At the first command, the captains will 
eantion their companies to face by the right 
fian^. 

4^2. At the command mareh^ briskly repeated 
by the captains of companies, all the companies 
Wili face to the right ; the first company will then 
wheel by file to the left, and be directed by its 
captain a little to the rear of the left marker ; then 
pass three paces beyond the line, and wheel again 
by file to the left ; having arrived on the line, tiie 
captain will halt the company, and align it by the 
right. The remaining part of the movement will 
be executed as heretofore explained. 

483. The foregoing principles are applicable to 
a column, left in front. 

484. As the companies approach the line of 
battle, it is necessary that their captains should so 
direct the march as to cross that line a little in 
rear of their respective guides, who are faced to 
the basis of the formation ; hence each guide ought 
to detach himself in time to find himself correctly 
established on the direction before bis company 
■hall come up with him. 

TOL. II. 
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Article Third. 
FormjUion in line ofhaMU hy two movement** 

485. If a colamn by companyy right in fronti 
«nd at a halt, find itself in part on the line of ba^ 
tie, and the colonel should think proper to form 
line of battle before all the companies enter the 
sew dirvction, the formation will be executed in 
the following manner: 

486. It will be supposed that the column has 
Arrived behind the line of battle, and that five 
companies ha\e entered the new direction. The 
eolonel having adpured the guides of the first five 
companies on the direction, will command : 

L Left into line, tched. 2. Three rear compamu^ 

fmvoard tnto line. 

487. At the second command, the chief of each 
of the rear companies will command: By earn- 
pany, left half wheel; and the colonel will add: 

3. March (or double quick — ^March). 

488. At this command, briskly repeated, the 
first five companies will form themselves to the lefl^ 
into line of battle, and the three last fortoard^ into 
line of battle, by the means prescribed for these re- 
spective formations ; each captain of the three 
rear companies will, when his company shall hftvc 
•afficiently wheeled, command : 
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1. Fortoard, 2. March. 3. Cruide right. 

489. If the column be in march, the colonel 
will command: 

1. To the Uft, and forward into tins, 2. Marcq 
(or double quick — March). 

490. At the first command, the captains of those 
eompanies which have not entered on the new di» 
rection, will command: By company, left half 
wheel. At the command marchj briskly repeated, 
the first fivo companies will form left into line, 
and the last three forward into line, as prescribed 
for these respective formations. Those captains 
who form their companies forward into line will 
conform to what is prescribed, No. 488. 

491. If the colonel should wish, iu forming the 
battalion into line, to march it immediately for- 
ward, he will command : 

1. By company to the leji, and forward into line, 

2. March. 

492. At the first command, each captain, whose 
company is not yet in the new direction, will 
command : 1. By company^ left half whed ; 2, 
Double quick. At the command march, briskly 
repeated by the captainer, the companies not in the 
new direction will execute what is prescribed 
ftbore for forming forward into line while march- 
ing ; each of the other companies will wheel to the 
left on a fixed pivot, and when the right' of these 
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companies shall arrive on the line, the oolonel will 
oommand : 

3. Forward. 4. March. 5. Guide eenire, 

493. The fifth command will be ^ven when tb9 
O^;lor-bearer arrives on the line, if not already 
there. 

494. If the battalion be marching in doable 
quick time, the colonel will cause quick time to be 
taken before commencing the movement. 

495. If, instead of arriving behind, the column 
should arrive before the line of battle, the colonel 
will command : 

1. Left into line, toheel, 2. Three rear eompania 
xtUo line, faaed to the rear, 

496. At the second command, the captain of 
each of the three rear companies will command : 
1. Such company ; 2. Bight — Face. The colonel 
will then add : 

3. March (or double quick — ^Masch). 

497. At this command, briskly repeated, the 
first five companies will form themselves to the 
left^ into line of battle, and the three last faced to 
the rear, into line of battle, by the means prescribed 
for these respective formations. 

498. If the column be in march, the colonel will 
command: 
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1, Ihihe lefti and into line faced to the rear, 
2. Mabch (or double guick-^UxKcn), 

499. The movement will be executed as pre* 
scribed Nos. 391. 480, and following. 

500. These several movements in a column, left 
in front, will be executed according to the same 
principles, and by inverse means. 



Article Fourth. 

Different modes of passing from column at hd{f 
distance, into line iff battle. 

1. To the left (or rieht) 
4. Faced to the rear, 

Itf. Cfolumn at half distance, to tht left (or right) into li*n« 

of battU. 

501. A column at half distance having to forni 
itself to the left (or right) int^ line of battle^ the 
coljnel will cause it to take distances by one of 
the means prescribed, Article IX., Part 1 bird, of 
this school ; which being executed, he will form 
tbe column into line of oattle, as has been indi- 
cated, No. 390, and following. 

502. If a column by company, at half distance, 
be in march, and it be necessarv to form rapidly 
Ato line of battle, the colonel will comnrand; 

10 s 
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I. By ihB rear of cciumn left (or rigM) into ttnSf 
wheel, 2. March (or double quick — March). 

503. At th^ first command, the right general 
enide will move rapidly to the front, and place 
himself a little beyond the point where the head 
of the column will rest, and on the prolongation 
of the guides. The captain of the eighth company 
will command: Left into line, whed; the other 
captains will caution their companies to continae 
to march to the front. 

504. At the command marchf briskly repeated 
by the captain of the eighth company, the guide 
of this company will halt short, and the company 
will wheel to the left, conforming to the principles 
prescribed for wheeling from a halt; when its 
right shall arrive near the line, the captain will 
halt the company, and align it by the left. The other 
captains will place themselves briskly on the flank 
of the column ; when the captain of the seventh 
sees there is sufficient distance between his com- 
pany and the eighth to form the latter into line, 
he will command: Lefl into line, wheel — -March; 
the left guide will halt short, and facing to the 

,rear, will place himself on the line ; the company 
will wheel to the left, the man on the left of the 
front rank will face to the left, and place his 
breast against the left arm of the guide ; the cap- 
tain will halt the company when its right shall 
arrive near the line, and will align it by the left. 
The other companies will conform successively to 
what has just been prescribed for the seventh. 
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505. Each captain will direct the alignmeDt of 
bis compacy on the left man in the front rank of 
the company next on his right. 

506. The lieutenant colonel will he watchful 
that the leading guide marches accurately on the 
prolongation of the line of battle, and directs him* 
self on the right general guide. The major, placed 
in rear of the left guide of the eighth company, 
will, as soon as the guide of the seventh company 
is established on the direction, hasten in retur of 
the guides of the other companies, so as to assure 
each of them in succession on the line. 

2d. Column at half dUtanee, <m the right (or left) into Utt€ 

of battle, 

507. A column at half distance will form itself 
on the right (or left) into line of battle, as pre« 
scribed for a column at full distance. 

Zd, Column at half dietaneef forward, into line o/hattU, 

508. If it he wished to form a column at half 
distance, forward into line of battle, the colonel 
will first cause it to close in mass and then deploy 
it on the leading company. 

if A. Column at half distance, faced to the rear, into H»M 

of battle, 

509. A column at half distance will be formed 
mto line of battle, faced to the rear, as prescribed 
for a column at full distance. 
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Articlb FirTH. 
IkphymetU of columns ehud in nusss* 

510. A column in mass may be formed into lini 
•f battle: 

1. Faced to the front, by the deployment 

2. Faced to the rear, by the conntermarcli 

and the deployment. 

3. Faced to the right and faced to the left, bj 

a change of direction by the flank, ana 
the deployment. 

511. "When a column in mass, hj division, ar- 
rives behind the line on which it is intended to 
deploy it, the colonel will indicate, in advance, to 
the lieutenant colonel, the direction of the line of 
battle, as well as the point on which he may wish 
to direct the column. The lieutenant colonel will 
immediately detach himself with two markers, and 
establish them on that line, the first at the point 
indicated, the second a little less than the front 
of a flivision from the first. 

612. Deployments will always be made upon 
lines parallel, and lines perpendicular to the lino 
of battle ; consequently, if the head of the column 
be near the line of battle, the colonel will com- 
mence by establishing the direction of the column 
perpendicularly to that line, if it be not already 
bO, by one of the means indicated. No. 244 and 
following, or No. 307 and following. If the oo« 
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tamn be in march; he will' so direct it that it may 
* arrive exactly behind the markers, perpendicularly 
to the line of battle, and halt it at three paces 
from that line. 

513. The column, right in front, being halted, 
it is supposed that the colonel wishes to deploy it 
on the first division ; he will order the left general 
guide to gc to a point on the line of battle a little 
beyond that at which the left of the battalion will 
rest when deployed, and place himself correctly 
on the prolongation of the markers established 
before the first division. 

514. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. On ihe first division^ deploy column, 2. BatUh 

Hon, Zc/i^— Facb. 

515. At the first command, the chief of the first 
division will caution it to stand fast ; the chiefs o£ 
the three other divisions will remind them that 
they will have to face to the left. 

516. At the second command, the three last 
divisions, will face to the left; the chief of ea^h 
division will place himself by the side of its lefk 
guide, and the junior captain by the side of the 
covering sergeant of the left company, who will 
have stepped into the front rank. 

517. At the same command, the lieutenant 
eolonel will place a third marker on the alignment 
of the two first, opposite to one of the three left 
files of the right company first division, and then 
plaoe himself on the line of battle a few paces 
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beyond the point at which the left of tiie jeoond 
division will rest. 
518. The oolonel will then commaod : 

3. March (or double quick — ^March). 

519 At this command, the chief of the first di« 
vision will go to its right, and command : 

BigJd — ^Dress. 

^20. At this, the division will dress up against 
the markers; the chief of the diyisioo, and iii 

i'anior captain, will each align the company on his 
3ft, and then command : 

Front, 

521. The three divisions, faced to the left, will 
put themselves in march; the left guide of the 
second will direct himself parallell^ to the line of 
battle; the left guides of the third and fourth 
divisions will march abreast with the guide of the 
second ; the guides of the third and fourth, eaeh 
preserving the prescribed distance between him- 
self and the guide of the division which preceded 
his own in the column. 

522. The chief of the second division will not 
follow its movement ; he will see it file by him, 
and when its right guide shall be abreast with 
him, he will command : 

1. Second division, 2. Halt. 3. Fbokv; 
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* 5^. The first command will be given when th» 
division shall yet have seven or eight Daces to 
march ; the second, when the right guide shall be 
abreast with the chief of the division, and the 
third immediately after the second. 

524. At the second command, the division will 
halt ; at the third, it will face to the front, and if 
there be openings between the files, the chief of 
the division will cause them to be promptly closed 
to the right ; the left guides of both companies 
will step upon the line of battle, f^ce to the right, 
and place themselves on the direction of the 
markers established before the first division, each 
guide opposite to one of the three left files of his 
company. 

525. The division having faced to the front, its 
chief will place himself accurately on the line of 
battle, on the left of the first division ; and when 
he shall see the guides assured on the direction, 
he will command. Right — Dress. At this, the 
division will be aligned by the right in the man- 
ner indicated for the first. 

526. The third and fourth divisions will continue 
to march ; at the command halt, given to the se- 
cond, the chief of the third will halt in his own 
person, place himself exactly opposite to the guide 
of the second, after this division shall have faced 
to the front and closed its files ; he will see his 
division file past, and when his right guide shall 
be abreast with him, he will command: 

1. Third dioision. 2. Halt. 3. Front. 

527. As toon as the division feces to the firont, 
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its chief will place himself two paces before- iti 
centre; and commanl: 

1. Third division, forward* 2. Guide righL 

3. Maech. 

523. At the third command, the division wiH 
march towards the line of battle ; the right guide 
will 60 direct himself as to arrive by the side of, 
the man on the left of the second division, and 
when the division is at three paces from the line 
of battle, its chief will, halt it and align it by the 
right. 

d29. The chief of the fourth division will 
conform himself (and the chief of the fifth, if there 
be a fifth) to what has just been prescribed for the 
third. 

530. The deployment ended, the colonel wUl 
command : 

Guides — Posts. 

531. At this command, the guides will resume 
their places in line of battle, and the markers will 
retire. 

532. If the column be in maroh» and the colonel 
shall wish to deploy it on the first division without 
halting the column, he will make the dispositions 
indicated Nos. 512 and 513, and when the first di- 
vision shall have arrived at three paces from the 
line, he will command : 

1. On ih& first division, deploy column, 2. BatUk^ 
lion hy the left flank. 3. March (or doMi 
^icAr--MARCH). 



' 533. At the first oommand, the ehief of tb« 
first division will caution it to halt, and will com- 
mand. First division ; the other chiefs will cautidi 
their divisions to face by the left flank. 

534. At the command march^ briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of the rear divisions, the chief of 
ihe first division will command, Halt, and will 
align his division by the right against the mark* 
ers ; the other divisions will face to the left, their 
chiefs hastening to the left of their divisions. Tb« 
second division will conform its movements to what 
is prescribed Nos. 522 and following. The third 
•na fourth divisions will execute what is pre* 
scribed Nos. 526 and following ; but the chief of 
each division will halt in his own person at the 
command march given by the chief of the division 
which precedes him, and when the right of his 
division arrives abreast of him, he will command: 

StjuJi division^ hy tlu rigid fiank — March. 

535. The lieutenant colonel will assure the pomr 
tion of the guides, conforming to what is prescribed 
No. 431. The major will follow the movement 
abreast with the fourth division. 

536. If the colonel shall wish to deploj^ the co- 
lamn without halting it, and to contmue th« 
march, the markers will not be posted ; the move- 
ment will be executed by the same commands and 
the same means as the foregoing, but with the folp 
lowing modifications : 

537. At the first command, the chief of the first 
division will command, 1. Cfuide right, 2. Quick 
Ume, At the oommandi J)QpJlii$ q^ick — ^Majkch^ 

TOL. 12^ 
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giTen by the colondl, the first ditision will march 
in quick time and will take the touch of elbows to 
the right ; the captains will place themselves on 
the right of their respectiTe companies ; the cap- 
tain on the right of the battalion will take points 
on the ground to asstire the direction of the march. 
The chief of the second division will allow his di- 
vision to file past him, and when he sees its right 
abreast of him, he will command, 1. Second dwU 
iion by the right flank, 2. March. 3. Guide 
tight, and when this division shall arrive on the 
alignment of the first, he will cause it to march 
VI quick time. The third and fourth divisions 
will deploy according to the same principles as 
the second. 

538. The colonel, lieutenant colonel, major, and 
color-bearer will conform themselves to what is 
)>rescribed No. 456. 

539. The colonel will see, pending the move- 
ment, that the principles just prescribed are duly 
observed, and particularly that the divisions, in 
deploying, be not halted too soon nor too late. He 
will correct promptly and quickly the faults that 
maybe committed, and prevent their propagation. 
This rule is general fbr aU deployments, 

540. The column being at a halt, if, instead of 
deploying it on the first, the colonel shall wish to 
deploy it on the rearmost division, he will cause 
the dispositions to be made indicated No. 511 and 
following ; but it will be the right general guide 
whom he will send to place himself beyond the 
point at which the right of the battalion will rest 
when deployed. 

• Ml. Tii« colonel wiU then eemmand: 
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1. On the fourth (or such) d^vMm, (l^ploy eolKfmi. 
2. Battalion, right — Facs. 

542. At th« first command, the chief of the 
fourth division will caution it to stand fast; the 
chiefs of the other divisions will caution them that 
they will have to face to the right. 

543. At the seoond command, the first three 
divisions will face to the right ; and the chief of 
each will place himself by the eide of its right 
guide. 

544. At the same coramandi the lieutenant colo* 
nel will place a third marker between the first two, 
80 that this marker may be opposite to one of the 
three right files of the left company of the divi- 
-eion ; the lieutenant colonel will then place him- 
self on the line of battle a few paces beyond the 
point at which the right of the toird divisioii will 
rest when deployed. 

545. The colonel will then command : 

8. Maikch (or double quick — ^March). 

546. At this command, the three rieht divisiont 
will put themselves in march, the guide of the first 
00 directing himself as to pass three paces within 
the line marked by the rignt general guide. The 
^hief of the third division will not follow its move- 
ment ; he will see it file past, halt *t when its left 
euide shall be abreast with him, and cause it to 
lace to the front; and, if there be openings be- 
tween the files, ho will cause them to be promptly 
dosed to the left. - > 



547. The chief of the foarth dmsion, when h^ 
.fees it nearly anniaeked by the three oUierSy will 
eommand : 



1. Fourth dmtum, forward. .2. QmdiUfU 3. 

Mabgh. 

548. At the eommand mareht which will .he 
given the instant the fourth ie unmasked, tbie di- 
tisioQ will approaoh the line of batUe, and when 
ftt tiiree paoes from the markers on that line, its 
chief will halt it, and oommand : 

Z«^l— Dress. 

549. At this oommand, the division will drees 
forward against the markers ; the chief of the d^ 
vision and the junior captain will each align the 
company on his right, and then commands 

FSORT* 

550. The instant that the third division is nn» 
viasked, its chief will cause it to approach the line 
of battle, and halt it in the manner just prescribed 
for the fourth. 

551. The moment the division halts, its right 
guide and the covering semant of its left com- 
pany will step on the line of battle, placing them- 
selves on the prolongation of the markers esti^ 
blished in front of the fourth division ; as soon as 
ihey shall be assured in their positions, the divi- 
•ion will be aligned as has just been presoriMl 
fw the fourth. 
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. 552. The Moond a&i tttX dm%\<mn yrhich Win 
have oontinned to march, will, in sueoessioD, b4 
halted and aligned by the left, in the same manner 
as the third ; the ehiefs of these divisions will eon* 
form ihemseWes to wIm^ is preseribed, No. 526^ 
The second being near the line of battle, the com* 
maud will not be given for it to move on this line 
Iwt it will be dressed up to it. 

553. The deployment ended, the colonel will 
MBuaand: 

Guides — Posts. 

554. At this command, the chiefs of divisiou 
Iknd the guides will resume their places in line of 
battle, and the markers will retire. 

555. The lieutenant colonel will assure the po- 
sitions of the guides by the means indicated. No. 
431, and the major will follow the movement 
abreast with the fourth division. 

556. If the column be in march, and the colonel 
shall wish to deploy it on the fourth division, he 
will make the dispositions indicated. No. 511 and 
followiDg ; and when the head of the column shall 
arrive within three paces of the line, he will com- 
mand: 

1, On the fourth, division, deploy column, % Bab' 
idliont by the right flank. 3. Mabch (or double- 
quick — ^March). 

. 557* At the first command, the chief of the 
fourth division vrill eaation it to halt, and will 
qflmmand, FouHh divinouf the ohiefs of the 
11* 



HI JHBML'OI TMX M^XfAMMK-^-^MMlt tWi 



pOmy diTitiiMu wiU oftvtAoft their difisi<m8 to fSkioe 

lo the riffbt, 

558. At the oommand march, hrisklj repeated 
by the ohiefs of the first three divisions, the fAnd 
of the fourth will cesQauind; Halt. The firel 
three divisions will face to the right, and be di* 
lected parallelly to the line of battle. The ehief 
of each of these divisions will plaee himself bj the 
side of its right guide. The chief of the third divi- 
tion will see his division file past him, and wheo 
his left guide is abreast of him, he will halt it, 
and face it to the front The chief of the fourth 
division, when he shall see it nearly unmasked, 
will command: 1. Fourth division^ forward; 2. 
Ouide left ; 3. March (or double quick — March). 
This division will move towards the line of battle, 
and when at three paces from this line, it will be 
halted by its chief, and aligned by the left. 

559. The chief of the third division will move 
bis division forward, conforming to what has just 
been prescribed for the fourth. 

560. The chiefs of the second and first divisions, 
after haltine their divisions, will conform to what 
is prescribed, No. 552. 

561. If the colonel should wish to deploy on the 
fourth division without halting the column, and 
to continue to march forward, he will not have 
markers posted, and the movement will be eze* 
cated by the same commands and the same means, 
with the following modifications : the fourth divi* 
sion, when unmasked, will be moved forAvard in 
quick time, and will continue to march, instead of 
being halted, and will take the touch of elbows to 
the left. The third division, on being 



vOl be mored ta the front in daabW qaiek tima« 
but when it arrivos on the alignment of the fourtli 
it will take the quick step, and dress to the left 
until the command Guide centre, is given by th0 
oolonel. The chiefs of the second and first di» 
visions will confirm to what has been prescribed 
for the third. When the first division shall arrtyt 
on the line, the colonel may cause the battalion to 
take the double quick step. 

562. The colonel and lieutenant colonel will 
conform to what has been prescribed, Nos. 458 
and 459. 

563. To deploy the column on an interior divi* 
Bion, the colonel will cause the line tu be traced 
by the means above indicated, and the general 

fuides will move briskly on the line, as prescribed, 
Tos. 513 and 540. This being executed, the colo* 
nel will command : 

1. On such division^ deploy column, 2. Battalion^ 
outwards — Face. 3. Marcs (or double quich-^ 
March). 

564. Whether the column be with the right or 
left in front, the divisions which, in the order in 
battle, belong to the right of the directing one, will 
face to the right ; the others, except the directing 
division, will face to the left; the divisions in 
front of the latter will deploy by the means indi- 
cated, No. 542, and following; those in its rear 
will deploy as is prescribed, rl^o. 513, and follow 
ing. 

565. The directing division, the instant it finda 
Itoelf uDmiiskedy wiU approach the line of battl% 
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taking the gaide left or right, according atf the 
right or left of the cohiinn maj' be in front The 
chief of this divieion will align it bj the directing 
flank, and then step back into the rear, in order 
momentarily to give place to the chief of the next 
for aligning the next division. 

566. The lieutenant colonel will assure the po- 
sitions of the gaides of divisions, which, in the 
line of battle, take the right of the directing divi« 
Bion, and the major will assure the positions of 
the other guides. 

567. If the column be in march, the colonel will 
command : 

1. On such division, deploy column. 2. BattaUcn^ 
by the right and Uftjlanks, 8. March (or douhli 
• quick — March). 

568. The divisions which are in front of the di* 
recting 'one will deploy by the means indicated, 
Nos. 557, and following ; those in rear, as pre- 
■cribed, No. 533, and following. 

569. The directing division, when unmasked, 
will conform to what is prescribed for the fourth 
division, No. 558. 

570. The colonel, lieutenant colonel and major 
will conform to what has been prescribed, Nos, 
458 and 459. 

571. In a column, left in front, deployments will 
be executed according to the same principles, and 
by inverse means. 
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JEinmarJca on Ike dephymeni of solumns, d ^ed in 

mOMMf 

572. AU the divisions ongbt to deploy rectan^ 
gularly, to march off abreast, and to preserve their 
dfotanoes towards the liae of battle. 
• 573. Each division, the instant that it is u» 
masked, ought to be marched towards the line of 
battle, and to be aliened npon it by the flank next 
to the directing division ; the latter, whether tht 
right or lefl be in front, will always be aligned by 
the flank next to the point of appui, when the.deh 
ployment is made on the first or last division ; biti 
if the column be deployed on an interior divisioiii 
this division will be aligned by the flank which 
was that of direction. 

574. The chiefs of division will see that, in de- 
ploying, the principles prescribed for marching by 
the flank are well observed, and if openings be* 
tweea the files occur, which ought not to happea 
.except on broken or difficult grounds, the openinips 
onght to be promptly closed towards the direct- 
Ukg flank as soon as the divisions face to the front. 

575. If a chief of division give the command 
^U, or the command, by the right or left flank, 
too sooQ or too late, his division will be obliged 
to obliqae to the right or left in approaching the 
line of battle, and his fault may lead the following 
subdivision into error. 

576. In the divisions which deploy by the left 
flank, it is always the lef^ guide of each company 
'^Aio ought to plaee himself on the line <tf battie» to 

11 X 



mark tbe direction ; in divipions which deploy by 
the right flank, it is the right guide. 

577. A column by company, eloiied in hhim, 
may be formed to the left or to the right into line^ 
in the same manner as a column at half distance, 
«nd by the means indicated, Nob 502; aod fbBow* 
ing. 

578. A column by company, oloaed in raaM^ 
may be formed on the right or on the left into fin« 
•f battle, as a column at half distance ; but in a»* 
der to execute this moTement, withont arresting 
the march of the colonm, it is necessary tlmt tfai 
guides aroid, with the greatest care, shortening 
the step in turning, and that the men near them, 
respectively, conform themselvei rapidly to the 
movements of their guides. 

Remarks «n inverswat^ 

579. Inversions giving frequently tbe means of 
/forming line of battle, in tbe promptest manncf, 
are of gre^t utility in the movements of an army. 

580. Tbe application that maybe made of in- 
versions in tbe formations to the right and to the 
left in line of battle, has been indicated. No. 407, 
%nd following. They may also be advantageous^ 

• employed in the successive formations, except in 
Ihat oi faced to ihe^ rear^ into line of battle^ 

581. Formations, by inversion, will be executed 
according to the same principles as formations in 
the direct order ; bht the coloneFs first command 

^ will always begin by inversion, 

'.. 58SL O^fee. battalion being in line of bfttOo by i» 
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#«rsion, wlten the eoluAel shall wish, by fonaini; 
h into oolamn, to bHng it back to the direct order^ 
he will cause it either to break or to pl^ by com* 
pany/or by division, accordingly as the column 
may have been by company or by division before 
it had been formed into line of battle by inver- 
sion. 

583. When a battalion in lint of battle, formod 
by inversion, has to be ployed into column, the 
movement will be executed according to the same 
principles as if the line were in the direct order, 
but observing what follows. 

. 584. If it be intended that the column shall be 
by division, with the first in front, or by company, 
With the first company in front, the colonel will 
Announce in the second command — left in fronts 
because the battalion being in line of battle by in- 
Tersion, that subdivision is on the left. 

585. Each chief whose subdirision takes posi- 
tion in the colamn in front of the directing one, 
will condaet his snbdivision till it halts ; and each 
chief whose subdivision takes position in rear of 
the directing; one, will halt in his own person 
when up with the preceding right guide, and see 
his snlniivision JSle past ; and each chief will 
ftlign his subdivision by the right. When the 
column is to be put in march, the second com- 
mand will be — gmde left, because the proper right 
is in front. 

586. For the same reason, if it be intended that 
the last subdivision shall be in front, right in 
Jroni, will be announced in the second command; 
'Ihe subdivisions will be aligned by the lefti and 
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to put tlie eolamn In mait^, the iecond eoramftii4 
will be, guide right, because the proper left is is 
front. 



PART fZTTlZi 

Akticli Ttwfr. 
To advance in line ofhatfU, 

587. The battalion being correctly aligned, and 
supposed to be the directing one, when the colonel 
Bhall wish to march in line of battle, he will give 
the lieutenant colonel an intimation of his purpose, 
place himself about forty paces in rear of tne coluP- 
nle, and face to the front. 

588. The lieutenant colonel will place himself a 
like distance in front of the same file, and face to 
the colonel, who will establish him as correctly 
as possible, by signal of the sword, perpendicu* 
larly to the line of battle opposite to the color- 
bearer. The colonel will next, above the heads 
of the lieutenant colonel and color-bearer, take a 
point of direction in the field beyond, if a distinct 
one present itself, exactly in the prolongation of 
those first two points. 

589. The colonel will then move twenty paces 
farther to the rear, and establish two markers on 
the prolongation of the straight line passing 
through the color-bearer and the lieutenant colo- 
nel; these markers will face to the rear, the first 
placed about twenty-five paces behind the reac 
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r%nk of tbe battalion, and tlte second at the sam^ 
distance from the first. 

590. The eolor-bearer will be instructed to take, 
the moment the lieutenant colonel shall be esta- 
blished on the perpendicular, two poiots on the 
eround in the straight line which, drawn from 
bimsel^ would pass between the heels of that offi* 
eer ; the first of these points will be taken at fif« 
leen or twenty paces from the color-bearer. 

501. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. BaUaHon^ foncard. 

$92. At this, the front rank of the color-guard 
will advance six paces to the front ; the corporals 
in the rear rank will place themselves in the front 
jEank, and these will be replaced by those in the 
rank of file closers; at the same time the two 
general guides will move in advance, abreast with 
Sie color-bearer, the one on the right, opposite to 
the captain of the right company, the other oppo- 
site to the sergeant who closes the left of the bat- 
talion. 

593. The captains of the left wing will shift, 
passing before the front rank, to the left of their 
respective companies ; the sergeant on the left of 
the battalion will step back into the rear rank. 
The covering sergeant of the company next on the 
left of the color-company, will step into the front 
rank. 

594. The lieutenant colonel having assured the 
eolor-bearer on the line between himself and the 
eorporal of the color-file, now in the front rank^ 

TOL. II >. ,. 
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^iU go to the position which will be heroinaftof 
indicated. No. o02. 

595. The major will place himself six or eight 
paces on either flank of the color-rank. 

596. The colonel will then command : 

2. March (or double quick — March). 

597. At this command, the battalion will step off 
with life ; the color-bearer, charged with the step and 
direction, will scrupulously observe the length and 
cadence of the.pace, marching on the prolongation 
of the two points previouslj taken, and succes- 
iBively taking others in advance by the means indi- 
catea in the school of the company ; the corporal 
on .his right, and the one on his left, will march 
in the same step, taking care not to turn the bead 
or shoulders, the color-l^arer supporting the oolor- 
lance against the hip. 

598. The two general guides will march in the 
same step with the color^rank, each maintaining 
himself abreast, or nearly so, with that rank, and 
neither occupying himself with the movement of 
the other. 

599. The three corporals of the color-guard, now 
In the front rank of toe battalion, will march well 
aligned, elbow to elbow, heads direct to the front, 
and without deranging the line of their shoulders; 
the centre one will follow exactly in the trace of 
the color-bearer, and maintain the same step, 
without lengthening or shortening it,, except on an 
intimation from the colonel or lieutenant colonel, 
althongh he should find himself more or less tfaaa 
■ix paces from the oolor-rank. 

•' > 4 
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' 600l The covering sergeant in the front tanlt 
l^etween the color-company and the next on th^ 
lefl^ will march elhow to elbow, and on the sama 
line, with the three corporals in the centre, hlA 
head well to the front. 

601. The captains of the color-company, and the 
eompany next to the lefb, will constitute, with the 
Ihree corporals in the centre of the front rank, th^ 
l)asi8 of alignment for both wings of the battalion) 
tiiey will march in the same step with the coloc- 
bearer, and exert themselves to maintain theit 
shoulders exactly in the square with the direction. 
To this end, they will keep their heads direct to 
the front, only occasionally castinj^ an eye on thp 
three centre corporals, with the slightest possible 
J;um of the neck, and if they perceive themselves 
In advance, or in rear of these corporals, the cap- 
tain, or two captains, will almost insensibly shorten 
or lengthen the step, so as, at the end of several 
paces, to regain the true alignment, without giving 
sadden checks or impulsions to the wings beyon$ 
them respectively. 

. 602. The lieutenant colonel, plaoed twelve or 
fifteen paces on the right of the captain^ of the 
^or-company, will maintain this captain and 
the next one beycod, abreast with the three centim 
corporals ; to this end, he will caution either to 
lengthen or to shorten the step as may be neces- 
sary, which the captain, or two captains, will 
execute as has just been explained. 

603» All the other captains will maintain them* 
•elves on the prolongation of this basis ; and, to 
lids endf they will cast their eyes towards the oeli* 



lBce» taking oare to turn tlie neck but 8ligbily» anj 
AOt to derange the direction of their shoulders. 
. 604. The captains -will observe the march of 
ibeir oom ponies, and prevent the men from ge^ 
ting in advance of the line of captains : they will 
not lengthen or shorten step except when evidently 
necessary ; because, to correct, with too scrupulous 
attention, small faults, is apt to cause the produc- 
tion of greater — loss of calmness, silence, and 
equality of step, each of which it is so important 
to maintain. 

605. The men will constantly keep their beads 
well directed to the front, feel lightly the elbow 
towards the centre, resbt pressure coming from the 
Bank, give the greatest attention to the squareness 
of shoulders, and hold themselves always very 
slightly behind the line of the captains, in order 
never to shut out from the view of the latter the 
basis of alignment ; they will, from time to time, 
cast an eye on the color-rank, or on the general 
£uide of the winjs, in order to march constantly in 
the same step with those advanced persons. 

606. Pending the march, the line determined by 
the two markers {h and d) will be prolonged by 
placing, in proportion as the battalion advances, 
a third marker (t] in the rear of the first (A), then 
the marker ((f) will quit his place and go a like 
distance in rear of (tj ; the marker (A) will, in his 
turn, do the like in respect to {d)y and so on, in 
tuccession, as long as the battalion continues to 
advance ; each marker, on shifting position, taking 
ttare to fiioe to the rear, and to cover accutatelj the 
two markers already established on the direction. 
A sfeaif officer, or the quartermaster sergeant, de* 
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^gnated for ithe purpose, .and who will hold hitn- 
«elf coDstantly fifteen or twenty paces facing thi$ 
marker farthest from the battalion, will caution 
«ach marker when to shift place, and assure him 
on the direction behind the other two. 

607. The colonel will habitually hold himself 
about thirty paces in rear of the centre of his 
battalion, taking care not to put himself en th« 
line of markers ; if, for example, by the slanting 
of the battalion, or the indications which will b^ 
given, Nos, 617 and following, he find that the 
march of the color-bearer is not perpendicular, ha 
will promptly command : 

Foint of directum to the fight (or left). 

608. At this command, the major will hasten 
tibirty or forty paces in advance of the color-rank, 
halt, face to the colonel, and place himself on the 
direction which the latter will indicate by signal 
of the sword ; the corporal in the centre of tho 
battalion will then direct himself upon the major, 
on a caution from the colonel, advancing, to that 
end, the opposite shoulder; the corporals on hife 
right and left will conform tiiemselves to his dirco- 
tion. 

609. The color-bearer will also direct himself 
upon the major, advancing the opposite shoulder, 
the major causing him, at the same time, to incline 
to the right or left, until he shall exactly cover the 
corporal of his file ; tlie color-bearer will then taka 
{joints on the ground in this new direction. 
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610. The two general gaides will eonfbrw 
tiiemflelves to the new direction of the color* 
tank. 

611. The oflBcer charged with ohserving the suo*' 
eessive replacing of the markers in the rear of th« 
oentre, will establish them promptly on the new 
direction, taking for basis the color-bearer and tfa# 
corporal of his file in the centre of the battalion ] 
tiie colonel will verify the new direction of the 
markers. 

612. The lieutenant colonel, from the positioii 
given, No. 602, will see that the two centre com- 
panies, and successively all the others, confbrm 
themselves to the new direction of the centre, but 
without precipitanGy or disorder ; he will then en- 
deavor to maintain that basis of alignment for the 
]battaUoo» perpendicularly to the direction pursued 
%j the color-bearer. 

613. He will often observe the march of the two 
wings ; and, if he discover that the captains neglecl 
to conform themselves to the basis of alignment^ 
he will recall their attention by the command — 
captain of (such) company ^ or captains of (such) 
companies^ on the line — without, however, endea- 
Toring too scrupulously to correct small faults. 

614. The major on the flank of the color-rank 
will, during the march, place himself, from time 
to time, twenty paces in iront of that rank, face to 
the rear, and place himself correctly on the pro- 
longation of the markers established behind th« 
centre, in order to verify the exact march of the 
color-bearer on that line ; he will rectify, if neoes- 
pary, the direction of the color-bearer, who wiH 
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tmmeclfately take two new points on -the groimi 
between himself and them^or. . , i 

615. All the principles applicable to the advance 
in line, are the same for a subordintxte ss for th% 
directing battalion ; but when the battalion undeir 
instruction is supposed to be subordinate, n^ 
markers will be placed behind its centre. 

Bemaarka. o» ihe. adoanoe in Unc of hat&e. . 

616. If, in the exercises of detail, Or courses dT 
elementary instruction, the o£Bcers, sergeants, eolS 
porals, and Bie»» have not been well confirmed in 
the principles of the position under arms, as well 
«8 in the length and cadenoe of the step, the maroh 
<yf the battalion in line wiU be fiwdng, unsteady, 
and disunited. 

617. If the color-bearer^ instead of marehbig 
{perpendicularly f<Hrward, pursue an obli<|ue direo- 
tion, the battalion will slant; crowdings in one 
wing, and openings in the other, will follow, and 
these delects in the march, becoming more ai^l 
more embarrassing; in proportion to the deviation 
from the perpendicular, will commence near the 
•entro. 

618. It is then of the greatest importance that 
the color^bearer should direct himself perpendicu* 
larly forward, and that the basis of alignment 
should always be perpendicular to the line pursued 
by him. 

619. If openings be formed, if the files crowd 
each other, if, in short, disorder ensue, the reme- 
dy ought to be applied as promptly as possible^ 
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but calmly, with few words, and as little noise ai 
practicable. 

620. The object of the general guides, in the 
march in line of battle is, to indicate to the conoi- 
panies near the flanks the step of the centre nf 
the battalion, and to afford more facility in estab- 
lishing the wings on the direction of the centre if 
they should be too much in the rear ; hence the 
necessity that these guides should maintain the 
tame step, and inarch abreast, or very nearly so, 
with the color-rank, which it will be easy for them 
to do by casting from time to time an eye on that 
fank. 

621. If the battalion happen to lose the step, 
the eolonel will recall its attention by the com- 
mand, to the — Stsp ; captains and their companies 
.will immediately cast an eye on the color-rank, or 
one of the general guides, and promptly conform 
ihemseWes to the step. 

622. Finally, it is of the utmost importanoo to 
the attainment of regularity in the march in line 
of battle, to habituate the battcdion to ezecato 
with as much order as promptness the movements 
prescribed No. 607 and following, for rectifying 
the direction ; it is not less essential that com- 
manders of battalions should, exercise themselves, 
with the greatest care, in forming their own coup 
^(B&t iu order to be able to judge with precisioii 
the d^etion to be given to their battalions. 
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Article Skooitb. 
ObUque mareh in line of haUU. 

623. The battalion marching !n line of battl«i 
when the colonel shall wish to cause it to oblique, 
lie will command : 

1. Right (or Ufl) oblique, 2. March (or donibU 

quick — March) . 

624. At the first command, the major will pfaed 
Iiimself in front of, and faced to the color-bearer, 

625. At the command march, the whole batta* 
lion will take the oblique step. The companies 
and captains will strictly observe the principfti 
established in the school of the company. 

626. The major in front of the color-bearer 
ought to maintain the latter in a line with the 
centre corporal, so that the color-bearer may ob- 
lique neither more nor less than that corporal. 
He will carefully observe also that they follow paral- 
lel directions and preserve the same length or step. 

627. The lieutenant colonel will take care that 
the captains and the three corporals in the centre 
keep exactly on a line and follow parallel direo* 
tions. 

628. The colonel will see that the battalion pre*- 
serves its parallelism; he will exert himselt to 
prevent the files from opening or crowding. If 
ne perceive the latter fault, he will cause the filei 
on the flank, to which the battalion obliques, to 
open out. 
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629. The colonel, wishing the direct march to 1m 
resumed, will comqaand : 

L Forward. 2. Marcs. . 

CSO.- At the command marchi the battalion will 
resume the direct march. The major will plac^ 
himself thirty paces in front of the color-beaier^ 
and face to the colonel, who will establish him, bj 
fi signal of the sword, on the direction which the 
color-bearer ought to pursue. The latter will im- 
mediately take two points on the ground between 
jiumaelf and the major. 

631. In resuming the direct march, care will b^ 
taken that the men do not close the intenrals 
which may exist between the files at once; it 
skould be done almost insensibly. 

Eemarks on (he oblique march. 

632. The olject of the oblique step is to gain 
ground to the right or left, preserving all tha 
while the primitive direction of the line of battle; 
as thus, for example : the battalion, departing from 
the line {sz), arrives on the line {xz) parallel to (sz)* 

633. It is then essential that the corporals ia 
the centre of the battalion, and the captains of com* 
panics, should follow parallel directions, and main? 
tain themselves at the same height ; without which 
they will give a false direction to the battalion. 

634. The colonel and lieutenant colonel will 
«xert themselves to prevent the files from crowds 
j^g; for, without such precaution, the obliquQ 
march cannot be executed with facility. 
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lt> Aa2< ih6 baUaUont marching in line of hfMc^, 

and to aUgn U* 

635. The bf^ttalioD, marching in the lino of bftV 
IjLe, "when the oolonel shall wiah to halt it» he wili^ 
■ommand: 

' ' ' ' ' 

1. Battalion* % Halt* t 

■ 636. At the second command, the haittalion will 
halt; the color-rank and the general guides willr 
remain in front; but if the colonel ahould nofc 
vish immediately to resume the advance in liD%- 
nor to giro a general alignment, he will command; 

Color and general guides — Posts. 

« 

: 63T. At thia o<mimand, the coWrank andge« 
Beral guides will retake their places in line ofr 
l^attle, the captains in the left wing will shifb to the 
right of their companies, 

638. If the colonel should then judge it neceiK 
fftry to reetify the 'aligpmeati he will ooaimauile * 

Ca^piainSf rectify the alignment, . } 

« 

. 639. The captains will immediately* oast an oye 
Awards the centre, , align themselves accuraX«)yr. 
cm the basis of the align men tf which the lieiite«> 
^ant colonel will see well directed, and tbeiti 
|IN>mptly dresa their respesttiive companies. Tht- 
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lieutenant colonel will admonieb each captains M 
may not be accurateW on the alignment bj the 
' command: Captain of (such) company ^ or captains 
^ («nch) dompanies, move up orfaU hack, 

640. But when the colonel shall wish to give the 
fmttalion a general alignment, either parallel ox 
obliqae, instead of rectifpng it as above, be will 
more some paces ontside of one of the general 
l^ides (the right will here be supposed) and cau* 
tion the right eeneral guide and the color-bearei 
to face him, and then establish them by signal of 
tibe sword, on the direction which he may wish ta 
give to the battalion. As soon as tfaey shall be coi^ 
rectly established, the left general guide will place 
himself on their direction, and be assured in hie 
position bv the major. The color-bearer will carry 
the oolor-ianoe perpendicularly between hia eyee, 
and the two corporals of his rank will return to 
their plaoes in the front rank the moment he shall 
face to the colonel. 

641. This disposition being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. Guides— Ov trb Link. 

642; At this command, the right guide of each 
eompany in the right wing, and the left guide of 
each company in the left, will each place himself 
on the direction of the color-bearer and the two 
general guides, face to the color-bearer, place him* 
self in rear of the guide who is next before him' 
lit a distance equal to the front of his company, 
snd align himself upon the color-bearer and the 
general guide beyond* 
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64S The ca]»tai|)8 in the right wiag will shift t« 
the left of their compaDies, except the captain of 
the oolorKsompany, who will remiun on its right,, 
but ste{^ ioto the rear rank ; the captains in the 
left wing will shift to the right of their companies. 

644. The lieutenant oolonel. will promptly rec- 
tify, if necessary, the positions of Uie guides of 
tke right wing, and the major those of the other ; 
which being executed, the colonel will command : 

2. Qikihfi centre — ^Dkbss. 

645. At this eommand, the companies will moT« 
up in quick time against the guides, where, having, 
arrived, each captain will align his company accord* 
ing to prescribed principles, the lieutenant colonel 
aligning the color-company. 

646. If the alignment be oblique, the captains 
will take care to conform their companies to it in 
condaeting them towards the line. 

647. The battalion being aligned, the colonel 
will comviand : 

3. Color and guides — ^Posts. 

648. At this command, the «olop>bearfir, the 
general and company guides, and the captains in 
the right wing, will take their places in the line 
of battle, and the color^bea|*er will replace ^e 
heel of the color^lance against the right hip. 

649. If the new direction of the line of battle be 
such that one or more companies find themselves in. 
advance of that line, the colonel, before establish- 
ing the general guides on the line, will cause sach 

TOL. II. — 13 K 
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J 

companies to be moyed to tbe rear, either by taa 
back step, or by first facing about, according aa 
there may be less or more ground to be repassed 
to bring the companies in rear of the new direc- 
tion. 

650. When the colonel shall wish to gire a 
general alignment, and the color and eeneral gaides 
are not on the line, he will cause tiiem to move 
out by the command : 

1. ColoT and general guidu — On thi Lznb. 

651. At this command, the color^bearer and the 
general ^ides will place themselres on tbe line^ 
Qonformmg to what is prescribed, No. 640. 



Article Fourth. 
Change of direction in marching in line of haiUe* 

652. The battalion marching in line Of battle^ 
when the colonel shall wish it to change direction 
to the right, he will command : 

1. Change direction to the right, 2. March (of 
d(mbte quick — March). 

653. At the command march^ the morement will 
commence ; tbe color-rank will shorten the step to 
fourteen or seventeen inches, and direct itself cir- 
cularly to the right, taking care to advance the 
left shoulder, but only insensibly ; the major will 
place himself before the color-bearer, facing him, 
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•ad 80 direct hu maich that h6 may describa aa 
arc of a circle neither too large oor too small ; he 
will also see that the color-bearer takes steps of 
fourteen or seventeen inches^ according to the 
gait 

^ 654. The right general eaide will wheel on the 
right captain of the battalion as his pivot ; the 
left general gaide will circularly march in the step 
of twenty-eight inches or thirty*three inches, ac- 
cording to the gait, and will align himself upon 
the color-bearer and the right general guide. 

655. The corporal placed in the centre of the 
battalion, will take steps of fourteen or seventeen 
inches, and will wheel to the right b^ advancing 
insensibly the left shoulder ; the battalion will con- 
form itself to the movement of the centre ; to this 
end, the captain of the color^sompany, and the 
captain of the next to the left, will attentively 
regulate their march, as well as the direction of 
their shoulders, on the three centre corporals. All 
the other captains will regulate the direction of 
their shoulders and the letigth <^ their step on this 
basis. 

656. The men will redouble their attention ia 
order not to pass the line of captains. 

657. In the left wine, the pace will be length* 
ened in proportion as the file is distant from the 
centre ; the captain of the eighth company who 
closes the left fiank of the battalion will take steps 
of twent;^-eight or thirty-three inches, according 
to the gait 

658. In the right wing the pace will be shortened 
in proportion as the file is distant from the centre ; 
the captain wb> doses the right flank will onlj 
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-tloirlj torn ia his person, •bsenrisg to yield 
ground a Kttle if pushed. 

659. The oolonei witl take great care to prerent 
the centre of the battalion from describing an are 
of a circle, either too great or too small, in ordeat 
that the wings may conform themseWes to its 
moyement. Ue will see also that the captains 
keep their companies constantly aligned upon the 
centre, so that there may be no opening and no 
erowding of files. He will endeavor to prevent 
faults, and, should they occur, correct them with- 
out noise. 

660. The lieutenant colonel, placed before the 
battalion, will give his attention to the same 
objects. 

661. When the colonel shall wish the dired 
march to be resumed, he will command : 

1. Forward. 2. March. 

662. At the command march, the color-rank, the 

Seneral guides, and the battalion will resume the 
ircct march; the major will immediately place 
himself thirty or forty paces in front, face to the 
colonel, placed in rear of the centre, who will es- 
tablish him by signal of the sword on the perpen- 
dicular direotion which the corporal in the centre 
of the battalion ought to pursue ; the major will 
immediately cause the color-bearer, if necessary, 
to incline to the right or left, so as to be exactly 
opposite to his file ; the <5olor-bearGr will then take 
two points on the ground between himself and the 
Boiyor. 

663. The lieutenant oolonei will endeavor to giw 
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%o the color-compATij and tbe next on the left a 
direction perpendicular to that pursued by the 
centre corporal; and all the other companiefl^ 
without precipitancy, will conform themselYeS t^ 
that basis. 

Abticlb Fifth. 

To march in retreat, in line of battle, 

664. The battalion being halted, if it be the 
wish of the colonel to cause it to march in retreatg 
he will command : 

1. Face to Vie rear, 2. Battalion, aXxnti^'FACE, 

665. At the second command, the battalion wiH 
face about; the color-rank, and the general guides, 
if in advance, will take their places in line ; the 
tolor-bearer will pass into the rear rank, now 
leading ; the corporal of his file will step behind 
the corporal next on his own right, to let the 
color-bearer pass, and then step into the front 
rank, now rear, to re-form the color-file ; the colonel 
will place himself behind the front rank, become 
the rear; the lieutenant colonel and major wiQ 
place themselves before the rear rank, now leading, 

666. Tne colonel will take post forty paces 
behind, the color-file, in order to assure the lieu- 
tenant colonel on the perpendicular, who will 
place himself at a like oistance in front, as pre" 
joribed for the advance in line of battle. 

667. If the battalion be the one charged with 
the direction, the cobnel will establish markers in 

13* 
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ih« manner indioated, Ko. 589, except that tlie^ 
Will face to the battalion, and that the first will be 
placed twenty-fiye paces from the lieutenant colo- 
nel. If the markers be already established, the 
bffioer charged with replacing them in succession 
will cause them to face about, the moment thai 
the battalion executes this movement, and then 
the marker nearest to the battalion will hasten to 
the rear of the two others. 

668. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
irtU command : 

8. BaUaUony forward 

669. At this command, the color-bearer will ad- 
Tance six paces beyond the rank of file-olosers, 
accompanied bj the two corporals of his guard of 
that rank, the centre corporal stepping back to lei 
the color-bearer pass ; the two file-closers nearest 
this centre corporal will unite on him behind tiie 
color-guard to senre as a basis of alignment for the 
line of file-closers; the two general guides will 
place themselves abreast with the color-rank, the 
eovering Serjeants will place themselves in the lino 
of file-closers, and the captains in the rear rank, 
now leading; the captains in the left wing, now 
right, will, if not already there, shift to the left of 
their companies, now become the right. 

670. The colonel will then command: 

4. Ma&oh (or dimbU pUek — ^Maiioh). 

671. The battalion will march in retreat on the 
•ame principles which govern the advance in linei 
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Ibe centre corporal behind the odor-bearer will 
maroh ezaoUy m his trace. 

672. If it be the directing battalion, the color- 
bearer will direct ^himself on the markers, who 
will, of their own accord, each place himself in 
succession behind the marker most distant, on 
being approached by the battalion: the officer 
eharged with the superintendence of the markers, 
vill carefully assure them on the direction. 

673. In the case of a subordinate battalion, the 
eolor-bearer will maintain himself on the perpen- 
dicular by means of points taken on the ground. 

674. The colonel, lieutenant colonel, and m^or 
will each discharge the same functions as in tho 
adrance in line. 

675. The lieutenant colonel, placed on the oul- 
Bide of the file closers of the colom^ompany, will 
also maintain the three file closers of the basis of 
alignment in a square with the line of direc- 
tion: the other file closers will keep themseWes 
aligned on this basis. 



Abticlb SkXTH. 

Tb haU ihe baitalion marching in retrecU^ and to 

face U to the front 

676. The colonel having halted the battalion, 
and wishing to face it to the front, will command : 

1. Face to ihefronL 2. Batidlion, about — Fack, 

677. At the second command^ the color-ranJ^ 
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'i^eneral guides, captains, and covering sergeants, 
will all retake their habitual places in line of 
battle, and the color-bearer will repass into tho 
front rank. 

678. The battalion marching in line of battle 
by the front rank, when the colonel shall wish to 
'march it in retreat, he will command : 

1. Battalion, right about, ' 2. Mabch. 

679. At the command march, the battalion will 
face to the rear and move off at the same sait by 
the rear rank. The principles prescribed Nos. 
669 and following will be carefully observed. 

680. If the colonel should wish the battalion 
to march again by the front, he will give the sam« 
commands. 



Articli: Sivxnth. 

Change of direction^ in marching in retreoL 

681. A battalion retiring in line will change di- 
rection by the commands and means indicated No. 
452 and following; the three file closers, united 
behind the color-rank, will conform themselves to 
the movement of this rank, and wheel like it ; the 
centre file closer of the three will take steps of 
fourteen or seventeen inches, according to the gait, 
and keep himself steadily at the same distance 
from the color-bearer ; the line of file closers will 
conform themselves to the movement of its centre, 
and the lieutenant colonel will maintain it on tiiat 
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Article Eighth. 
Passage of obstacles^ advancing and retreoHng, 

682. The battalion advancing in line will be 
lupposed to encounter an obstacle which covers 
one or more companies; the colonel will cause 
them to ploy into column at full distance, in rear 
of the next company towards the color, which will 
be executed in the following manner. It will be 

I supposed that the obstacle only covers the third 
company, the colonel will command : 

Third company, obstacle, 

683. At this command, the captain of the third 
company will place himself in its front, turn to it, 
and command, 1. Third company , by the leflflank^ 
to ike rear into column, 2. Double quick, 3. March. 
He will then hasten to the left of his company. 

684. At the command march, the company will 
face to the left in marching ; the two left files will 
promptly disengage to the rear in double quick 
time ; the left guide, placing himself at the head 
of the front rank, will conduct it behind the fourth 
company, directing himself parallelly with this 
company; the captain of the third will himself 
halt opposite to the captain of the fourth, and see 
his company file past; when its right file shall be 
nearly up with him, he will command, 1 . Third 
tompany, 2. By the right flank, 3. March. 
4b Ouide right, and place himself before the 
centre of his company. 
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685. At the command march, the company will 
face to the right, preserving the same gait, but the 
moment it shall be at the prescribed distance* its 
eaptain will command: 

1. Quick Ume. 2. Mabcr. 

686. This company will thus follow in oolamn 
that behind which it finds itself, and at wheeling 
distance, its right guide marching exactly in the 
trace of the captain of that company. 

687. As soon as the third company shall have, 
faced to the lefb, the left guide of the second will 
place himself on the left of the front rank of his 
company, and maintain between himself and the 
right of the fourth the space necessary for the 
return into line of the third. 

688. The obstacle being passed, the colonel will 
command : 

Third company, fontard, into line, 

689. At this command, the captain turning to 
his company, will add : 

1. By company, right halfwhed, 2. Double quiekm 

3. Ioarch. 

690. At the command march, the company will 
take the double quick step, and execute a half 
wheel ; its captain will then command, 1. Forward, 

2. March. 3. Guide left. The second command 
will be given when the company shall have suffi- 
ciently wheeled. 
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'*66l. At the oommMid mateh, ih% eompanj will 
dtawct itself straight forward towards the line «f 
battle, and retake its position in it according t« 
the principles prescribed for the formation forward 
into line of battle. 

692. It will be supposed that the obstacle coTert 
•ereral contiguous companies (the three companies 
on the right for example), the colonel will com- 
mand: 

1. J^ee right eon^a$ne$f obtiaeU. 2. By the Irft 
Hank, to the rear, into 4oiumn, 8« DoubU ^iek^ 

liAKCH. 

698. At the first command, the captains of the 
designated companies will each place himself be* 
fore the centre of his company, and caution it ad 
to the movement about to be executed. 

694. At the command march, the designated 
oompanies will face to the left in marching, and 
immediately take the double quick step ; each 
captain will cause the head of his company to dis* 
engage itself to the rear, and the left guide will 
place himself at the head of the front rank; the 
oaptain of the third company will conform him* 
•efr to what is prescribed. No. 684 and following; 
the captains of the other companies will conduct 
them by the flank in rear of the third, inclining 
towards the head of the column ; and, as the head 
of each company arrlTes opposite to the right of 
the one next before it in column, its captain will 
himself halt, see his company file past, and con- 
form himself for facing it to the front, in maroh- 
ingt to what is prescribed No. 684 and following 
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695. WbeB iht lui eotDpany in oc^umn sIibII 
bftve passed tb« obstaele, the colonel will cooi^ 
mand: 

1. Three right companies^ forward^ into Une. 

G96. At this command, the captain of each of 
these three companies will command, By companyt 
right half whed. The colonel will then add : 

1. Double quick 2. March. 

697. At. this, briskly repeated by the captains 
of the three companies, each company will con- 
form itself to what is prescribed No. 600 and fol- 
lowing. 

698. It is supposed, in the foregoing examples, 
that the companies belonged to the right wing ; if 
they make part of the other, they will execute the 
passage of an obstacle according to the same prin- 
eiples and by inverse means. 

699. When flank companies are broken off to 
pass an obstacle, the general gaide on that flank 
will place himself six paces in front of the eater 
file or the nearest company to him remaining in 
line. 

700. In the preceding movements, it has been 
supposed that tne battalion was marcfiing in quick 
time, but if it be marching in double quick time, 
and the colonel shall wish to cause several eon* 
tiguous companies to break to the rear, he will 
fiist order the battalion to march in quick time; 
the companies will break as iadicated No. 692. 



. 701. WheB the moyeai^iit k cdiipletedt A* 
eolonel will order the double quick step to hA 
iresumed. He will also cause the battalion ■ to 
march in quick time when he shall wish to bring 
Into line tne several companies which are to the 
tear in column ; the movement will be executea 
as previously indicated ; and when the last companj 
shall have nearly completed its movement, th« 
colonel will cause the double quick step to b^ 
resumed. 

702. In the movement of a single oompanj, oy 
of several companies not contiguous to each other, 
tbe battalion will continue to march in double 
quick time, but in these cases the companies which 
are to ploy into column, or re-enter the line, will 
increase the gait. 

703. In the march in retreat, these several 
movements will be executed on the same princif 
pies as if the battalion marched by Uie froni 
rank. 

704. When a battalion, advancing in line ol 
battle, shall be obliged to execute the ri^bt abou| 
In order to retreat, if there be oompanies in co- 
lumn, behind the rear rank, these coo^panies will 
also execute ihe right about, put themselves in 
march, at the same time with the battalion, and 
will thus precede it in the retreat ; they will afteiv 
wards successively put themselves into line bj tho 
oblique step, as the ground may permit, 

705. If the battalion be marebing in retneaiia 
double quick time, and many contiguous compi^ 
nies be marching before the rear rank of the bal* 

TOL. II. — 14 
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4dioti, tbe eolonel 'vdll not change tihe pat of tho 
bftUalion in eAnsing them to re-enter into lino. 

706. When the color-company shall be obliged 
io execnte the movement or passing an obstacle* 
the color-rank will return into line at tbe moment 
the company shall face to the left or right ; tb« 
feifjor will place himself six paces before the es* 
tremity of the company behind which the colo» 
company marches in column, in order to nve the 
step and the direction ; he, himself, first taking the 
Itep from the battalion. 

707. As soon as the color-company shall have 
returned into line, the front rank or tbe color-ffaard 
will again move out six paces in front m the 
battalion, and take the step from the major ; the 
latter will immediately place himself twenty or 
thirty paces in front or the color-bearer, and face 
to the colonel placed behind the centre of the bat- 
talion, who will establish him on the perpendicu- 
lar ; and, as soon as he shall be assured on it, the 
Oolor-bearer will instantly take two points on the 
ground between himsdf and the major. 

708. It is prescribed, as a general rule, that the 
oompanies or the right wing ought to execute the 
moyement of passing obstacles by the left flank, 
and the reyerse for the companies of the other 
wing ; but if the obstacle cover at once several 
eompanies of the centre, each will file into column 
behind that, still in line, and of the same wing^ 
mkdoh may be tks nesreat to it 
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Aeticis NlNllI. 

« 

lb pan a defUe^ tn iefreat, by the right er ^f^ 

flank* 

709. When a battalion, retiring in line, fihaO 
encounter a defile '^hich it must pass, the colonel 
will halt the battalion, and face it to the front. 

710. It will be supposed that the defile is in rear 
of the lefb flank, and that its width is sufficient to 
give passage to a column by platoon ; the colonel 
will place a marker fifteen or twenty paces in rear 
of the file closers at the point around which the 
BubdiTisions will have to cnange direction in order 
to enter the defile ; he will then command : 

To the reatf by ike right flxvnk^ pass the defile. 

711. The captain of the first company will im- 
mediately command : 

4 

L FirH eompany, right — ^Facs. 2. Makch (of 
doMe quick — March). 

712. At the command mareh^ the first companT 
will commence the movement; the first file will 
wheel to the right, march to the rear till it shall 
have passed four naces beyond the file closers, 
when it will wheel again to the right, and then 
direct itself straight forward towards the left 
fiuik. All the other files of this company niU 
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eome to wheel in succession at the same placi 

where the first had wheeled. 

713. The second company will execute, in iti 
tarn, the same moyement, hj the commands of its 
oaptaiD, who will give the command March, m 

that the first file of nis company may immediately 
follow the last of the first, without constraint, how- 
ever, as to taking the step of the first ; the first file 
of the second company will wheel to the right, on 
its ground ; all the other files of this company will 
come in succession to wheel at the same place. 
The following companies will execute, each in its 
turn, what has just been prescribed for the second. 

714. When the whole of the second company 
shall be on the same direction with the first, the 
captain of the first will cause it to form, by pla- 
toon, into line, and the moment that it is in column, 
the guide of the first platoon will direct himself 
on toe marker around whom he has to change di- 
rection in order to enter the defile. 

715. The second company will continue to march 
by the flank, directing itself parallelly with the 
line of battle; and it, in its turn, will form by pla- 
toon into line, when the third company shall b« 
wholly on the same direction with i1»el£ 

716. The following companies will successiyelj 
•veoute what ha« just been prescribed for Uie 
second, and «ach will form by platoon into line, 
when tiie next company ehfUl bo on the same di> 
rection with itself. 

717. The first platoon of the leading company 
haying arrived opposite to the marker placed at 
the entraiuM of the defile, will tarn to the lei^ 
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and the following platoons will all execute thi« 
movement at the same point. As the last compa- 
nies will not be able to form platoons before 
reaching the defile, they will so direct themselves, 
in entering it, as to leave room to the left for thit 
movement. 

718. The battalion will thus pass the defile bj 
platoon ; and, as the two platoons of each companj 
shall clear it, companies will be successive] « 
formed bjr the means indicated, school of the coin* 
pany, No. 273, and following. 

719. The head of the oolumn having eloarod tho 
defile, and having reached the distance at whiob 
the colonel wishes to re-form line £iced to the d<h 
file, he may cause the leading company to torn 
to the left, to prolong the column in toat direction, 
and then form it to the left into line of battle ; or 
he may halt the column, and form it into line of 
battle faced to the rear. 

720. If the defile be in the rear of the right flank, 
it will be nassed by the left ; the movement will 
be execotea according to the same principles, and 
by inverse means. 

721. If the defile be too narrow to receive the 
front of a platoon, it will be passed by the flank. 
Captains and file closers will be watchful that the 
files do not lose their distances in marching. Com 
panics or platoons will be formed into line as th« 
width of uie defile may permit, or as the eomp» 
ttiea ahall successively clear it 
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JLtncu TiNTH. 
lb marth 6y ihejkmk. 

722. The colonel, wishing the battalion to mar 5h 
by the flank* will command: 

1. BoHalwn. 2. RigU (or Zem— Fact. 3. JVm^ 
ward, 4. Mabch (or douM$ quick — ^Mabcb). 

723. At the seoond oommand, the ^ptainR and 
covering sergeanta will place themselves as pre- 
•oribed, Nos. 136 and 141, school of the oompany. 

724. The sereeant on the left of the battalion 
will place himself to the left and by the side of the 
last file of his company, coyering the captains in 
file. 

725. The battalion haying to faee by the left 
flank, the captains, at the second command, will 
shift rapidly to the left of their companies, and 
each place himself by the side of the ooyering ser- 
geant of the company preceding his own, except 
the cantain of the left company, who will place 
himselt by the side of the sergeant on the left of 
the battalion. The coyering sergeant of the right 
company will place himself by therieht side of the 
front rank man of the rearmost file of his oompany, 
coyering the captains in file. 

726. At the command march^ the battalion will 
»atep oif with life; the sergeant, placed before the 

leading file (right- or left in front), will be carefnl 
to preserye exactly the length and cadence of the 
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■tep, ftnd to direct himself straight forward ; to this 
•na, ho will take poiots on the ground. 

727. Whethor the battalion march by the ri^ht 
or loft flank, the lieutenant colonel will place him- 
self abreast with the leading file, and the major 
abreast with the color-file, both on the side of th« 
firont rank, and about six paees from it. 

728. The adjutant, placed between the lient^ 
nant colonel and the front rank, will march in tha 
aame step with the bead of the battalion, and tha 
•ergeant major, plaoed .between the major and tha 
eolor-bearer, will march in the same step with the 
adjutant. 

729. The captains and file closers will carefully 
•eo that the files neither open oat, nor close too 
much, and that they regain insensibly their di»> 
tancesy if lost. 

730. The colonel wishing the battalion to wheel 
by file^ will command : 

1. ByJUe right (or left). 2. March. 

731. The files will wheel in succession, and all 
at the place where the first had wheeled, in con- 
forming to the principles prescribed in the school 
of the company. 

732. The battalion marching br the flank, 
when the colonel shall wish it to lialt, he will 
•immaad: 

1. BaUdUen, 2. Halt. 8. Front. 

733. These commands will be executed aa pro* 
tfonbed in the school of the oompany. No. 146b 
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734. K the baiUlion 1m marobing b^ the iiwik 
and the colonel should wish to eause it to mank 
in line^ either to the front or to the rear, the 
movements will be exeeuted by the oommandi 
and means prescribed in the sebool of the cons- 
panj. 

AancuK Elitinth. 

2b form Ae haUdUan <m (he right cr 2^ hfj^ 

intolimQ/balUe. 

735. The battalion marching by the right flank, 
when the oolonel shall wish to form it <m the right 
by file» he will determine the line of battle, imd 
the lieutenant oolonel will nlaoe two markers on 
that line, in conformity with what is presoribedf 
No. 416. 

736. The head of the battalion being nearly up 
with the first marker, the colonel will command : 

1, On the right, &y JiU, hUo line. 2. Mabch («f 

737. At the eommand march, the leading com- 
pany will form itself on the right, by file, into line 
of batUe, as indicated in the school of the com- 
pany. No. 149 ; the front rank man of the first file 
will rest his breast lightly against the right arm 
of the first marker ; the other companies will fol* 
low the movement of tJie leading company ; each 
captain will place himself on the line at the same 
lime with the front rank man of his first file, and 
en the right of thi« man. 
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738. The left caide of eaeh eonpany, except the 
fading one, wilTplaoe himself on the direction of 
ihe markers, and opposite to the left file of his 
oom)|aDT, at the instant that the front rank man 
of this file arrives on the line. 

739. The formation being ended, the colonel will 
command: 

Guides — Posts. 

740. The colonel will snperintend the siioce»> 
•ive formation of the battalion, moving along the 
front of the line of battle. 

741. The lieutenant colonel will, in succession, 
Kssure the direction of the guides, and eee that the 
men of the front rank, in placing themselves on 
the line, do not pass it. 

742. If the battalion march by the left flank, 
the movement will be executed according to the 
■ame principles, and 1^ inverse means. 



ASTICU TwiLfTH. 

Changes of/ronL 
(t^g* of froni perpendicularly /orwMrd* 

743. The battalion being in line of battle, it is 
supposed to be the wish of the colonel to cause a 
ohanse of front forward on the risht company, 
and uiat the angle formed by the old and new po- 
rtions be a right an^le, or a few degrees more or 
less than one ; he will cause two markers to be 
ulaoed on the new direction, before the position to 
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be oeeapted by that edmpany, and order its cap* 
tain to establish it against the markers. 

744. The captain of the right company will im* 
mediately direct it upon the markers by a -wheel 
to the right on the fixed pivot ; and after haying 
baited it, he will ali^ it by the right 

745. These dispositions being made, the coIoimI 
mm command: 



1. C5l«n5«y»vn/ybrwafY? on /rrf company. 2. JBjpr 
company, right h 
quick — ^March). 



company, right half wheel. 3. March (or daulJi 



746. At the second command, each captain will 
place himself before the centre of his company. 

747. At the third, each company will wheel to 
Hhe right on the fixed pivot ; the len guide of each 
will place himself on its left as soon as he shall be 
able to pass; and when the colonel shall judge 
that the companies haye safEioiently wheeled, £• 
will command: 

4. Forward. 5. March. 6. Guide right 

748. At the fifth command, the companies 
eeasing to wheel will march straight forward ; at 
the sixth, the men will touch elbows toward^ thc- 
right. 

749. The right guide of the second company 
will march straight forward until this company 
shall arrive at the point where it should turn to 
the right ; each succeeding right guide will follow 
the file immediately before him at the cessation of 
the wheel, and will march in the trace of this file 
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nntil ihls company shall turn to the right to move 
upon the line ; this guide will then march straight 
forward. 

750. The second company having arrived oppo* 
Biie to the left file of the first, its captain will 
cause it to turn to the right ; the right guide will 
direct himself so as to arrive squarely upon the 
line of battle, and when he shall be at three 
paces from that line, the captain will command : 

1. Second company. 2. Halt. 

751. At the second command, the company will 
halt ; the files not yet in line with the guide will 
come into it promptly, the left guide will place 
himself on the line of battle, and as soon as he is 
assured in the direction by the lieutenant colonel, 
the captain will align the company by the right. 

752. Each following company will conform to 
what has just been prescribed for the second. 

753. The formation ended, the colonel will 
command : 

Guides — ^PosTS. 

754. If the battalion be in march, and the colo- 
nel shall wish to change front forward on the first 
company, and that the angle formed by the old 
and new positions be a right angle, he will cause 
two markers to be placed on the new direction, 
before the position to be occupied by that com- 
pany, and will command; 
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1. Change front forward on first company, 2. Bf 
company^ right half wheel, 3. Mabch (or double 
gtiich — ^March). 

755. At the first command, the captains will 
move rapidly before the centre of their respective 
companies ; the captain of the first company will 
command: 1. RtgJU turn; 2. Quick time; the cap- 
tains of the other ccmpanies will caation them to 
wheel to the right. 

756. At the command mareh^ the first compaifiy 
will turn to the right according to the principles 
prescribed in the school of the soldier, No. 4Q2 ; 
Its captain will halt it at three paces from the 
markers, and the files in rear will promptly come 
into line. The captain will align the company by 
the right. 

757. Each of the other companies will wheel to 
the right on a fixed nivot; the left guides will 
place themselves on toe left of their respective 
oompanies, and when the colonel shall judge they 
have wheeled sufficiently, he will command : 

4. Forward, 5. March. 6. Guide right 

758. These commands will be executed as indi* 
eated No. 746 and following. 

759. The colonel will cause the battalion to 
shange front forward on the eighth company ac- 
cording to the same principles and by inyena 
means* 
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Change of frwit perpendieularlff to the rtor* 

i 760. The colonel, wisfaiDg to change front to the 
rear on the right company, will impart his purpose 
to the captain of this company. The latter will 
Immediately face his company ahout, wheel it to 
the left on the fixed pivot, and halt it when it shall 
be in the direction indicated to him by the colonel : 
Ihe captain will then &ce his company to the front, 
and align it by the right against the two markers, 
whom the colonel will cause to be established 
before the right and left files. 

761. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
will command : 

1. Change front to (he rear^ onfint company, 2. 
Battalion^ about — ^Face. 3. By company, left 
half v}hed, 4. March [or double quick — 
March). 

762. At the second command, all the companies, 
excent the right, will face about. 

76o. At the third, the captains, whose companiei 
have faced about, will each place himself behind 
the centre of his company, two paces from the frsnt 
rank, now the rear. 

764. At the fourth, these companies will wheel 
to the left on the fixed pivot by the rear rank ; th« 
left guide of each will, as soon as he is able to 

Eass, place himself on the left of the rear rank of 
18 company, now become the right; and when 
the colonel shall judge that the companies havt 
sufficiently wheeled, he will command s 

TOL. U.' \ 
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5. Forward* 6. March. 7. Guide l^ 

765. At the sixth command, the companies will 
cease to wheel, march straight forward towards 
the new line of battle, and, at the seventh, take 
the touch of the elbow towards the lefb. 

7G6. The guide of each company on its right 
flank, become left, will conform himself to the 
principles prescribed, No. 748. 

767. The second company, from the right, hay- 
ing arrived opposite to the left of the first, will 
turn to the left ; the guide will so direct himself 
as to arrive parallelly with the line of battle, cross 
that line, and when the front rank, now in the 
rear, shall be three paces beyond it, the captain 
will command : 1. Second company ; 2. Halt. 

768. At the second command, the company 
will halt ; the files which may not yet be in line 
with the guide, will promptly come into it ; the 
captain will cause the company to face about, and 
then align it by the right. 

769. All the other comnanies will execute what 
has just been prescribed for the second, each as it 
successively arrives opposite to the left of the 
oompany that precedes it on the new line of battle. 

770. The formation being ended, the colonel 
wUloommand: 

G^iies— Posts. 

771. The colonel will cause a change of front <m 
the left company of the battalion to the rear, ao- 
cording to the same principles and by inyerse 
laeans. 
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772. In ohan^fl of front, the colonel will give 
ft general aupenntendence to the nkovement. 

773. The lieatenant colonel will assure the 
dSreetion of the gnides as thej sucoessively moTe 
out on the line of battle, conforming himself to 
what has been prescribed in the successive for- 
mations. 

Remarks on chinges offroni. 

774. When the new direction is perpendicular, 
or nearly so, to that of the battalion, the compa- 
nies ought to make about a half wheel (the e^^fath 
of the circle) before marching straight forward ;. 
but when those two lines are oblique to each other, 
the smaller the angle which they form, the less 
ought the companies to wheel. It is for the colo-' 
nelto judge, according to the angle, the precis^ 
time when he ought to give the command march 
after the caution forward, and if be cannot catch 
the exact moment, the word of execution should 
rather be given a little too soon, than an instant 
too lato. 

775. When the old and the new lines form an 
ancle of fortj-five or fewer degrees, the colonel 
win find it necessary to arrest the wheel of the 
companies when the marching flanks shall have 
taken but a few paces, or, it may be, have but dis- 
engaged, respectively, from the fixed pivots of the 
next companies ; and in all such cases, the com* 
panics will arrive so nearly parallel to the new . 
line, as to be able to align themselves upon itr 
without the intermediate turn to the right or lefis i 
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to exeoota tho moTenent under ^IAm ciremii" 
Btance •apposed, the oolonei will eoioniaiid : 

OUi^ change qffiotU, forvxvrd (or io Uu nor) 



Abticub Thirtunth. 

2b ploy ike battalion into column doubled on ike 

ceniTe* 

776. This movement consists in ploying the oor^ 
responding companies of the right and left wki^ 
into column at company distance, or closed in 
mass, in rear of the two centre companies, acoord^ 
ing to the principles prescribed, Article Thlrdi 
Part Second, of this Scnool. 

777. The colonel, wishing to form the double 
column at company distance, (the battalion being 
in line of battle,) will command: 

!• Double column, at "half distance. 2. BaiteMonf 
inwarde — ^Facs* 3. Mabcb (or double quick<-^ 
Mabch.) 

778. At the first command, the oalptains will 
plaoe^ themselves two paces in front ef their re* 
specUve^ companies ; the captains <^ the two oentrt 
companies will caution them to stand fast, and tlie 
other captains will caution their companies to &oe 
to the left and right, respectively. The covering 
sergeants will step into the front rank. 
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779. At th^ second eo«ttaiid» tiM IbidFtii ftnd- 
fifth companies will stand fast; the othera of tb*. 
right wing wiU face to the left,^ and the others pf 
the lefl; wing will face to the right ; eaoh o^ptaift, 
"whose company has faced, will hasten to break to^ 
the rear the two files at the head of bis compajdj^ 
the left guide of each right company, and the ri^i 
guide 01 each left company, will each place him- 
self at the head of its front rank, and tne captaia 
by the side of his guide. 

780. At the command march^ the fourth and fifUl^ 
companies, which are to form the first diyision, 
will stand fast ; the senior captain of the two wiU 
place himself before the centre of the division, 
and command: Guide ripht; the junior captain, 
will place himself in the interval between the two 
companies^ and <he leil guide of the left company 
will place himself in the front rank on the left of 
the division, as soon as he shall be able to pass. 

781. All the other companies, conducted by their 
captains, will step off with life to arrange them- 
selves iiA ooluiBa at company distance, each com* 
pany behind the preceding one in the column of - 
the same wing» so that, in the right wing, the 
third mav be next behind the fourtn, the Beoond^ 
DCTt to too third, and so on to the right oompany ; 
and, in the left wing, the sixth may be ikext behind 
the fifth, the seventh next to the sixtj), asd SO oa. 
to the left company of the battalion. 

782. The corresponding companies of the tw<^ 
wings will nnite into divisions m arranging them* 
selves in column ; an instant before tiie union, al 
the centre of the column, the left guides of right 
companies will pasa into the line of file closera^ 
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Aid eaoL eaptaio wiU command: 1. Such com* 
fony; 2. Hait; 3. Front. 

783. At the second command, which Trill be 
f^ven at the instant of nnion, each company will 
halt ; at the third, it vrill face to the front. The 
senior captain in each division will place himself 
4n its rignt, and command, Ri^kt — Dbess, and tho 
Junior captain will place himself in the interval 
Detween tne two companies. The division being 
aligned, its chief will command Front, and take 
kis position two paces before its centre. 

784. The column being thus formed, the divi- 
sions will take the respective denominations of 
first, second, third, Stc, according to position in 
the column, beginning at the front. 

785. The lieutenant colonel, who, at the second 
command given by the colonel, will. have placed 
himself at a little more than company distapce in 
rear of the right guide of the first aivision, will 
assure the right guides on the direction as tbejjr 
successively arrive, by placing himself in their 
rear. 

786. The mosio will pass to the rear of the 
oolumn. 

787* The battalion being in march, to form the 
double column at company distance without halt* 
lag the battalion, the colonel will command : 

L S>ouUe eolumn ai half dintarc 2. Batkdiim 
ly ihe right and Ufi jkmks, 3. March (or 



788. At the fi?«l d^mmtknd, eaeli eimtftin vfS 
move briskly in front of the centre of his com* 
pany; the captains of the fourth and fifth will 
oantion their oompanies to mareh straight forward; 
the other captains will caution their companies to 
face to the right and lefb. 

789. At the command matcht the fourth and 
fifth companies will continue to mareh straight 
forward; the senior captain will place himself 
before the centre of his division and command, 
(ruide right; the junior captain will place himself 
in the interval between the two companies. The 
left guide of the fifth company will place himself 
on the left of the front rank of the division. The 
men will take the touch of elbpws to tlie right. 
The color and general guides will retake their 
places. Th« three right companies will face to 
the left, and the three left companies will face to 
the right. Each captain will break to the rear two 
files at the head oi his company ; the left guides 
of the right companies, and the right guides of the 
left companies, will each place himself at the head 
of the front rank of his company, and the captaio 
by the side of his guide. 

790. The third and sixth companies will enter 
the column and direct themselves parallelly to the 
first division. Each of the other companies will, 
in like manner, place itself behind the company 
of the wing to which it belongs, «and will be care- 
ful to gain as much ground as possible towards tha 
head of the column. 

791. The corresponding companies of each wing 
will unite into divisions on taking their positions 
in column, and each captain, the instant tlie head 
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vf liW «ow^pailT«rriT«6 At Ae t&hbn of ftte oolmnn, 
wiU a<>iDlDaiid, 1. Such eampany by the right (or 
Ml) Jiank* 2. March* The setnot* captain of 
tae two oonpsnief will place hiiDSellr in front of 
Ibe oantre or his diviflioB, uid cottimand, €rUid4 
right ; the junior captain nill plfUse himself in the 
interval betireeii the two companies. The two 
-companies thns formed into a dirision will take 
the touch of dbowB to the right, and when each 
divisioB hie gatned its pfojiler distance, its chief 
'will ccoie it to maiioh in qnick time. 

792. When tiie battalion presents an odd number 
'bf companies, the formation will be made in like 
manner, and the company on either flank which 
ahalt find itself without a corresponding one, will 
place itself at company distance behind the wing 
"to which it belongs. 

793. The double column, closed in mase, will be 
formed according to the same principles and by (he 
lame commands, substituting the inaication, Mied 
lb mass, for that of <U haJlf disiatkct. 

794. The double column never bdiig foAned 
when two or more battalions are to be in one 
ffeneral column, it will habitually teke the guide 
v^ the right, sometimes to the left, or in the centre 
of the column ; in the last case, the command wiH 
be^ guide centre. The column will maroh and 
cbnnge direction according to the principlea pra> 
scribed for a simple column by division. 

795. The double column at company distwce 
will be closed in mass, or, if in mass, will take 
half distance, by the commands and means Indi* 
eated for a simple column by division. 
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^if i oym e n i nf ^ doubU column, faced io ih4 

Jrtmt. 

7S4. 3Sm edoatfl, wkhiog to depkQr the dovble 
eokuDB, mil plaee s mftrket reepectiyefy befoni 
ilM rigbi and 1^ files of the fitst diTbion, anil a 
(bird befiace the kft & of the rig^teompaftj, mms 
4rnM0« ; wbtoh Mii|^ dotte, he will eaase the twt 

Sineral guides to spnBg ^ovt on the fili|;iHBMttt of 
e markers a litUe beyond the ^ints at which tbo 
ttspMfeive lanks of the battelion «eght to f^st; 
1m will tbe& -eomaftaiid : 

1. ]}qihy column. 2. Battalion outward* — ^Faci 
8. Masoh (or dmMe ^ich-'-JiSLAmCM). * 

797. The eolttam will deploy itself on the two 
^omi^iiies at its bea4» aeeerdiiuB to tbe pnnoiplet 

?re6eribed for the deploymeiit of Dolnmss in mass, 
!he oaptaias of these ccMaipaaies will -eaoh, «t tbo 
oommand march, place himself on the right of his 
•wn eomtfaay, aaa align it by the ri^t ; the oa|h 
taim of the fourth will then place himself ia tot 
l«ar rank, and the ooyering sergeant in the rank 
of ^t closenB, at the moment the captain of tbe 
third shall c(»ne to its left to align it 

798. The deployment beiag eaded, the ooloaol 
will oommand : 

Quide9 — Posts. 

799 If it be the wish of the colonel to eaitoe 
tho fire to oommonoe pending the deployment hk 




irfll jHTe an order to that elEBct to the oaptdns of 
tho fourth and fifth compaoies, and the firo ^will 
be executed acoording to the principles prescribed 
No. 438. 

800. The battalion being In doable ooldmn and 
In march, if the colonel shall wish to deploy it 
vithont halting the colamn, he will cause three 
■Mffkers to be posted on the line of battle, and 
when the head of the oolnmn shall arrive near the 
markers, he will command: 

eolmnii. 2. SaHdtum^ hy ike rtgki «mcl 
nka, 3. Mabch (or double gutdb-— 

). 

801. IShe oolnmn will deploy on the two leading 
companies, according to the principles prescribed 
for tne deployment of a close colomn, No. 533 and 
ibllowinf^ ; at the command march, the chief of the 
flMt division will halt it, and the captains of the 
fourth and fifth companies will align their compar 
nies by the right. 

802. If the column be in march, anH it be the 
wish of the colonel to deploy the column and to 
tontinne to march in the oraer of battle, he will 
not cause markers to be established at the head 
of the column. The movement will be executed 

Sthe commands and means indicated No. 800, 
serving what follows. At the first commandj 
the chief of the first division will command, Quids 
Hme, At the command march, the first division 
will continue to march in quick time ; the colonel 
will command, Chiide centre. The captains of the 
fourth and fifth companies, the color, and the me% 



<f41t inmedni^dy oonftmn to ^ prinoiples ef te 
nsrob in lioe of baltie. The eomtmnies will take 
the onick «tep by the oominaiid of their captaine. 
Ml iney fiucoeseiTely arrive in line. The aove* 
ment completed^ the colonel may oause the batta* 
lioo ti: march in double qnick time. 

* * 

To form the double column into line of 5aKfo^ '^ 
faeed to ihe rigki w Uft, 

803. The double column, being at company die* 
kuaee and at a halt, may be formed into line of 
battle faced to the right or left ; when the colonel 
ahall wish to form it faced to the right/he will 
oommand : 

!• Righi into line wheel, left companies on the 
righi into line, 2. Battalion, guide right. 
3. Maacb (or double quick — Maxch). 

804. At the first command, each captain will 
place himself before the centre of his company ; 
the right companies will be cautioned that thesr 
will have to wheel to the right into line, the left 
companies that they will have to march straight 
forward. 

805. At the second command, the left guide of 
the fourth company will place himself briskly on 
the direction of the right guides of the column, 
face to them, and opposite to one of the three last 
files of his company when in line of battle ; the 
lieutenant colonel will assure him in that position. 

806. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by all the captains, the right companies will form 



lb ibe f^i^ tBte Km of Mll»» th« Ml ^onpttCiM 
•#tH p«i themBelvm in niaroh in order to font on 
the f4gbt into line of battle ; these ibittalion« will 
be ezecfited hj the neene indieated No. 301 mid 
f blowing, No. 416 aiid folh^nsg ; the lievtenaDt 
colonel will aasore the g^dee of the left wing 
on the line of battle as they snccessively come 
•pen it 

807. If thecelnnmbe in mateht the colonel wall 
command : 

1. BigM inib line whed. % Lefi em^ptmiot, on 
Me tighi into tine. 8. BtJtHatkm, feme ti^kU 
4. IfAScn (or douX^ qttieh-AILiACm)^ 

808. At the first command, eacb captain will 
place himself promptly before the centre of his 
company ; the right companies will be caotioned 
that they will have to wheel to the right, and the 
left companies that they will hare to Tor m on the 
right into line. 

809. At the command marchy briskly repeated, 
the right companies will form to the right into 
Jine, and the lefl; companies on the right into line. 
These formations will be executed as prescribed 
J^^os. 402, 417, and following. 

810. If the colonel should wish to move the 
battalion forward, at the moment the ri^ht com* 
panies have completed the wheel, he will com* 
mand: 

6. Forward, 6. Hakch (or douUe futch — 

Mabch). 
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811. At tbe command fcrward, the captains of 
tho right companies will command. Quick time. 
At the commfliiid snared the right companies will 
eease to wheel and march straight forward. The 
ffolonel wiU tiieii ^M : 

T. CfuidebeiUn* 

S12. The moTenent of the left eompanief will 
be executed in double quick time as prsseiilied 
above, and as thej arriyeon tbe line each captaiii 
will cause his company to march in quick time. 

813. The column maybe foraaed fiwed to the 
kit into Use ^f battle aoeofdiag to l^e sine prin- 
ciples. 

614. If the cpTumn bis ekted in mais i&slead 
«f at ooibpany distance, these mofrements wiU be 
executed aeoerdine to the pruiciplee pree^ibed 
Nos. 417, 502, and 510. 

Remmh on ike deplofmefd of ike double eolumn* 

815. The depth of the double column, at oom- 
fmiiy distance, being inconsiderable, closing it ki 
itfass, %f at ft iviSt, in order to def^oy It, mar be 
dispensed with ; but if it be in march, it will be 
Itapreferable to cause it so to dose, in halidng, before 
•deploying. 

mo, Tbe-douUe column will be deployed habitu- 
ally on the centre «ompfU3ies, but tbe colonel may 
sometimes deploy it on any interior eofficpany, oz 
on the first or eighth company. 

voft. 11.^13 
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ASTICLB FocrRnxNTB. 
Di^sitions agaiiui CntArfm 

817. A battalion beings in column by ooin|MUijr, 
it full distance, right in front, and at a halt, wfaiBii 
the colonel shall wisb to form it into square, he 
will first cause divisions to be formed; whii»h being 
done, he will command : 

1. 7b form square, 2. To half distance, ehse 
e^umn, 3. ItfjiKCH (or double guM-^MjLBCB), 

818. At the command ntareh,^ the column "will 
close to company distance, the secoul diTisicm 
taking its distance from the rear rank of the first 
division. 

819. At the moment of halting the fourth divi- 
sion, the file closers of each companv of whiek it 
is composed, passing by the outer nank of their 
companies will place themselves two paces before 
the front rank opposite to their respective places 
in line of battle, and face towards the head of tiie 
column. 

820. At the commencement of the movemenl, 
the major will place himself on the right of the 
column abreast with the first division ; the buglers 
formed in two ranks will place themselves at pla- 
toon distance, behind the inner i^toons of the 
second division. 

821. These dispositions being made, the colonel 
may, according to circumstances, put tiie oolimn 
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Ib ttaroli or oause ift to^fonn s^pifM ; if hewiili to 
do the latter^ he will command : 

I. Farmaquare. 2. BiffM and ^ft md^ U»e, 

822. At the first commaiidt the lientenaat colo^. 
iiel» facing to the left guides, and the major, facing 
to those of the righC will align them, from the 
&ont» on the respective guides of the fourth divi*. 
sion, who will stand fast, holding up their pieoes» 
inverted, perpendicularly ; the right guides, in 
placing themselves on the direction» will take theiy, 
exact ^stances, 

S23. At the second command^ the chief of the 
first division will caution it to stand fast ; all the. 
captains ol the second and third divisions will 
place themselves before the centres of their respeo-- 
live companies, and caotion them that thej wiU 
have to wheel, the ri|||ht companies to the rigb^ 
and the left companies to the left into line of 
VattU. 

824. The color-bearer vnll step back Sato the- 
line of file closers, opposite to his place in line of 
battle, and will be replaced by the corporal ^ \m 
file, who is in the rear rank : the corporal of the 
eame file who is in the rank of file closers will 
step into the rear rank. 

WS. The chief of the fourth division vnll con^ 
mand: l,Four0^ dvoiaxon, forward ; 2. Chiidtl^ 
and place* himself at the same time two paces oitt^ 
■ide of its left flank. 
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I SM. These dMpoiBtioas ended, the oelotel will 
eommand : 

MaROK (or c^520 jtiwrA;— Maxcs). 

827. At this oommand, briskly repeated, the 
first division will stand fast ; but its right file will 
face to die right, and Its left file to the left. 
. 828. The companies of the second and third dk 
visione will wheel to the right and left into linoi 
and the buglers will advance a space equal to the 
front of a company. 

829. The fourth division will oloee up to fom 
the square, and when it shall have closed, its chief 
will halt it, face it about, and alipn it bj the rear 
raak upon the guides of the division, who will, for 
this purpose, remain faced to the front. The lu- 
ll ioe captain will pass into the rear rank, now be* 
ooroe the front, and the covering sergeant of the 
left companv will place himself behind him in the 
front rank, become rear. The file closers will, at. 
the same time, close up a pace on the front rank, 
and the outer file on each flank of the division viU 
^e outwards. 

830. The square being formed, the eolonel will 
oommand: 

831. At this command, the chieft of the first 
atid fourth divisions, as well as the guides, will 
enter the square. 

'832. The captains whose companies have formed 
to the right into line, will remain on the left of 
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fth^HT oompanies ; the left guide of each of ibose 
companies will, in the rear rank, cover his cap» 
tidn, and the coTeriog sergeant of each will place 
himself as a file closer behind the right file of hit 
pompany. 

833. The field and staff will enter the square^ 
the lieutenant colonel placing himself behind the 
left, and the mt^ot behind the right of tiie first di* 
vision. 

834. If the battalion present ten, instead of 
eight oompanies, the fourth division will make the 
tame movementB prescribed above for the second 
und third divisions, and the fifth, the movementi 
prescribed for the fourth division. 

835. A battalion ought never to present, near 
the enemy's cavalry, an odd company. Tbe odd 
eompany, under that cirOumstance, oueht, when 
tbe battalion is under arms, to be consolidated, for 
tbe time, with the other companies. 

836. The fronts of the nqntae will be desirnated 
fts follows : the first division will always be the 
first front; tbe last division, \ki^ fourth fiwii; the 
ri^t oompanies <^ the other divisions will fofm 
the second front; and the left companies of tfa4 
same divisions the third froni, 

837. A iMkttalion being in column by compaay, 
at full distance, right in front, and in march, wh«i 
the colonel ahall wish to form square, he will cause 
this movement to be executed by the commands 
and means indicated. No. 817. 

838... At the command marcA, the column will 

close to company distance, as is prescribed, No. 

278. When the chief of the fourth division shall 

command Q<a\eh^ mofcft, the file obsers of thia 

15 
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dl^iBOii will plaoe ibemseWet before the tm^ 
nuik. 

839. The major and the buglers will eonfomi te 
wbat ie presoritMNi, No» 82D. 

840. If the colonel shall wish to form eqiuu!^, he 
will oommand: 

l^Fi»rmsqaare. 2, BighiandleftMoUne^^DhteL 

3. Mabch. 

841. At the firat oommand, the chief of the first 
diTision will oantion it to halt ; all the captains of 
the second and third divisions will rapidly place 
themselves before the centres of their respective 
eoBftpanies, and eantion them that they will have 
to wneel, the right companies to the right, and the 
left oompanies to the left into line. The chief of 
the.foarth division will caution it to continue its 
march, and will hasten to its left flank. At the 
third command, briskly repeated, the chief of the 
first division will halt his division and align it to 
the mt, the outor files will face to the right and 
left, the rest of the movement will be execnted as 
prescribed No. 828 and following. 

842. The lieatenant colonel and the ma^or, at 
the command marcht will conform to what is pre- 
■cribed. No. 822. 

843. If the battalion, before the sonare is formed, 
be in doable column, the two leaaing companies 
will form the first front, the two rear companies 
the fourth ; the other companies of the right half 
battalion will form the second, and tiiose of tiie 
left half battalion the third front. 

a4i. The first and fourth fronts will be eoni- 
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inanded by the chiefs of the fint and fonrth dWt« 
eions ; each of the other two by its senior cap> 
tain. 

845. The commander of each front will place 
faimself four paces behind its present rear rank* 
and will be replaced momentarily in the command 
of his company by the next in rank thereio. 

846. If the column be at full distance, instead 
of at company distance, as has been suppoaed, 
the square will be formed in the manner pre- 
Boribed, No. 817 or 838, and following ; and the 
dispositions indicated, Nos. 819 and 820, will be 
executed at the command form square, 

847. If the column by aivislon, whether double 
or simple, be in mass, and the colonel shall wish 
to form it into square, he will first cause it to take 
company distance; to this effect, he will ooni> 
xnand: 

1. 2b/orm9guare. 2. ByiheJieadofcciumn^iak^ 

half distance. 

848. The divisions will take half distance by 
tb^ means indicated, No. 324, and following. 
What ie prescribed. No. 820, will be executed aa 
the first and second ditisions are put ia no* 
tioii« 

849. The colonel will halt the column the mo* 
ltt€|nt the third division shall have its distance. 
As soon as the column is halted, the dispositions 
indicated. No. 819, will be executed, and when 
these are completed, the colonel may proceed to 
form square. 
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849. If the column be in marcb, he will alflo, 

in the first place, cause company distance to he 
taken, and, tor this purpose, will command : 

1. To farm square, 2. By the head of column^ take 
half disUmce. 3. March (or double guich^ 
Mabgh). 

851. This movement will be executed as pre- 
Bcribed, No. 330, and following. What is pre- 
Bcribed, No. 820, will be executed as the first and 
second diyisions are put in motion. 

852. The colonel will proceed to form square 
the moment the third division shall have its dis- 
tance ; at the command form sqtiare, the disposi- 
tions indicated. No. 819, will be executed. If it 
be intended merely to dispose the column for 
square, the colonel will not halt the column until 
the last division has its distance. 

853. In a simple column, left in front, these 
several movements will be executed according to 
the same principles and bv inverse means ; but 
the fironts of the square will have the same desig- 
•iifttioiis as if the right of the column were in front, 
that is, the first division will constitute the first 
•iront, and thus of the other subdivisions. 

854. The battalion being formed into square^ 
'When the colonel shall wish to cause it t> ad« 
▼ance a distance loss than thirty paces, he will 
command : 

L By (such) front, fortcard. 2. Mabcb* 
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'S58; If It be sapposed' that the ftdvance be made 
by the first front, the chief of this front will eon^ 
mand: 

1. First division, fortoard. 2. Guidccenin^ 

856. The chief of th« seeond front will &ee hk 
froBi to the left. The captains of the oestpaniAt 
composing this front will place themselvee outside, 
aod OQ the right of their left guides, whe will re- 
place them in the front rank; the obief of th# 
third front will face his front to the right, and the 
captains in* this front \irill place tfa^mtolves out- 
siae, and on the left of their eoTering sei^ants; 
the chief of the fourth front will face fa» front 
about, nnd command: 1. Fourth divisionr Jorr 
VHJtrd ; 2. Guide centrs. The eaptain who is in the 
centre of the first front, will be charged with the 
direction of the march, and will regulate himself 
l^ the means indicated in the school of the com- 
pany, No. 89. 

857. At the command march, the square will 
put itself in motion ; the companies marching by 
the fiank will be careful not to lose their dis- 
tances. The chief of the fourth division will 
cause his division to keep constantly closed on 
the flanks of the second and third fronts. 

857. This movement will only be executed in 
quick time. 

858. The lieutenant colonel will placte himaelf 
in rear of the file of direction in order to re^lato 
his march.. 



A 
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SQO. If the «oloiiel •boold wish to hall tin 
^aw«i lio will oommand : 

1. Battalian. 2. Halt. 

861. At the second command, the sqaare irill 
halt ; the fourth front will face ahoat immediately* 
•ttd without Airther command; the second and 
tliird ftonte will faoe ootwaTds ; the eaptaiae of 
eompanies will resume their places as in square. 
- 8d2. In moving the square forward hy the second^ 
third, or foiurth fronts, the same rules will be ob- 
served. 

863. The battalion being formed into square, 
when the colonel shall wish to cause it to advance 
a greater distance than thirty paces, he will com- 
itta&d: 

1. Form column, 

864. The chief of the first front wHl command t 

. 1« First diinswn forward, 2. Gvideleft. 

865. The commander of the fourth front will 
caution it to stand fast; the commander of the 
second front will cause it to face to the left^ and 
then command, Bi/ company t hy fit l^. The 
commander of the third front will cause it to face 
lo the right, and then command. By company, by 
fU right. At the moment the second and tbiro 
mnts faee to the left and right, each captain will 
MDSo to break to the rear the two leading files of 
bis company. 
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' S66. These dispositions Mug made, the oolonel. 
willoommaiid: 

d*. March (or <iotid2e^t«ib^^—MABOH)« 

867. At this oommand, the first front will naroli 
fi>tward ; its chief will halt it when it shall haT« 
sdyanbed a spaoe equal to half its front, and aligiv 
it by the left. 

' 868. The corresponding companies of the second 
and third fronts will wheel by file to the left and 
right, and march to meet each other behind tha 
centre of the first division, and the moment they 
units, the captain of each company will halt his 
company and face it to the front. The division 
being re-formed, its chief will align it by the left . 

869. The commander of the fourth front will 
cause it to &ce about; its file closers will remain 
before the front rank. 

870* The column bmne thus re-formed, the cdo- 
ael may put it in march by the commands and 
means prescribed, No. 164, and following; the 
right guides will preserve company distance ez* 
actly aS the directing niides. 

871* When the colonel shall wish to re-form 
sduare^ he will give the commands indicated, Na 

872. To cause the squaie to march in retreat a 
dbtanoe greater thap thirty paces, the colonel uill 
first cause column to be formed as indicated No* • 
863 ; and when formed, he will cause it to face by . 
the rear rank ; to this end, he will command : 

L' Th mareh in retreat. 2. Face hy the rear ttuiis. ' 
3. BaUaiiM a6oii^FACik 
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873. At the aeooBd oonmiflnd, the file- olosen of 
ibe interior divisions will place themeelvee» pM9* 
iog by the outer flanks of their respective oompa* 
nies, behind the front rank opporite to their placet 
in line of battle; the file closer of the other 4iiTi* 
lions will stand fast 

'. 874. At the third command, the battalion will 
ihoe about ; each chief of division will plaoe hin»- 
•elf before its rear rank, become fronts passing 
through the interval between its two companies ; 
the guides will step into the rear rant:, now 
firont 

. 875. The.oolumn being thus disposed, the eolo- 
nel ma J put it in march, or caose it to. form sqnavo 
as if it were faced b^ the firoat rank. The square 
being formed, its uonts will preeenre the sttne 
designations thej had when taeed hj the fronl 
rank. 

> 876. The battalion beinff in w|aaro by the fear 
tftak, when the oolonel sball wish to mvoh it 
ia retreat or in advance, a distanee less than 
thirty paees, he will conform to what is pve* 
■orilied No. 854 and following; otherwise, he will 
r»^rm the column according to tlie principles pr»* 
■oribed No. 8d3 by marching fisrward the fDortb 
front. 

877. If the square is to be marched to the front 
a distance greater than thirty paces, the colonel 
win fhoe the column by tiie front rank ; to tills 
•Hd, he will command ; 

3, SaMaU^n tflbtm^VACE^ 
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878. Which will be executed as prescribed No. 
873 and following. 

879. If the column be inarching in advance, 
and the colonel shall wish to march it in retreat, 
he will command : 

1. To march tn retreat. 2. BattcUton right dbout^ 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

880. At the secqnd command, the file closers 
of the second and third divisions will place them* 
aelves rapidly before the front rank of their re- 
apectivQ divisions.. At the command march^ 
the column will face about and move off to the 
rear ; the chiefs of divisions and the guides will 
conform to what is prescribed No. 874. 

^81. If the column be marching in retreat, and 
the colonel shall wish to march it in advance, he 
will command : 

1. 7b march in advance* 2. Battalion right about. 
3. March (or double quick — March). 

882. At the second command, the file closers of 
the second and third divisions will place themselves 
before the rear rank of their respective divisions; 
at the third, the column will face oy the front rank. 

To reduce the squzre. 

883. The colonel, wishing to break the square, 
.vin command: 

I. Reduce square. 2. March (or double quiets'^ 

March). 

. TOL.XX.r— 17 jr 
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884. This novement wilt be executed in tbe 
nanner indicated. No. 863 and following; bat the 
file closers of the f^urtb front will place themselTes 
behind the rear rank the moment it faces aboat ; 
the field and staff, the oolor-bearer and buglers, 
will, at the same time, return to their places in 
column. 

Tofofm sqMH^/ram Un$ of haUk. 

885. A battalion deployed, may be formed into 
square in a direotion either parallel or perpwidi- 
eular to the line of battle. 

886. In the first case, the colonel will osuse the 
battalion to break by division to the rea,r, by the 
right or left, and then close the column to half dis- 
tance, as indicated. No. 817, and following* 

887. In the second case, he will ploy the battar 
lion into simple column by division at half dis- 
tance in rear of the right or left division^ or into 
oolumn doubled on the centre. 

888. To ploy the battalion into column upon ons 
of the flank divisions, the colonel will command ; 

1. Th form square, 2. Cdumn at half distance Jnf 
division, 3. On the first (or fovrth) divisioiL 
4. Battalion right (or left) — Facx. 5. Mi«CB 
(or double quiek-^^AHcu), 

889. This movement will be executed fMISinrdlQC 
to the principles prescribed No. 119 and foF 
lowing! 

890. If the battalion be marching in line of 
battle, and the colonel shall wish to .fom jfOBN 
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la ft direction perpendicular to the line of bfttUe^ 
he iriff command : 

1.. To firm squctre. 2. On (he firti {ox fourih) 
dittsion, Jorm column, 3. JBcUtalion by ih4 
right (or left) Jlank. 4, March (or doubl$ 
quick — Makcu], 

891. This movement will be executed according 
to the principles prescribed for ploying a column 
by division at half distance, No. 150. The chief 
of the first division will halt his division at the 
eommand march, 

892. To ploy the battalion into double columUi^ 
the colonel will Gomnuuxd: 

L Hb/crm mmoiu 2. DovhU column at half di9^ 
(ance 3. BaUdlian thtoar^-^FACS* 4. Maaoh 
(ot doubU ^icIh-Mabch}. 

803. This movwueiit will be ezeeated as pre* 
Mribed No. 778 ftod followinfj^. 

894« Tfa0 battalion being in maffob* to ploy il 
into double column to form sqoarAi the coli>nt\ 



1. Thfonhaqftare, 2. Form double cduwau 3. .fioli 
idlt&n by the right and l^JUtnke^ 4. March (of 
datMe quick — ^March). 

895. This mo\«ment will be executed as pr»* 
neribed No. 788. The chief of the leading diviaioA 
will bdt hi» divlri >n at tbe oostaiaiid OMrdL . i 



bbservcUums rtkUive to {he formuUon of sguartt 

in two ranks, 

896. When the colonel shall judee it proper to 
have a reserve, this reserve, in a coTumn of three 
divisions, will he formed of the inner platoons of 
the second division. The second division will, in 
this case, close to platoon distance on the first di- 
Tision. When the square is formed, the reserve 
platoons will move forward a distance nearly equal 
to a platoon front. 

897. In re-forming column, the first division 
will move forward platoon, instead of company 
distance. 

898. If the column he formed of fbnr divisions, 
the inner platoons of the third division will com- 
^se the reserve ; then, in re-forming colamoy the 
first division will conform to the general rule» and 
the chief of the third, as soon as Us division is 
formed, will close it to platoon ilftitance on the 
second division. The colonel may, if necessanr, 
form the reserve of the entire thin! 4ivi8iQfn. In 
this case, the movement will be exitutdd in ttie 
following manner. 

899. If the column be at full distUL«\ when it 
ehall close, at the command to form 9.mare, to 
half distance, the chief of the third difrslen vrill 
eause four files to break to the rear from the right 
and left of his division ; the (^ides wiU close upon 
the outer files remaining in line, and the left guide 
will march exactly in me trace of the file unne- 
diatel^ in front of him. This division will then 
close in mass on the second division ; and the oboef 
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of tbe fourth division will close to half 
on the same division. 

900. At the command fi/rm square^ the chief of 
the reserve division will command, 1. Third divi* 
eion fonoard, 2. Guide centre; at this oommand* 
the guides on the flanks will fall into the line <^f 
file cloeera. At the command march, tbe teaerve 
will move forward the distance of a company frontk 
'When halted, its chief will cause the platoons to 
be doubled, and for this purpose will command: 

1» Onihe eentrt double ptaioans^ 2. HAaoL 

901. At the first command, the chiefs of pW 
toon will place themselves in front of the centre 
of their respective platoons; the chief of eadi 
outer platoon will face his platoon towards the 
centre, and cause to break to the rear two files 
from the left or right. At the comikiand march, 
the oater platoons will direct their march so ae te 
double on the centre platoon at the dietance of four 
paces ; ^eir chiefs will align these outer platoons 
on the eentre, and the files previously broken Is 
the rear will come into line. 

902. If the column be at half, instead of full 
dbtance, the eolonel before forming square will 
order the chiefs of the third and fourth diviMont 
to move forward their divisions as prescribed Xow 
899. 

903. If the column be closed in mass, at the 
ixwiniand io farm square, the chief of ^e third 
division will break four files to the rear from eadi 
of the flanks as prescribed Xo. 899. 

904 The colonel will halt the column at fo^ 
16 
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ftttiibsedond dtvition sball bare giuned ite di^ 
tance, 

905. If the colonel shall wish the column to 
continue marching, at the command, dy ike head 
of eolufnn take Tudf distance, the chief of the re 
•erre division will give his cautionary commands 
in sniBcient time to place his division in motion 
nimnltaneottsly with the one which ' precedes it. 
The chief of the fourth division will give the 
coinmand march at the instant there is company 
distance between his division and the second. 

906. When the colonel shall wish to re-form the 
column, at the command form column^ the chief 
of the third division will command. Form dioiaumi 
at this command, the chiefs of the outer platoons 
which have doubled in rear of the centre platoons, 
will give the commands and make the preparatory 
movements for deploying on the centre platoons, 
which will be executed at the command march 
gfton by the colonel and briskly repeated by the 
tol^ef of this division. The division being re- 
formed, the chiefs of the outer platoons will retake 
llieir places in column, and Uie chief of this divi* 
•ioitwill again cause four files from each of its 
flanks to break to the rear. 

907. If before the formation of the square, the 
column had been left in front, it would be formed 
by the same commands and according to the same 
princinles. The second division, in this oase» would 
wtm tne reserve. 

908. The column being formed, if the colonel 
tbould wish to march it m retreat he will face it 
by the rear rank. The filos of the third division 
teokotf off to the rear, will face about with the 
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VftttalioQ, and triien the colamn is put in motion 
will inarch in front of the rear rank. Bat should 
the colonel wish to re-form the square, he will 
cause the battalion to face hj the front rank. 

909. If the battalion be m line, instead of in 
eolumn, the chief of the reserve division will 
bring it into column in such manner that ther6 
may be a distance of only four paces between this 
division and the one which is to be immediately 
in front of it; and when this division is halted 
and aligned, its chief will cause the usual number 
of files to be broken to the rear. The chief of the 
division which should occupy in column a position 
immediately in rear of Jhe reserve division will, 
on entering the column, take a distance of twelve 
paces between it and the division established im* 
mediately in front of the reserve division. 

Squares in four rankt, 

910. If the square formed in two ranks, accord* 
ing to the preceding rules, should not.be deeme^ 
•umciently strong, uie colonel may cause the square 
to be formed in four ranks. 

911. The battalion being in column by- company 
ftt fvM distance, right in front, and at a halt, when 
the colonel shall wish to form square in four ranks; 
be will first cause divisions to be formed, which 
being executed, he will command : 

1. Ih/orm square in /our ranks* 2. To half dis' 
ianoe, dose column. 3. March (or doubk ^itdb*^ 
Masch). 



M9 VflMOXi QV TBM 94fTAIJ0H—- FAST ▼• 

912. At tlie first command* the obi^ of ih« 
first di?U)on will oaution the right compaoj to 
face to the left, and the left company to faee to tbs 
right. The chiefs of the other diTiskm will caii- 
tmn their divisions to move forward. 

913. At the command march, the right cotafiftay 
of the first division will form into four ranks on 
Its left file, and the left company Into four ranks on 
its right file. The. formation ended, the ohief of 
this division will align it by the left. 

914. The other diviaioos will moY^ forward 
and double their files marching; the right com- 
pany of each division will double on its left file^ 
and the left company on its right file. The Ibr- 
jn&tion completeo, each chief of division will 
command, Guide left Each chief will halt his 
division when it shall have the distance of a Oom* 
pany front in four ranks from the preceding one, 
oounting from its rear rank, and will align his di- 
vision bv the left. At the Instant die fourth divi- 
•ion is halted, the file closers will move rapidly 
iKibre its front rank. ^ 

915. The colonel will form square, rerfi>rm co- 
lumn, and reduce sauare in four ranks, by tlia 
same commands ana means as prescribed for a 
battalion in two ranks. 

916. If the square formed in fourranks be reduced 
and at a halt, and the colonel shall wish to Ibrm 
the battalion into two ranks, he will oommiad : 

1. In two ranks undoitbU files, 2. Battalion oui^ 
wards — Face. 3. March. 

917. At the first command, the captains will 
■tep before the centres of their respective eompa* 
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files, and those on the right win caution them to 
face to the right, and those on the left to face to 
the left. 

918. At the second command, the battalion will 
ikoo to Hie right and left. 

919. At the command marekf each company wfil 
vndonbU its files and re-form into two ranfts as. 
indicated in the school of the company Na 376 
and following. Eaeh oaptain will halt his com* 
pany and face it to the front. The formation eomf 
pleted, each chief of diTisioii will align his division 
by the left. 

920. If the columii be in mar«h, with divisions 
formed in four ranks, and the colonel shall wish to 
re-form them into two raaks, he wiU commaad: 

1, GuuU centre. 2. In two rankSf undauhk JUet* 

3. March. 

^ 921. The captain, placed in the centre of each 
division, will continue to march straight to tha 
front, as will also the left file of the right con^ 
pany, and the right file of the left company. Eaeh 
company will then be re-formed into two ranks, as 
pre8cril>ed in the school of the company. 
\ 922. The battalion being formed into two rankst 
the colonel will command. Guide left (or right), 

923. To form square in four ranks on one of 
the fiank divisions, the colonel will command: 

I. To form square, in /our ranks. 2. Column at 
half distance, by division. 3. On (he first (or 
fourth) division. 4. Battalion, right (or lefiy^ 
Tags. 5. March (or double quick — ^March). 
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924. At the second command, each chief of di« 
Tlsion will place himself before the centre of his 
diyisfon, and caution it to face to the right. 

; 925. At the fourth command, the right guide 
of the first division will remain faced to the fronl^ 
Ihe battidion will face to the right 

926. At the command tM/rek^ the first file of four 
Men of the first division will face to the front le- 
asaining doubled. All the other files <^ four men 
will step off together, and each in succession will 
^ose up to its proper distance on the file preceding 
it, and face to the front, remaining doubled. When 
the last file shall have closed, the chief of dimion 
will command, Ltfi — ^Drbss. 

927. The other divisions will ploy into column 
in the same manner as with a battalion in two 
ranks, obserrin^what follows: thechiefsof division, 
instead of allowing their divisions to file past them 
on entering the couimn, will continue to lead them, 
and as each division shall arrive on a line with the 
right guide of the first division, its chief will halt 
the right guide, who will immediately face to the 
front ; the first file of four men will also halt at 
the same time and face to the front, remaining 
doubled. The second file will close on the first, 
and when closed, halt, and face to the front, re-' 
mainin^ doubled. All the other files will execute 
successively what has just been prescribed for the 
second. When the last file shall have closed, the 
chief of division will command. Left — ^Ditiss. 
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- 928. If the battoUon be in mafoht the oolonel 

will command : 

1. 7b form square, in four ranks, 2. On thtfirA 
division, form column, 3. BaUdUon^ by^ ikt 
right flank, 4. Mjlbch (or doMs qmck"^ 
March). 

920. At the seoond command, each chief of divi* 
don will step in front of the centre of hit divinoa 
snd caution it to face by the rij;ht flank. The chief 
of the first division will caution his corering sef* 
geant to halt, and remain faced to the front. 

930. At the command march, the battalion will 
fteo to the right; the eorerbg sergeant of the 
first division will halt and remain faced to the 
fronts the first division will then form into four 
ranks as heretofore prescribed. The other divisions 
will ploy into column in the same manner as if the 
movement had taken place from a halt. 

931. If the colonel should wish to form a pei^ 
pendicolar square in four ranks, hj double column, 
no will command : 

1. To form square, in four ranks, S. DotihU 
column, at half distance, 3. Battalion inwards 
—Fags. 4. March (or double quick — March). 

932. At the second command, the captains of 
companies will place themselves before the centres 
of tneir respective companies, and caution those 
on the right to face to the left, and those on the 
left to face to the right The captain of the fifth 



oompsny wiU oostion lib ooTering sergeant to 

stand fast 

933. At the third command, the battalion will 
fiuM to the left and right; at the eommand tnarck^ 
the left file of the fourth, and the right file of the 
fifth ooinpany^ will face to the front, remaimng 
doobled. The fourth company will clone soccea- 
•lYelj by file of fours on the left file, and the fifth 
eompany, in Bke manner, on the right file ; the 
fllee will faos to the front, remaining doubled. 
The formation completed, the chief of dinm<Nt 
will command, Bi^M dress. The jani<Nr eaptaai 
will place hims^ in tiie interval between the two 
eompaniee, 

934. The other eorapanies will dose aa pre* 
•eribed for the double column in two^ ranks, ob- 
serving what follows : each captain will halt the 
leading guide of his oompany the moment the head 
of his eompany arrives oa a line with the centre 
of the column* In the right companies, the left 
guides will step into the One of file closers, and 
the left file of four men will face immediately to 
the front, remaining doubled, and by the side of 
the right gujidc of the left company. The compa- 
nies will each form into four ranks, as prescribed 
No. 926, the riebt companies on the left file, and 
the left companies on the right file. The forma- 
tion completed, the junior captain will place him- 
self between the two companies, and the senior 
will command. Bight dress, 

935. If the battalion be in march, the colonel 
will command : 
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1. Ibybraiiguafv, jfiyotirranftt. 2. i^ormifoti&lb 
co&mn* 2. Battalion by ike right and left 
JUmki. 4. Mascb (ov ^fJu^ ^tneft — Mabch). 

9dd^ At tbe weond oomntand^ the captains will 
^ace themselTet befora the eentrbt or their r^ 
•peetiTe oompanieSy aad those on the riehtwiB 
Motioii them to &ee 1^ the left flank, and those 
<m the left to fitee by the right flank ; the captain 
of the fifth company will caution his covering 
nrgeant to halt^ and remain faoed to the front. 

037. At the command marcK the fourth and 
^tk eompaaies wiU halt The battalion will £ice 
to the left and richt ; the coyeriag sergeant of the 
tfUi company wm halt and remain faced to the 
firont^ the movement will then be executed as if th^ 
battdioa was at a halt. 

Oblique Mquarti. 

m 

938. The battalion being In line of battle, when 
the colonel shall wish to form the oblique squarcy 
lie will command : 

\p Tofofm abUgu$ mutre. 2. On ihejirst divisum 

039. At the second command, the lientenant 
colonel will trace the alignment of the first diyisiou 
in the following manner: he will place himself 
before and near the right file of this division, face 
to the left, march twelve paces along the front 
sank, halt, face to the right, march twelve paces 

row a.--I8 
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perpendicularly to the front, halt again, face to 
the right, an<i immediately place a maricer at tlu» 
point. The covering sergeant of the ri(jht com- 
pany will step, at the same time, before its risht 
file, face to tne left, and conform the line of nis 
shoulders to that of the shoulders of the mrsrker 
established by the lieutenant coloneL These twd 
markers being established, the lieutenant eolonel 
will place a third marker on the same ali^ment, 
at the point where the left of the dirision will 
halt. 

940. The chiefs of dirision will place tben^ 
telyes in front of the centres of their diyislons ; 
the chief of the first division will immediately 
establish it by a wheel to the right on a fixed pivo^ 
against the markers, and align it by the left. The 
ehieis of tho other divisions will cautiim ihehi to 
&ce to the right The coloneL will then com- 
mand: 

3. Battalion fight — Face. 4. Makch (or dcubU 

fni^ — ^Marcb). 

941. The three rear divisions will direct thmr 
march so as to place themselves at half distance 
from each other, and in the rear of the first divi* 
sion, as previously. indioatedf observing what fol- 
lows: 

942. The chief of the second division, instead 
of breaking the headmost files to the rear, will 
break them to the fVont, and at the command 
marrh, will conduct hi9 division towards- the 
point of entrance into the column. Arrived at 
this pointy he will halt in his own person, cause 
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bi« dmaion to wheel by file to tiie right;, Ineftniet* 
Ing the ri^ht guide to direct bimeelf parftlleUj to 
the first djiTissoo ; and as eoon as the lef^ file baa 
passed, its chief will halt the division, and align 
it hj the left. The other divisions will break to 
the rear, but slightl j ; each will enter the column 
AS prescribed for the second, and the moment the 
battalion is ployed into ookunn, th» eolondi will 
cause it to form square. 

943. The formation of a battalion into oblique 
•quare on the left diTtsion, will be ezecnted ac- 
cording to the same priooifiles and by tnverM 
means. 

944. Shonld the battalion be In march, the colo- 
nel will first cause it to halt. 

945. In the preceding example, the battalion 
uns supposed to be deployed ; but if it be already 
formed in column, the desired obliquity will be 
eetablished by causing it to change direction by 
the flank ; to this end, the colonel will command t 

1. 7b form oblique square. % Change direeHm 
by me HgfU (or 2^)^n& 

946« At the second command, the liente&aal 
colonel will trace the new direction in the follow* 
ing manner ; he will place before the right an4 
ten files of the headmost division, two markeiflv 
and a third on the prolongation of the first twog 
on the side of the change of direction, and at 
twelve paces from the flank of the column. lie 
will then place himself befbre the third marker, 
march twelve paces j^erpendicularly to the fro^l^ 
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httlt, ttni fin fell traeing the new direction in ihe 
aifkoner indicated, No. 939. 

947. The colonel will then command: 

t. BaUtdUm right (or 2e/{)— Facx. 4. MARcn (oi 
dimbu gtiidb— Makch). 

948. The chanM of Erection hating been ex^ 
dated, the eolond will cause the square to be 
ft»tted« 

949. Shonld the column be in march, the colonel 
will first cause it to halt. 

950. Oblique squares in four ranks, will be exe* 
ooted by the same means, and according to the 
principles prescribed for the formation or squarei 
in fonr raniu. 

951. Whether the battalion be ployed into simple 
or double column, the particular aispositions for the 
formation of the square will be executed as pre- 
scribed No. 819 and following. The diTisioii 
which is to form the rear of the column, will be 
closed in mass, and as soon as it is aUgned, the 
major will rectify the position of the guides on the 
side of the^ column opposite to the direction. 

952. If it be the wish of the colonel merely to 
prepare for square, he will in all formations with 
that Tiew substitute the command j)repare for 

Snare in place of to form square^ and m that case, 
e last division will enter the column at company 
distance. 

Remarks on (he formation qf $guare$» 

958. It is a general principle that a oo]om»liy 
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•Mpany, whioli is to be fbrnied inio rauare, will 
first form diyisions, and close to bait distance. 
Nevertheless, if it find itself suddenly threatened 

S' cavalry withont sufficient time to form divisions, 
e cokmel will cause the column to close to pla^ 
toco distance and then form square by the com* 
mands and means which have been indicated ; th4i 
leading and rearmost companies will conform 
Ifaemselves to what has been prescribed for divi» 
aions in those positions. The other companiea 
will form by platoon to the right and left into lin« 
of battle, ana each chief of platoon, after having 
baited it, will place himself on the line, as if the 
platoon were a company, and he will be covered 
1^ the guide in the rear rank. 

954. A battalion in column at fbll dlstanoo, 
having to form square, will always close on the 
leading subdivision ; and a column closed in mass, 
will ahrays, for the same purpose, take distances 
bj the head. In either case, the second subdivi« 
aion should be careful, in taking its distance, to 
re<$kon from the rear rank df the subdivision in 
front of it. 

955. If a column by company snould be required 
to form square in four ranKs, the doubling of flies 
will aiwavs take place on the file next the guide. 

956. When a column, disposed to form square^ 
iHall be in march, It v^ill change direction as a co- 
lumn atfhalf distance ; thus, having to execute thii 
movement, the column will take the guide on the 
ffde opposite to that to which the chance of direo> 
lion is to be made, if that be not already the Bid« 
pf the guide. 

. 967. A ooluma* doubled on tiio centre at compaaf 
' 18» o 
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itttanee or ebsed in mass, may he fbnned into 
«)Q«re acoordiog to the same principlei at a aimpli 
oohmn. 

956« When a battalion is plojed, with a view to 
tiie sqnare, it will alwayt be in rear of the right 
or left dirieion, in order that it maj be able to 
oommenee firing, pending the execution of tbe 
Bovement. Tbe double colnmnt also, afbrde this 
•dvantage» and betne more prompdy formed than 
liny other, it will habituallj be era^oyed, unless 
fMtfticular cirenmstances cause a dmerent Ibmiik 
iion to be preferred. 

I 959. A Dattalion, in square, will noTer use sny 
other than the fire by file and bj rank ; the eobr 
being in tbe line of file closers, its ^aitl will not 
fiill back as prescribed No. 41 ; it will fire like tbe 
men of the company of which it forms a part. 

960. If the square be formed in four ranks, the 
first two ranks will alone execute the firings pr^ 
scribed above ; the other two ranks will remain 
either at shoulder or support arms. 

961. The formation or the square being often 
necessary in war, and being the most complicated 
of the manosuTres, it will be as fre(|U6ntIjy repeated 
as the supposed necessity may reauire, m- order to 
render its mechanism jfomiliav to both officers and 
|tten. 

962. In the execution of this manoeuyre, the 
eolonel will oarefoHr observe that the div^ move* 
Osents which it inToiTcs succeed each other with* 
out loss of time, but also without eonfasion ; fiyr, 
if the rapidity of cavalry movements reonires the 
greatest promptitude in the formation or squareSi 
f^ on tbe other band,-preoipitanoy always resnltB 
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in disorder, and in no ciroomstance is disorder more 
to be avoided. 

963. When the colonel shall wish to cover by 
skirmishers the movements of a column preparing 
to form square, he will detach for this purpose one 
or two inner platoons of one of the interior divi^ 
sions of the column. In this ease, the exterior 
platoons of this division and the following subdi* 
▼isions, will, according to circumstances, close on 
the preceding subdivision, in such manner, that 
there may be between them only the distance ne- 
cessary for forming into line. 

964. When the colonel shall be ready to form 
sqnare, he will, in order to recall the skirmishers, 
cause to ike color to be sounded. If on the return 
of the skirmishers, there be not room for them to 
form into line of battle, they will double on the 
outer platoons of their respective companies. 

Column affainst eavahy, 

965. When a column closed in mass has to form 
sqnare, it will begin by taking coDipany distance; 
bat if so suddenly threatened by cavalry as not to 
allow time for this disposition, it will be formed in 
the following manner : 

966. The colonel will command: 

1. Column ctgaiiui eavdlfy, 2. Mahcb. 

967. At the first command, the chief of th« 
leading division will caution it to stand fast and 
pass behind the rear rank ; in the interior divisions 
•ach captain will promptly designate the namber 
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of IUm neonsary to dote the interyal between hit 
oompany and the one in front of it. The captains 
cf the divisions next to the one in rear, in addition 
to closing the intenral in front, will also close up 
the interval which separates this division from the 
last; the chief of the fourth division will cavtion 
it to face about, and its file closers will pass briskly 
before the front rank. 

068. At the command march, the guides of eacb 
division will place themselves rapidly in the line 
of file closers. The first division will stand fiut^ 
the fourth will face about, the outer file of each of 
these divisions will then face outwards; in the 
other divisions the files designated for closing the 
intervals will form to the right and left into line, 
bat in the division next to the rearmost onot the 
first files that come into line will close to the right 
or left until they join the rear division. The files 
of each company which remain in column will close 
on their outer files, formed into line, in order to 
create a vacant space in the middle of the column. 

969. If the column be in march, the column 
agaiTut cavalry urill be formed by the same com- 
mands and means. At the command march, the 
first and fourth divisions will halt and the latter 
division will face about ; the interior divisions will 
conform to what has been prescribed above. 

970. The battalion being no longer threatened 
by cavalry, the colonel will command : 

L Farm ailumtu 2. Maxch. 

971. At the command march, the files in colnma 
will close to the left and right to make room £6c 
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tbose in line who will retake tbeir places in eolnmii 
by stepping backwards, except tbose closing the 
interval between the two rear divisions, who will 
take their places in column by a flank movement 
The fourth division will fooe about, the guides will 
resume their places. 

972. If the colonel should be so pressed as nol 
to have time to order bayonets to be fixed, the men 
will fix them, without command or signal, at the 
cautionary command, column against ca»ahy, 

973. As this manoeuvre is often used in war, 
and with decided advantage, the colonel will fre* 
quently cause it to be executed in order to render 
it familiar. 



Articls Fimzimt* 
The raUy. 

^4. The battalion being in line of battle, the 
colonel will sometimes cause the disperse to be 
soonded, at which signal, the battalion will break 
and disperse. 

975. When the colonel shall wish to rally the 
battalion, he will cause to the color to be sounded, 
and at the same time place two markers and the 
eolor-bearer in the direction he may wish to give 
the battalion. 

^ 976. Each captain will rallj his company abont 
six paces in rear of the place it is to occupy in line 
of battle. 

977. The colonel will cause the color-compaay 
lo be promptly established against the markeri, 
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Mid eaeh oompany by the command of its oaptdn 
will be aligned od the oolor-compaDy according to 
the principles heretofore prescribed. 

978. Woen the colonel shall wish to rally the 
battalion in column, he will cause the (U9embHy to 
be sounded, and place two markers before the 
position to be occupied by the first company ; the 
captain of this company will rally his company in 
rear of the two markers, and each of the other 
captoins will rally his company at platoon dis- 
tance, behind the one which should precede it in 
the order in column. 



Article Siztsenth. 
RuUs for manoouvrinff by ihe rear rank. 

979. It may often be necessary to cause a batta- 
lion to manoeuTre by the rear rank ; when the case 
presents itself, Uie following rules will be obsenred. 

980. The battalion being by the front rank, 
when the colonel shall wish to manoonvre by the 
rear rank, he will command : 

• 

1. Face by the rear rank, 2. Battalion, 
3. ^6ou^-Facb. 

981. If the battalion be deployed, this movement 
will be executed at has been indicated for the fire 
by the rear rank. 

982. If the battalion be in column by company, 
or by platoon, right or left in front, the chiefs of 
subaiyision, to take their new places in oolumii^ 
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will eaoh pass by the left flank of his tubdmsioii, 
and the file closers by the right flank ; the gaidea 
will place themselves in the rear rank. 

98d. If ihe column be formed by division, the 
chiefs of division will each pass by the interval in 
the centre of his division, and the file closers by 
the outer flanks of their respective companies ; tibe 
junior captain in each division will step into the 
rear rank, and be covered in the front rank by tbi 
covering sereeant of the left company. 

984. The lieutenant colonel will place himself 
abreast with the leading subdivision, and the major 
abreast with the rearmost one. 

985. The battalion being faced hv the rear rank, 
companies, divisions, and wings, will preserve their 
prior denominations respectively. 

986. The manoeuvres by the rear rank will be 
executed by the same commands and on the same 
principles as if the battalion faced by the front 
rank ; but in such manner that when the battalion 
shall be brought to its proper front, all the subdi- 
visions may find themselves in their regular order 
from right to left. 

987. According to this principle, when a column 
faced b]r the rear rank is deployed, the subdivisions 
which, in line of battle b^ the firont rank, ou^ht 
to find themselves on the right of the subdivision 
on which the deployment is made, will face to the 
left; and those which ought to be placed on its 
left, will face to the right. 

988. When a battalion in line of battle, faced 
by the rear rank, is to be ployed into column, the 
colonel will announce, in the commands, lejfi or 
right in Jroni, according as it may be intended 
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that the first or last snbdiyision shall be at tiM 
bead of the eolamn, because the first sabdiTision 
is on the left, and the last on the right of the bat- 
talion fiiced by the rear rank. The column by the 
rear rank will take the guide to the rieht, if the 
first subdivision be in front, and to the left in the 
reverse case. 

989. A column, faced by the rear n^nk, will be 
brought to its proper front by the means heretofore 
prescribed. If the column be formed by company, 
or by platoon, the chiefs of subdivision, in order 
to take their new places in column, will pass by 
the left of subdivisions, now rights and the Am 
•losers by the righti now left. 
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kBViCtM L— Open ranks (No. 23). 

AmoLM TL — Cloee ranke (No. 29). 

AwnCLM IIL — Manual of arms (No. 30). Loa&g a| 

wiU (No. 81). 
Abtiolb IV. — Different fires bj the firont rank (No. 39)^ 

nd bj the rear rank (No. 54)1 



Idnsov ftMoxm 

Amioui L— Break by eompany to Am il^ (No. 69)» or 

to the left (No. 74). 
Abtioui IL — March in eolamn^ at the eadeneed itep^ a 

aonsiderable dietanoe (No. 164). Change of direetfoft 

(Nob 231). Diminish and inereaae front in marebfaig 

(No. 190). March in retreat (No. 170). 

TOt. XI*— 19 (217) 
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Abticui HL^Halt the eolumn (No. S39). Form tt to 
the left or right into line of battle (No. S90). Exeeata 
this formation, the column marching (No. 402). 

Abtiolb IV. — Exeonte the eonntermareh, and repeal tli* 
game moTcmente (No. 851). 

Abticlb V. — Form eolamn Into line of battle, Id ^« 
right or left, by inrenion (No. 407). 



LsBsov TBnn. 

AsnoLB L— Break by oompanj to the rear hy the right 
or left, the battalion being at a halt (No. 87), or march- 
ing (No. 94). 

Abticui IL — March in the route step (No. 198). Came 
to be execnted, at this gait and in double quick time, 
the diren morements Incident to the column in route, 
and cause the cadenced step to be resumed. 

Abticlb IIL — Form the column forward into line of bat- 
tle (Nos. 440, 452), faced to the rear into line of bat- 
tle (Nos. 466, 480), the battalion being at a halt, or 
marching. Form the column forward into line, and 
continue the march in this order (No. 456). 

Abtzclb IV. — Form the column on the right (No. 416), 
or the left (No. 482), into Una of battle. 

Abticlb V.-— March by the flank (No. 722), and form 
eompanlee into Une^ marehing. 

Abticlb VI.— The eolumn sBpposed to arrlTC before (No. 
175) or behmd the line of battle (No. 184), to prolong 
It on that line. 
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Abtiolv VIL«— Change front forward (No. 743)^ or In 
rear (No. 760), on the right or left of eompaniei^ in di- 
reetioDS perpendicnlar or ohliqae. 

Abticlb YIII.— March bj the right flank (No. 722), or 
hj the left flank (No. 725). Change direction by file 
(No. 730). Form the battalion into line of battle, on 
the right or lefl^ by file (No. 735). 

AsncLB IX.->Pass the defile in retreat by the right 
/No. 709), or by the left flank (No. 720). 
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Abticlb I. — Break by division to the nar, by the righl 
or lefty the battalion being at a halt or marching (No. 
102). 

Articlis II. — March in column by dirision (No. 161). 
Diminish and increase front by company (No. 196). 

Article IIL — Close the eolumn to half distance on the 
headmost or the rearmost division (No. 278). 

AnnctB IV. — March in column at half distance (No. 281), 
and change direction (No. 287). 

Abticlb Y. — The column being at half Abtanee, to form 
equare at a halt (No. 817), or marching (No. 837). 

AancLB VL— The battalion being in iqnare, to march tu 
tho front (No. 85i). Halt the square (No. 860). Form 
column to march to the front (No. 863), or in retreat 
(No. 872). Re-form the square (No. 875). 

Abticlb YIL— Reduce the square (No. 883). 
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Amnou TLTL — Close tihe eolamn fn mass <yc the bMA> 

moti or rearmost division (No. 270). 
Abticlb IX. — Maroh in oolamn closed fn mass, aad 

ehaoge direedon hj the front of snbdirisions (No. 288)i 
Abticlb X.— Form the eolnmn against oarabrj (Now 

M6). 
Irticlb XL— Take dlstaooes hj the head (Nos. 328 aa4 

ISO), or on rear of the eolnnm (No. 9SZ), the eoloma 

being at a halt or marehing. 
Abtiolb XIL — The oolamn being hj oompany, eaiue to 

be ezeontedtbe morementi indicated in Nos. S, 4» 6, 6^ 

f, S, 9, 10 and 11 of this lesson. The eolnmn being 

aft half distance, or closed in mass, to form to the lef^ 

or rigb^ into line^ wheel, on the rear of the eoliimn (Nih 

602). 
Abtiolb XIIL — ^The eolnmn being \>j eompaay, form 

divisions from » halt (No. 364), or in maroh (Na 

3r«). 
Abtiolb XIV. — ^The eolnmn being bj division, to form ll 

to the left or right into line of battle al a halt (Na 

Ml), or fn march (No. 402). 
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Amcu L— The battalion being in line of batfla, aad aft 
a hal^ to ploy it by division into eolnmn elosed hi 
atass on the right division (No. 119), or on the left dU 
^Hsion (No. 141), or on an interior division (No. 143]^ 
Ihe right or left fai front Ploj the battalion maieUiiff 
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In Una of batfla ob the riflU or Uft ^ttv^gion (Vow 

Abticls XL — ^Bzecate the oonntermarch (No. 852). 
AanoLB III. — ^Change direction to the right (No. 80T]^ 

to the left (No. 813), by the flank of the oolumn. 
ikBTZOLB IV. — Deploy the oolamn on the right division 

(No. iU), OB 4lhe left dlTision <No. 541)^ or on «iij in- 

terior- dlTieton, the eolomn being at a hal^ or mareh- 

Sng (Ko. M8). 
ABne&B T«-~Ploy the battalion Into oolamn by cUTidon 

at half dietanoe, marehing (Nob 556). 
AamctM VL — Ploy the battalion by oompany, doied In 

maiSy and Ibrm itwn tJio right or left into lino of bat* 

tto <No. 577). 
Abtiolb VII. — Ploy the battalion Into donble oolnmny at 

half dietanoe (No. 777), or closed in mass (No. 793)» 

the battalion being at a halt» or marching. 
Abtiolb YIIL — March in tUs order, and change direo- 

tion (No. 794). 
Abticlb IX. — Deploy the oolnmn at a halt (No. 796), or 

marehing (No. 800), and vithoat mspending the march 

(No. 802). 
Abticlb J&-^The doi^le oolnnm being st half distanoe^ 

form it into line of battle faced to the right or left (No. 

808), tho oohunn being in march (No. 807). Bzeento 

tho samaoMvemoBt withont sBSpending the mueh (Kob 

810). 
AmmSiB XL*— Perpendledar or parallel iqnaffes,the ba** 

lalioB be^ deployed (Nos. 889, 896). Oblique eqnarei^ 

19* 
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fbe iMktIiltoii bdng in Itee of VatOo (Vo. 938), or fa 
oolunm (No. 945). Squam is fcor nuiki (No. 911X 
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^snau L-Manh ia lino of Uttlo (No.M7). Halt ttit 

UUalion (No. 635), and aUgn it (No. 640). 
▲bticui IL — Change direction in line of battle advBadng 

(Nob 652), or in retreat (No. 681). Sxoente pa«M^ of 

obstacles (No. 683). 
Abtiou IIL— Oblique march in line of battle (No. 628). 
AxnoiM IV.— Disperse and rally the battalion in lino of 

battle (No. 974), and rallj the battalion in ooliuui 1^ 

oonpaaj (No. 978). 



BBMABK8 

OH,TBM aOBOOli €V TBI B19XlI10ir. 

Jm every oonne of inttraetion, the irst lesaon wHI be 
•moated iOTeml timei in the ordor in irUeh it Is ar- 
ranged; bat as soon as the battalion shall be eonflmied 
ia the prineiples of the lesson, the flioi will be ezeeated 
alter the advaaee in line^and att&t thoYarioai formatlens 
Into line of battle, and into sqaaro. Partioalar ittentfoa 
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wiU ht given to the Are by Hie, wMeh if that prindpallj 
need in war. 

Byery lesson of this school will be ezeonted with the 
ntmost precision; but the second, which oomprehends 
the march in oolnmn, and the march in line of battle, 
being of the most importance, will be the oftenest re- 
peated, eepeeially in the beginning. 

Great attention onght, also, to be giren to the fourth 
•leiBon^ which oomprehends the march in oolomn bj divi- 
■ion, and the dispositions against oaralry. 

The BQccessiTe formations will sometimes be executed 
by inrersion. 

In the beginning, the march in eolumn, the march in 
line of battle, and the march by the flank, will be exe- 
entod only in quick time, and will be continued until the 
battalion shall have beeome well established in the oa- 
denoe of this step. 

The non>oadenced step will be employed in this school 
only in the repetition of the moToments incident to a 
•olumn in route, or when great celerity may be required. 

When it may be desired to ^Te the men relief, arms 
may be supported, if at a halty or marching by the flank. 

In marching by the front, arms may be shifted to the 
right shoulder; but not in the march in line of battle 
mtil the battalions shall be well instructed. 

After arms have been earried for some time on the 
right shoulder, they may be shifted, in like manner, to 
the left shoulder. 

When a batlslion is manoeuTring^ its morements will 
fe« cofered by skirmishers. 
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All the oompaslef will b« exwoiied, taoeuAw^g ta 
this serrloe. 

When a battalion, IniCraeted in this -drill, shall he re- 
faired to man<BaTre in the OTolntions of the line, its 
moTements will be regulated hj the instraotions eoa- 
tained in the third Tolum9 of the Taetics for heayy In* 
bntry, appro nd hj the War DepartiMni» April IMhi^ 
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AsncLB L — To break bj company to the right (No. 
69). Break bj companjr to the left (No. 74). 
Break by diTuion (No. 75). To break by ooni* 
pany, marcbing (No. 84) 18 

Abticlb IL — Break to the rear by the right or left 
of eompanies (No. 87)* .Br«iak to the rear by the 
right or left of oompanies, marching (No. 94). Ad- 
▼anoe or retire by the right or left of companiet 
(No. 105). Advance or retire by the right or left 
of companies, marching (No. 1^0). . Adyandng or 
retiring, by the right or left of companies, to form 
line to the front (No. 118) .••••....m ...4^m.«.— S3 

AnviOLS III. — Ploy the battalion into close colamn 
on the first dlTision (No. 119). Ploy the battalioa 
into olose eolomn on the fourth division (No. 141). 
Ploy the battalion into close column on any inte- 
rior division (No. 143). Battalion being in march» . 

« to ploy it into column on the first division (No. 
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^UncLK L— March in eolnmn at foil distanee (No* 
164)* Column being in march, to ezeonle the 
about (No. 170). Column arriving in front of the 

'i 
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Biie oC baUlA» to prolong it on this line (No. 175). 
Column striving behind the line of battle, to pro- 

: long it on thia lino (No. 184). Colamn arriTing 
on the right or the left of the line of battle, to pro- 
long it on this line (No. 188). Kannerof prolong- 
ing a line by markers (No. 189) ^.... 87 

Article IL — Column in route (No. 198).-,... .»...•••. 48 

Abtiolb IIL — (Thange of direction in oolumn at fall 
distanoe (No. 231) h^ 

AnncLn IV. — Halt the column (No. 239) ...—••• 57 

Abtiolx V. — Close the column to half distance^ or 
in mass {No. 252). Close the eolnmn on the eighth 
eompany (No. 267). Execute this morementy 
marching (No. 273)..... .......^ M 

Articlx VI. — March in column at half distance^ ox 
dosed in mass (No. 281) ...• ••.••••.•••••• M 

AuTidLiB VIL — Change direction in column at half 
distance (No. 287) .•..»•..•••*• 6A 

Abticls VIII. — Change direction of a oolumn closed - 
in mass, marching (No. 288). Change direction of 
a column, closed in mass, from a halt (No. 306)*.. 67 

Abticlk IX. — Take distances bj the head of the 
colamn (N6. 323). Take distances by the rear of 
the column (No. 333). Take distances on the head 
of the eolnmn (No. 841) ......mm*.*.* ••••.•••• 78 

Abticlb X. — Countermarch of a column at full or 
half distance (No. 351). Countermarch of a column 
closed in mass (Si, 852) m ••••»...mm.« 79 
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ARnoLB XL— Being in oolamn by eonpftiiy, dMed 
in masBii to form divisions (No. 3M). To form di» 
Vjilonsy marching (Nob S76)......««« ••..•.»•• -.m. ...••• 81 
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AsnoLS L — Manner of determining the line of haU 
tte (No. 389) .........m....-^ 87 

Artiolb II. — To form a colamn, at fall distanoe^ to « 
the left into line of battle (No. 390). To form a 
eolnmn to the right into line of battle (No. 399). 
A column being in march, to form it into line of 
battle (No. 402). To form a oolamn into line of . 
battle, and to more it forward (No. 403). Bjr ia- 
Tersion to the right or left into line of battle (No, 
407). Column at fhll distance, to form it on th« 
right or left into line of battle (No. 414). Column 
at tall distance, forward into line of battle (No. 
440). Forward into line of battle, marching (Nob 
452). Column at full distance, faced to. the rear 
into line of battle (No. 466). Bzeeute this more* 
menty marching (No. 479)....»».......«.m«....»«m« •«•••• 61 

AanCLn III. — Formation in line of battle hj two 
morements (No. 485)........ ^...m* lit 

Akticlv rv. — Different modes cf forming column at 
half distance, to the left or right, into line of bat- 
tle (No. 501). By the rear of eolumn, left or xjgl^V 
Into line/ wheel (No. 503). Column at half dit* 
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teDOO, on th« right or lelt, into Hue Ko. SOT). ' 
Column, at half dittanoo, forward into line (No. 
508). Column, at half distance, faeed to the rear 

into line (No. 509)...,. .....^ HI 

Artxoui y. — Deployment of columns dosed in maM 
(Nob5]0). ])eplojn.ent on the first division (No. 
5U). To deploy, whilst marching, on the first di* 
TiaioB (No. 532). To deploy without halting the 
eolumn, and to continue marching (No. 586). To 
deploy on the fourth division (No. 541). To de- 
ploy, whilst marchings on the fQurth division (No. 
556). To deploy on an interior diviiiott (No. 568)> 
To deploy, whilst marohing» on an interior divW 
rion (No. 567)........»..^. .......••.....•...•....• ......•.• lit 

< 
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AnnCLS L->To advance in line of battle (No. 587).. ISS 
Abticlb IL — Oblique march in line of battle (No. 

623) Ul 

Article HI. — To halt the battalion, marching in 

line of battle, and to align it (No. 635) 14$ 

A.BTICLB IV. — Change of direction in marching in 

Une of battle (No. 652) 146 

Article V.— To march in retreat in line of battle 

(No. 664) 149 

Article VI.— To halt the battalion, marching in 

retreat, and to face it to the front (No. 676) 151 
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AanOLK VH.— <?liaiig« of 4&r«od4>&» In mardiiiig in 
relr«at(K«. 981) ,. 15S 

Aktioli VIIL^-pMsage of ol>8tade8, adTttndai; asd 
retBMtiBg (ls:o.^2>.« .»..»•%*... 15S 

ABTieui IX.— To posi a defil«, in retreat^ by tbe 
right or loft flank (No. 716) 159 

AanoL* Z.— To mareh bj fho flank (No. 722) 162 

Abtiols XL--1^> form tbe battalion on the rigbt or ' 
left, by-flloy into lino of battle (No. 735) 164 

Artiolb XIL — Change of front perpendioularlj for- 
ward (No. 743). Change front forward on the flnt 
company, marehing (No. 754X Change of front 
perpeadienlarfy to the rear (No. 701). ....«.'• IflS 

AnnoLi XIIL — To ploy the battaHon into colnmn, 
doubled on the centre (No. 776). To form doable 
eolnmn, marching (No. 787). Deployment of the 
donble column, faced to the front (No. 796). De- 
ployment of the double column, marching (No^ 
800). To form the double column into line of bat- 
tle, faced to the right or left (No. 803). To form 
the double column into line of battle, fkced to the 
right or left, marching (No. 807) 171 

ARTi^tB XIY. — Dispositions against caralry (No. 
817). A column being in march at full distance, 
to form square (No. 837). If the column be closed 
in mass, to make dispositions to form square (No. 
847). The battalion being in square, to move it in 
adtiutfe by one of it« fronts (No. 854). To halt 
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Paai 
Iht iqnare (No» 86(^ The Uttelion beiaf ia '. 
■quar^ to form oolmnn to maroh tff tlio froa^.s 
distance greater than ibirtj paeei (No. 8d8)^ T« 
maroh tho square ia retrwU a ipreater daataaet ' 
thaa thirty paoei (No. 8T2). Tlie battaUoa betag 
fai sqnarei to march it in adranoe^ or ia r#treal^ a 
dietanoe less than thirty pacai (No, 8Sr8). Tha 
eolamn marofaiag to the front» to maroh Itin x^ 
treat (No. 879). The colomn marching in retreat^, 
to maroh it to the front (No. 881). To redaoe tha 
iqnare (No. 883). To form square from line of bat- 
tie (No. 885). PerpencUeular square (No. 888). 
Perpendicular square, marching (No. 890). To 
form square by double column (No. 892). To fona 
square by double eolumn, marching (No. 894). Ob* 
serrations relative to the formation of squares ia 
two ranks (No. 898). The oolumn being formed of 
four divisions, to place the inner platoons of tht 
third division in reserve (No. 898). Squares ia 
four ranks (No. 910). The square formed in four 
ranks being reduced, and at a halt, to form the bat- 
talion into two ranks (No. 916). The column being 
In maroh with divisions formed in four ranlcs, to 
re-form it into two ranks (No. 920). To form square 
in four ranks on one of the flank divisions (No. 
928). Form square in four ranks on the first di» 
fision, marching (No. 928). Form perpendicular 
square in four ranks, by double column .No. 931). 



VABLI or OONTXNTS. 

Vovm p«rpendi<»ilar square in four ranks, bj double 
oolnmn, marching (No. 935). Obliqne sqaare (No. 
938)b Oblique square, being in column (No. 945). 
Ckdamn against cayalry (No. 965). The battalion 
being no longer threatened by eavalry, to form 

eohnan (No. 970) ,. 18S 

Abtiolb XY.— The rally (No. 974) SIS 

AsnocB XVL — ^Rules for manoenrrlng by the rear 
nak (No. 979) •••• ••••••••• •«••••••« ••••#•••« ...••• m..«. 914 
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